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and collecting the serum beneath it on the tip of an ivoty vaccine

point, etc. This does not, however, give a quantitative result.

For ordinary diagnostic purposes, the simplicity of the method as

originally described does not require modification, provided attenuated

cultures are used.

A drop of the solution obtained from a dried typhoid blood drop,

mixed with a drop of the culture, will give the reaction promptly,

without any special attention to the degree of dilution. In order,

however, to obtain the best results, it is well to dilute freely and

especially to avoid having a sticky solution of syrup-like consistency.

In cases where the clinical type strongly resembles typhoid and

where the serum does not give the typhoid reaction, a decided reaction

with cultures of the colon bacillus may explain the symptoms.

Our results with the dried blood test have been«very satisfactory,

giving uniformly positive results with genuine and well marked
typhoid cases, and not reacting with non-typhoid bloods when atten-

uated cultures were employed.

Although the use of serum undoubtedly enables the results to be

recorded and compared with greater scientific precision, we find that

dried blood answers just as well for routine diagnostic work.

The alterations in reaction, induced by very slight modifications

of the manner of testing, help to es^ktin differences in the results

reported by experienced and careful observers. With the same blood

and culture, the amount of dilution possible largely depends on

whether plain bouillon, bouillon culture or water is used for diluting.

Opinions also vary as to what should be regarded as constituting a

reaction. Personally, we do not think that anything less than com-

plete clumping and total arrest of motion obtamEOiC by the dry as

well as the moist test in a young attenuated culture, should be re-

garded as typical.
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