
the Dobbs and California. 121

Francis Smith, being fully fatisfied ihat there isno Prfpeftd

of any other Opening than from the Eaftward by -which tlie

Ships came in, but being willing to fatisfy Mr. Edward
Thompfon the Surgeon, and Mr. Henry Ellis of the Dobbs

Galley y who think that the Boats on their return (it blowing

hard) did not keep near enough to the North Shore, which

to them appeared douole Land, and having an Opinion that

the Entrance of this River or Strait is not iufficicnt to admix

of the extraordinary Tides found here, but that there may
be a PafTage for them through the North Shore, feven or

eight Leagues from hence, which they, Mr. Thompfon and

Mr. Ellis, conceive might efcape Oblervatlon; it is there-

fore refolved, that the Dobbs^s Schooner the Refolution Ihall

immediately proceed^ to acaufre ;i SatisfaiVion as to thole

' Parts,*

f'

Im- .,:i

Signed by the Co UN .iL,

At this Council I took notice, that as there were a great

variety of Circumftances, many of them very ftrong, and luch

as amounted almoft to a Demonllration, of there being ftill

fome Paflage to another Ocean lying to the Northward, in

that which Captain Middleton called RepuJfe Bay ; fuch as that

the Tides were always higher, and the time of High Water
fooner the farther we failed Northward ; as alfo the Saltnefs

and Tranfparency of the Water in the IVekome, which was
fuch, that one might fee the Bottom at the Depth of twelve

or fourteen Fathom
; joined to the Numbers ofWhales that

were continually feen upon the Coafts, and the repeated In-

ftances we had, that North Weft Winds, made abundantly

the higheft Tides; fupported by the AfTurances, that Captain

William Moore had from time to time given me, that there

was a PafTage in Repulfeffay ; I therefore propofed that the

Dobbs Galley (hovld depart immediately in fearch ofit, while the

California finiflied the Examination of this, and whatever Pla-

ces remained not thoroughly fearched to the Southward.
This was ftrenuoufly oppofed by fome, who alledgcd, that

we had no Inftruftions to go thither, nor were warranted to

feparateour Ships, that feveral of the People in the CaVfornia,

and fome of our own, were much indilpofed, and in a Man-
ner incapable of ftaying longer in thefc Seas ; and laftly, that

the Seafon was rather too far advanced to proceed again to

the Northward. To all thefe Objections I replied in the bcft

Manner I could, but with no EfTeft, for upon the Q.uelUon's

being put, the Propolition I had made was rejected by a Ma-
# , ... joiity,
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