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The first objective of the Senate, like its British model, is t

review andi think, thus monitoring the House of Comnmons. li

I would like to reminci you that the current distribution of the is very close to the perception that prevailed in antiquity. Senla'

104 Senate seats is provided for in Section 22 of the 1867 members are supposed to counterbalanCe the executive side

Constitution Act. As Canada is divided into four regions, these Parliamelit. Moreover, the Fathers of Confederation aiso wante

regions must be equally represented. Ontario and Quebcc get to follow the America'n model and created a Canadian Sena'

24 senators each;, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, six each; similar to a federal Chamber whose objective was to protect tt

Prince Edward Island, four; the four Western provinces, six each rights of the regions and provinces, and to ensure its particip

for a total of 24; in 1948, Newfoundlalld got six; finally, the two tion in the legisiative process of the Federation.

terrtories have one each. The founders of the Canadian Upper House took their inspir

Sentor ar apoined y te Gveror eneal hoaccrd-tion both from the British House of Lords and the Amricdl

entorareton aponb the titvernardGeneràl of thaccrd-e Senate, two models that were clearly incompatible and lig

in ter tradton actaoni the ntativhe ain ac apof d 1>ri years away from, any historical affinity. The House of Lord

nterm Mvrynise recgie htte rei atap db anchored in the medieval myth of the monarchy, andi the Senal

thePrie Mniser.with its modem North American dynarnics firn-fly anchored

the twentieth century. This was a highly unsuitable marrT1,

Since senators are not elected, and the hon. nienber directl between a modern American Senate and a medieval Briti

ailuded to that faci, the Bloc Quebecois feels that he other place sytm

is an anachbronism, as the hon. mem*er for Vancouver Qua<ira

put it so well, given the modem criteria which underly the We miust not forget that the criteria for representatioli ftc

poliicalmanaemet ofa Stte.Quebec and Ontario, at the time thc Canadiali Constitution*

polticl mnaemet o adrafted, were included at the behest cf Lower Canada-inOt

So, on behaif of my coileagues from the Bloc Quebecois, 1 words, Quebec-in excchai>ge for agreeing with the principle

denounce this unacceptable waste in the form of a credit of proportioflal representatioli in the House Of Commons.

$26.9 million, plus statutory expitu of somei $ 15.7 mil * 0(l(1

lion, for a total budget of $42.6 million, no>t including the ,0

services provided. This is an unacceptable expenditure for an In the mincis of the founding fathers, the Senate was nel

archaic political institution which plays a useless role for to provide equitable representatioli for the regions. Howee

Quebecers and Canadian at large. was neyer intended as a house of the regions. Today, there is
reason why the House cf Commons shoulci appropriate funds

Let me remind you of the origimi of penates ina d'e irarious a political institution that is ineffective and totally useles

polticl sstes, nd f te ojecive oftheCandia Seate Considering the state of the economy, with a debtof0

when it wa crawd This will givo you a better idea Of ho ta $550 billion and unemployment and po'vorty in Quec

isa alurta 'eCaade plt Ca nadas, the total budget of $42..6 million allocated t

~ysem.institution would bo butter spent on economic recoeY and

Let us take a look at hlstory. In ancient <reoce, more d'an rain

500 years before Christ , the legislators formed a counicil cf d'e To continue this discourse on the failure of successive f

500 whse olewasto onroltheposibl exesss f demnoc- govemments to provide for responsible management ofPO

rac. Te vry ncintsoceties haid the wisdm to create a funds, as they sank millions into an institution that isut

whol. Te ho. mmbe forVanouve Qudraalluded to d'us Senate; the U.S. Senate and d'e German Bundesrat ercdI

calir.Onoe f hewal ~i~of th and Senate, there ia d'e lion. member for Vancouver Quadra.

the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ < peole How pretentio<>t federai Mioddl on thie otnn-s nqei t sirg c'tl

FromLimeimmenoril, wen dmocrcy ws stll i its bers, wIilc in d'e Sonate, it is baed on absolute qaiY0

infacypeope sughtto ive n ara o widornto he Snat, d'e States.

in rdr o egtiizeths nsittinwhoe mi sio sfunda- A dsrpinofthe dutiesof US. sent1's 4ennt$

TheSeateislie te ritshfluseofLors;itis aflouse for tive duties that are es80ntial <o tho propor fntoi.o


