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been any scandai exposed comparable to tile
scandai whicb is now exposed in. the city of
,roronto and that which bas recently been
exposed in the province of Manitoba. Does
ibis nlot establish the fact that the Liberal
party bas been guilty to a much greater
extent than the Conservative party? The
Liberal party would nlot exercise Its gene-
rosity sud magnanimity to the Conservative
party ln thus concealing scandais for
which tbey were responsible, If they, wbiie
zadministering the criminal machinery of this
Dominion could thus have exposed the acts
of their opponents. If anything proves be-
yond nill question that the Conservative
party have been fairly exempt from guilti-
ness for electoral rottenneals. It is the fact
that yen cannot point ont in any of the pro-
vinces ot Canada, under a local Liberal id-
ministration administering the criminal laws
of the province, an exposure worth speaking
of. I thus say w1thout fear of contradic-
tion that tbis very fact establishes that lhe
C-onservative party le nlot one tittie as guilty
of electorai corruption as the corruption of
wbicb the Liberal party bas been guilty.
However, hon, gentlemen, recriminations
wlll not assist In -purifying the political at-
mospbere. I sImply make -reference to the
fact 1 have now mentioned to estabiish, as
far as I possibiy can, the comparative free-
dom of the ConservatIve party from the
guilt that 1 have polnted ont whlch bas
marked the administration of Liberal
effairs. As I said before, botb politicai
parties sbould join hands lu the endeavour
to place upon the statute-book one of the
most effective Acts which It bas ever been
the opportunity of parliament to pass. 1
amn sure there is enough patriotism aud hon-
esty and enough sense of deency lu botb
parties to join lu the effort to wipe out this
corruption. 1 migbt say that there arc
other considerations lu counection witb this
subject than the success or fallure of either
political party. There are the ethical con-
siderations which grow out of a deliberate
violation of election iaws. It is idle for the
public to buiid churches. to bidi selinols.

to attempt to Inculcate the principles of re-
ligion and morals into the minds of the
youtb of the country. If the foupdations of
our political life be submerged in the cor-
ruption and rotteuness whicb mark so large-
iy the disclosures which have iateiy takzen
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place. The morals of the country are the
reflex of its rulers and government, as the
stream will rise no bigber than its source :
so it may be sald witb a great deal of force
that the morals and religion -of the people
wIll not rise any bigber than the moral
principles of Its rulers or goverument. 1
therefore venture to hope, hon. gentlemen,
that the ventilation of tbese scandais will
clear the atmosphere and resuit in a higlier
standard of public life being observed and
adopted througlhout our Dominion. There
fiq another subject whicb 1 should like to
make a few observations upon, but which
subject bas not been alluded to iii the ad-
dress. I refer to the dispute ib bas
arisen between the colony of Newvfoundland
and tbe Imperial zovernmnt. It is a mat-
ter of considerable public importance that
the protest wbich bas been made by New-
foundiand to the ImperIal authorities against
the renewai of the modus vivendi sbould re-
celve some attention nt the bauds of this
parliament.

The question resolves itself into this pro-
position, wbetber witbout the concurrence
and consent of the colony interested, the
imperiai authorities wiil assume to deal
wîtb matters relatiug to the rights and the
dominions of tbe colony in question. Thje
statute law of tbe colony of Newfoundland
bas been deliberately Ignored by the imperial
goverument and the colony bas been bumil-
iated In having to yleld obedience to a
'modus vivendi' wbicb bas been passed be-
tween the two governments, but against the
protest of Newfoundland. Thus a self-gov-
eraing coiouy is driven to submit to an
agreement entered Into by the colonial min-
ister In London witbout In any sense being
responsible to tbe colony whose rights or
dominions be assumes to barter away. - It
seema to me this sbouid not involve any de-
tailed consideration of the Bait Act. The
legislation lan question -was certaiuly withiu
the rlgbts of tbe colouy, and wbetber that
Bait Act is possessed of menit or not will
flot affect the pninciple involved lu tbe- dis-
pute whicb bas taken place between the two
governments. I venture to say that the ac-
tion of the imperial goverumeut is so far

reacbing ln practically handing over the ter-
ritorial rights of Newfouudland to tbe
United States government, tbat if the same

question shouid arise in Canada and the


