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Four French members of the Order of the
Holy Cross in Canada reported for duty at
the beginning of the war, and one of them
was wounded while fighting with the
French army.

The Brothers of St. Vincent de Paul had
only one French member eligible for mili-
tary service. He joined the French army
in 1914, and has been twice mentioned for
bravery in the Orders of the Day.

The Missionaries of the Sacred Heart have
been represented at the front by four French
subjects who returned from Canada to serve
in the trenches. One of them, Father
Cadoux, was mentioned in the Orders of the
Day for @peclal bravery in rescuing the
wounded under fire.

From the Capuchin Order, ten French
subjects went back to France and joined the
colours. Three of those men were killed on
the battlefield, Father Albert, Father Ed-
ward and Father Justinian, all of whom at
one time were stationed in Ottawa, and with
two of whom I was well acquainted.

The Christian Brothers, at Montreal, are
represented at the front by two of their
French members, one of whom has been
severely wounded.

From the Oblate Order in Canada, twenty-
four French members returned to France,
and they have served in the ranks with
great distinction. - One was killed on the
battlefield, two died of wounds, four were
decorated with the Military Cross, and
several of the others were mentioned for
bravery in the Orders of the Day.

Mr. Speaker, the figures which I have just
placed before you, constitute a part only of
what stands to the credit of the French
Religious who went, back from Canada to
France to help their Motherland in this
war. But, Sir, I submit that these figures
are more than sufficient to refute the base-
less statements made by the hon. gentleman
from Durham at North Bay.

If the hon. gentleman’s statements were
not made for a wicked and malicious pur-
pose, then by every standard of public and
private honour he is required to retract
what he has said, to offer an apology to the
living and to make reparation to the mem-
ory of the dead. Should he hesitate or de-
cline to do this, then he will stand self-
condemned before his fellowmen, stripped
of the last vestige of any claim to public
respect or public confidence.

You will recall, Sir, that earlier in my
remarks I referred to the part the Christian
Science Monitor had played in the Cana-
dian campaign against the- Pope and the
Catholics. If you are a reader of the New
York press, you will be familiar with an-

other phase of the same campaign which
was carried on in the neighbouring
republic. Among other things, the Christian
Science Monitor and its imitators in the
United States, as well as in Canada, alleged
that the Pope was responsible not only for
the disaster that befel the Italian army, but -
also for the disruptive propaganda that
brought that disaster about. This amazing
fiction was repeated apparently in good
faith by F. C. Walcott, Assistant Food
Controller of the United States. When con-
vinced of his error, Mr. Walcott had the
manliness to eign and authorize the publi-

_cation of the following retra,ct.ion

UNITED STATES FOOD ADMLNISTRATIOW
WASHINGTON, D. C.

New York, January 29, 1918.
Dear Mr. Iselin:

I desire to confirm what I at once wrote to
Monsignor Lavelle on the 18th instant, namely,
that I much regret a statement I recently made
in this city at a conference to consider KFood
Conservation. My statement attributed to the
Pope a measure of responsibility for the Italian
disaster and for the disruptive propaganda
which had brought it about. I repeated
thoughtlessly and without previous reflection a
rumor I had heard which I had 'not verified
and which I am now convinced and believe was
untrue. I have since read the categorical deniatl
of Cardinal Gasparri, the Pope’'s Minister of
Foreign Affairs, and the demial of Cardina’
Bourne in London, and I have also read the
statement recently made by Signor Orlando, the
Prime Minister of Italy, in the Italian Chamber
of Deputies, as follows:

“I deplore the accusations of a ‘general
character made by the Hon. Signor Pirolini
against high ecclesiastical personages—accus-
ations that tend to hurt the supreme spiritual
authority—against priests and against the
Catholic party. Such accusations are unjust
and offensive, because as the public are aware,
the Italian clergy, both high and low, have
given noble and beautiful proofs of Italian
sentiments, and the great mass of the Catholics
have known how to reconcile the dictates of
faith with their duties towards their country.”

I therefore feel that it is my duty to retract
the statement I made in regard to the Pope,
which I do without reserve, and I would like
to correct the unfortunate and erroneous
impression my remarks tended to create.

You may give this letter such publicity as
your committee deems advisable to counteract
the effect of my statement and its repetition
by those who heard my remarks.

May I take this opportunity to express the
appreciation of my colleagues and myself of the
uniform and effective co-operation which the
National Food Administration has received
from our Catholic fe]low-clt:zens and the
Catholic clergy?

I am
Very sincerely yours, *

F. C. WALCOTT.
ADRIAN ISELIN, ESQ.
Chairman Catholic Laymen’s Committee,
36 'Wall Street, New York.
And, Mr. Speaker, if I have any further
suggestion to make to the hon. member for



