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** oration," nor was it, from a litorary point of viow a jjian.

bnt it was earnest and otnotional, notliinpf Htiltod, formal, or

frigid in it, and nttorod by ono who folt tho prostMuu! of (rod.

Wo aro near ononp;h to hoar «omo of the wohIh, and hoarinjif

tliem wo cannot easily for«»ct tlu in.

• O 0()(1. onr Fiithor, wo how hcforo Tl» mv \Wo are uot woithv of thin

privileptft, hut wo coino in tlin nanio of Thy dour Son. Ifeiir uh for His

sake. Thon art great heyond our uni1(>rHtandin(?, hiit Thou art inHnitoly

good. Thou (li<lHt givo um our hcing, and Thou hast cared for uh all our

life long, loading ns by the Htill waters and through tho groon punturos

of Thy grace. Thou hast brought us to this good laud, and liaHt givon

UH a house to dwell in. Thou dost spread our table morning, noon, and

night ; and Thy presonco choors us, so that wo noed foar no evil. We
thank Thee for Jesus (Christ. Thy Son. and for redemption through His

precious blood. Assure our hearts of an interest in the great atoneiuont.

(hiilt is ours, grace is Thine. Father, help us this day. Ciivo us

strength and courago and peace. Carry us in Thine arms, and keop us

near Thy lieart. Hear us, O (Jod of our fathers, for our children. We
have given them to Thee in solemn covenant. Write Thy law upon their

hearts, so that they may never depart from Thee, but may live holy,

happy, useful lives. The Lord hear us for Jesus' sake."

Tho church was always ])rayod for, and especially on

Saturday night was the divine blessinjjf invoked on tho services

of the followini^ day. Usually njontion was made of " the

country in which we dwell " and " the dear land from which

we have come." I pity the man who can ridicule such a scene.

Richard Baxter tells us of a time when the power of the

Gospel was so felt in Kidderminster, that in every house on

many a long street, family worship was devoutly observed.

The writer can recall a time when in every house on many a

long concession line in Zorra, God was worshipped morning

and evening. Who can estimate the value of such worship

in the formation of character? It ))romotes order and regu-

larity in a home, and diffuses a sympathy throughout the

members. It calls off the mind from the deadening effects of

worldly affairs. It says to every member of the family '* There


