
they pleafe : their many fettlemcnts in North

America are divided into fourljodies, Canada^

Louiftana^ the Illinois, and le Detroit, which are

all conneded together by the navigation abov§

defcribed, and the river O^/^^.Thefe are all under

one government with the fame views and inte-

refti while we are divided and difunited by diffe-

rent governments, laws, and cuftoms, with ; s

different views and interefts, as ever any people

had ; by which our force is never to be join-

ed, whilft theirs is always fo. And their force

when thus joined is fuperior to the force of

any one of our colonies, efpecially when they

are backed by the Indians ; by which means

they fucceed in every thing they undertake, in

the manner we fee, with only a handful of

men, againft all the numbers we have in our

colonies, when they are taken together. But

if the French take them one by one, as they

have done, they muft foon take them all, as

thev arc fuperior to any one of our colonies

It was this vaft advantage, and convenience

that made the French fo intent upon fecuring

the river Ohio ; a (lep that we might always

fee they would take, if it was poffible for

them. In the midft of this cxtenfive naviga-

tion (lands that important place of Voxt dn

^uefne upon the Ohio dt-fcribed below, which

b. nor more important thin it Is convenient to

• •• thc;n.
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