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Protestant Council o~f Education. created
by the Legielature. they detexrmine the our-
riculum t%> be followed and they select
their own text books. In Ontario the Gov-
ernmeait remains elothed wi'th full author.ity
over ail sehools, publie and separate. The
Department of Education bas the sole con-
tirol i the administration of the aehools.
Up ta August 1913, the regulatian wlhich
touched upon the teadhing of French in
the sc'hools read as fol'lows:

*Regulation 15.
"In school sections when the French and

German language prevail, the trustees xnay,
In addition ta the course of the study prescribed
for publie .chools, require Instruction ta be
given in reading, graxnmar and composition to
such pupils as are directed by their parents
or guardians ta study either of theme languages
and In ail such cases the authorized text books
In French or German shall be uned."

This enactment vas but the confirmation
cg the use of French i the education cf
the French-speaking children in Ontario
schoels prier to Confederation. This regula-
tien was repi-aced by Regulation 17, dated
August 1913, which has for its sole pur-
poe the regulatioti of the tehing cf
Frenc'h in 'certain schools called English-
Frenchi seffhools. It le therei provided that
Frenchi cbildren may learn. their own lan-
guage besides the Engliali language.

Before prceoding ta examine the con-
ditions whi<dh, in virtue cd this regulation,
win, govern the teaching of Frenchi i On-
1tarie, 1 want first ta ffnd out if ive are agreed
'upon the sanie purpeise. If we are net per-
suing the sa-me end, if we hbave net the
same.object in view, any further discussion
is useless. What does the French Canadian
la.ther wantP. He want «a his child ta learu
his inôther tangue and the Englis-h language
as 'well. What dees the Ontario Govern-
ment want? Whiat is ils policy? I %ake it
to be expressod in the terme cf its rogula-
tiens, as follews:

lut Englluh shall be taught to ail the chil-
dren frequenting the publie and separate ochools.

2nd French may also bo taught to the
children of such parents who desire it, under
certain conditions.

It dees net enter inta rny mind te ques-
tion the sincerity of the Ontario Geveru-
ment. Since it frames rulos for the teach-
ing cd EngliËh and French, I must con-
clude that its purpoise is toa si.ow adequate
means te aittain that object. The Gevern-
ment 'wants, first, air ohildren ta learn the
EngLish, Language. I Lake it for granted that
ail Frenchi parents in Ontario are-agreed
upc<n that peint.

The controversy dees net begin ber.
Gevernment .further says that French may
ai1se b. taught ta the chidren of parents
whe desire il.

If Regulation 17 was sulent as ta the con-
ditions under which this Frenchi teaching
was ta be gaven it would be clear ta any
erdinary- beig that the teaching of Frenchi
was ineant ta lie effective. À teaching which
does nct teaeh is a mienemer. Once I arn
al'lowed. ta learn. French, that toaching
muet be adequate, elee It is a gham.

In effect, the. Ontiario Government's edict
is thet overy éhild sbati learn English and
may learn Frenchi as wefll This i e s it
should be. The .ohild uwho speaks twc
languagos is better equipped thon il lie oely
spoke one. Thia order is natural-ly con-
strued by the French Canadien population
in Ontarie in rnuch strioter terme and they
take iL 10 mean, in their own case, thiat
every chuld shall learn the French and
English languages. They are perfectly
agreeable toansd desirous cf their cbuldren
acquiring a knowledgo of the inajority -in
addition ta tb.eir own mother tangue.

If the Frenchi speaking mincrity is in
completo accord with tiie Ontario Govern-
ment upon the. essentiel ceenent or rmtter
cf the poiicy, wbere lies the. difficulty or
disagreement which w. hear ne mucli
about?

It guoces te read but eursoriily that Regu-
latien 17 te reacli the conclusion t'hat its
rigorous application wculd deprive the
French spoaking child od any fair know-
ledge cf his own language. That chi¶d May
oniy ho taught -in his own tangue during
the first form, that is during the first twe
years e! scheoling, if iA is deemed noces-
sary by lhe cbief inispecter anud, lhereaftee,
in the other forms, 'lie may have French
tuition for a fraction af an heur each day.
If, after the first formi, hlis knowledge cf
Enlish ià still insufficient, the language cf
communication may be the. F 'rench during
an hour or rather a fraction cf an heur at
the discretion of the chief inspecter..

This means that the child wiil be taught
French -and English through the medium of
the Frenchi language when it le deemed
that he would -b. unablo ta understand the
lessen if given in English. The. chief in-
specter wîll, arbitrariiy docide upon. that
point.

Regulation 17 assumes that the French
chid will have learnt during the firat tiwo
years sufficient Enghsh te understaud the
teae'her, and that thereafter lie will have
enougli cf a fractien cf an lheur cf Frenc~h
tuition each day ta learu his own language.


