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—that the tests of constitutional reform will be fairness,
effectiveness, efficiency and the protection afforded to the rights of
all Canadians.

In September, my government will refer its proposals to a joint
parliamentary committee that will be established to consult with
Canadians. The committee will be asked to travel in order to hear the
views of men and women across Canada. In each jurisdiction it visits,
the committee will be mandated to meet in public session with its
counterpart provincial or territorial legislative committee or, where
no such committee exists, with counterpart legislators. It will, also,
meet with aboriginal groups. The committee will be asked to report
back to the government within five months.

After receipt and consideration of the committee’s report, my
government will propose a plan for a renewed Canada for
consideration by the people of Canada. You will be asked to approve
enabling legislation to provide for greater participation of Canadian
men and women in constitutional change.

My government will work to create a climate in which Canadians
can deepen their understanding of their history and traditions and
their appreciation of their country’s rich diversity. Events planned for
1992, the 125th anniversary of Confederation, will contribute to this
greater understanding.

The ability of Canadians to live together in harmony and the
ability of Canada to make a major contribution to world affairs
depend upon our understanding of who we are as a people. To
reduce Canada’s vulnerability in an age of rapid, even turbulent,
change and of growing interdependence, it is more important than
ever that we speak to the world with one, clear and united voice. My
government will conduct an active foreign policy in support of the
full range of Canadian interests around the world—economic and
security, environmental and social. My government will continue to
promote democratic values and to defend human rights in the
conduct of its foreign and development assistance policies as the best
means to ensure progress and stability in a changing world
environment and to safeguard Canadian security and prosperity.

Farticipating in Prosperity

My government will invite Canadians to participate in fashioning a
new agenda for prosperity. The goal is to build a prosperous society
in which all men and women have an equal opportunity to
participate, in which benefits and responsibilities are fairly shared
and in which the most vulnerable among us are protected.

There is much more to Canadian unity than amending the
constitution. Our unity is strengthened by a strong economy. And
prosperity is enhanced by a united country. But disunity in the face
of the global economic challenge invites decline.

Economic recovery depends on reducing interest rates. To bring
interest rates down, government finances have been put on a sound
base. My government is controlling its spending and has established
low but achievable inflation targets. That is the way to restore the
confidence of Canadians in their future.

Speech From the Throne

Restored confidence means new investment and new investment
means meaningful jobs and a better life for all Canadians. With this
fiscally disciplined approach, the economy will recover in the second
half of this year and will grow strongly in 1992.

Looking to the longer term, Canadians are asking themselves what
the future holds for themselves and for their families in a world that is
changing so rapidly and profoundly. Deficit reduction, tax reform,
free trade and productivity growth are all part of my government’s plan
to secure the future of Canadians.

Canada is inescapably part of the global economy. As citizens of a
country that depends for its prosperity on the sale abroad of almost
thirty percent of all it produces, the importance to Canadians of being
able to compete effectively in international trade can scarcely be
overstated. We guarantee our future, not by running from global
competition, but by meeting it head-on, by equipping ourselves to
compete with the best, by giving ourselves the economic conditions we
need to be competitive and by making world markets accessible to our
products.

The Canada-U.S. Free Trade Agreement has helped to secure the
Canadian economy in difficult times. Private, non-residential
investment in Canada, as a share of our gross domestic product, has
been taking place at record levels. For the first time in sixteen years,
Canada has been attracting more direct investment—the key to job
creation and job opportunities—has been going abroad.

My government believes North America-wide free trade is a logical
next step—and one that would increase the prosperity of all
Canadians—if an acceptable agreement can be negotiated with
Mexico and the United States. My government will, also, cooperate
with Canadian business to take advantage of the growing
opportunities for sales and investment abroad as a result of the
integration of Europe and of the extraordinary economic growth in
Asia. A successful outcome to the multilateral trade negotiations in
Geneva would be the best means to guarantee access for Canadian
products in markets around the world; achieving that goal will be a
high priority for my government.

At home, my government will work with provincial governments
to ensure that Canada becomes a single, integrated market from
coast to coast to coast. We need to eliminate:

—policies that favour a province’s suppliers over lower cost
producers from other provinces;

—regulations that often make it simpler for producers to ship their
products abroad than to sell them in neighbouring provinces;

—hiring policies that give preference to provincial residents over
those from other provinces; and

—occupational standards that restrict the work opportunities of
residents of other provinces.

By one recent estimate, there are approximately five hundred
barriers to interprovincial trade in Canada. My government’s goal is to
see barriers to interprovincial trade, services and investment come
down by 1995, so that Canada becomes a single, integrated market.
The savings to taxpayers and consumers of creating such a market
could be as high as six billion dollars—about one thousand dollars a



