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by the vastly increased appropriations you have made for export ecredits to
allied countries and by your approval of Canadian participation in the inter-
national Monetary Fund and the Bank for Reconstruction and Development.
Negotiations are under way to extend export credits to the United Kingdom.
Far-reaching proposals on trade and employment for consideration by an inter-
national conference have been advanced by the United States government and
are now before you. My Ministers welcome the presentation of these proposals.

With your approval Canada became a member of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations. The first meeting of the new organization
was held in Quebec City in the month of Oetober.

In November, the Co-ordinating Committee of the Dominion-Provineial
Conference, which includes the Premiers of all the Provinces, devoted several
days to a detailed and frank exchange of views with my Prime Minister and
other of my Ministers. A Dominion-Provincial Economic Committee was set
up by the Co-ordinating Committee to examine and report to the participating
governments upon the economic factors affecting Dominion and Provineial
proposals and relations. The Co-ordinating Committee will meet again early
in the new year. My Ministers are resolved to continue their utmost endeavours
to reach an agreement which will place the Federal government and the govern-
ments of all the provinces in a financial position to discharge effectively their
several responsibilities.

The members of the armed forces serving abroad have heen returning to
Canada as rapidly as transport facilities would permit. The release of men
and women from the forces is keeping pace with repatriation.

Pending a decision as to the size of the permanent defence establishments,
interim arrangements have been made for continued voluntary service in the
armed forces of members of the three services who have the required
qualifications.

A special committee of the House of Commons, has given close study to
the various statutes and orders relating to the care, rehabilitation and re-estab-
lishment of war veterans. On the recommendation of the committee, a Veterans’
Rehabilitation Act has been enacted and amendments have been made to the
War Service Grants Act and the Veterans’ Land Act. The government intends
to propose that the committee be reconstituted at the next session to complete
gf examination of the measures which are being consolidated into a Veterans’

1arter,.

Steady progress has been made with the conversion of war industries to
civilian production. Provision has been made for the amalgamation of the
Department of Munitions and Supply with the Department of Reconstruetion.
The work of the Department of National War Services is all but completed.

. War restrictions are being removed as rapidly as this can be accomplished
without occasioning inflation or other economic disturbances.

In order to make possible the continuance of controls essential to the welfare
of the people, a measure has been enacted to permit the extension of certain
specified emergency powers during the period of transition from war to peace.

To accelerate the construction of houses as the supply of materials and
the availability of labour increase, amendments have been made to the National
Housing Act. Provision has also been made for the establishment of a Central
Mort.gage and Housing Corporation. Special attention is being given to the
provision of low-cost housing for war veterans and to making emergency shelter
available during the present shortage of permanent housing.




