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is negotiating with the Americans a substantial loss of jobs in
the field of agriculture, in fact a potential loss of 10,000 jobs in
that sector for Quebec and Ontario.

It is rather puzzling that one of the first agreements signed
with the Americans by a government which claims to be in
favour of job creation could in fact lead to the loss of several
thousand jobs in the agricultural sector.

I agree with the hon. member when he says that our society is
undergoing radical changes. He emphasizes of course that those
changes have strictly an economic dimension, and I agree with
him that the world is indeed in a state of flux which affects
Quebec and Canada, and which triggers a real problem of
confidence. This brings me back to his comments on the role of
members of Parliament: we must inspire confidence. We must
inspire confidence, but I am under the impression that we are not
doing very well in that regard.
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Take, for example, the GATT agreement which the minister
alluded to. I assume that the hon. minister is among those who
believe that GATT is a very good agreement. It is obvious that
we derive some benefits from it, but we have also suffered
substantial losses.

Personally, I am not among those who believe that GATT is
such a marvellous thing. On the contrary, I am under the
impression that the opening of new markets, in the context of
that agreement, adversely affects levels of production. It fa-
vours major American industries at the expense of Canadian
ones.

In the agricultural sector, we have suffered considerable
losses through GATT.

The Acting Speaker (Mr. Kilger): In fairness, I will allow
one brief question as I have to give the minister time to respond.
Therefore, a very brief question from the hon. member for
Québec-Est.

Mr. Marchand: My question will be very brief, Mr. Speaker.
Among other things, the Minister of Industry said that efforts
had to be focussed on creating and strengthening small and
medium size business. Are the nearly 50,000 farmers in Canada
who have invested in excess of $1 million in their operations the
kind of small and medium size businesses that he would like to
promote?

Mr. Manley: First of all, I would like to congratulate the hon.
member for Québec—Est on his maiden speech in the House. It is
never easy to speak in this Chamber for the first time. He will
find that things get easier after a few years.

The Address

I find the hon. member’s comments rather odd. Canada
accounts for approximately 3 per cent of world trade. Therefore,
when we negotiate within an international forum such as the
GATT, a forum that is of truly great importance to Canada and to
Quebec as well since our economy is greatly dependent on trade,
it is important to find a way to achieve a consensus with
everyone.

Now the hon. member has said that he favours sovereignty for
Quebec. Judging from his remarks, he seems to think that a
sovereign Quebec would not be a part of international organiza-
tions such as the GATT. How then does a sovereign Quebec
intend to become a player on the world trade scene?

International trade agreements are always a source of prob-
lems. There are always winners and losers. It is a difficult
situation. Adjustments have to be made. That is always the case.

After all, there is a role to play on the world scene. If Quebec
can negotiate a better agreement for the farmers to which the
hon. member alluded with the world’s trading partners, then I
wish it good luck. As the minister of agriculture stated, the
government is deeply concerned about the future of Canadian
farmers. We also believe very strongly that Canada and Quebec
must be members the international trade community.
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Mrs. Daphne Jennings (Mission—Coquitlam): I welcome
the opportunity to take part in this throne speech debate. At the
outset I would like to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, upon your
appointment. I would also like to congratulate our Speaker of
the House of Commons upon his election as Speaker of this 35th
Parliament.

As someone who is vitally concerned with parliamentary
reform I feel we owe a debt of gratitude to those who served on
the special committee on reform of the House of Commons in
1984-85 and who recommended the method of election of the
Speaker. A Speaker elected by his or her peers in a free vote is
ideally placed to serve the needs of this Chamber and its
members.

I would also like to congratulate all those who have been
elected to serve in this 35th Parliament.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the electors of
Mission—Coquitlam, a riding in the heart of the Fraser Valley in
British Columbia, for seeing fit to send me to Ottawa to serve as
their elected representative.

For those of you not familiar with this most beautiful part of
our country I can only attempt to describe it. Mission—Coquit-
lam has a population of approximately 115,000. Its population
has grown more than 25 per cent between 1986 and now and



