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Mr. DAVIES (P.E.LI} I am asking for in-
formation. I ask the hon. geutlema.n how
his theory works out, when it is proved that
these factories or industries enter into a com-
bine ?

AMr. WOOD (Westmoreland). 1 will come
to that presently. We might appeal to the
experience of the United States under a pro-
tective policy, it could be shown from the
history of that country that under the pro-

tective polwv the prmuple of competition

has come in. and that the manufacturers
of that coumry are supplying the people
with goods in all the leading lines of manu-
factare of as good guality and at as cheap
prices as the same goods can be obtained
in any country in the world. The experi-
ence of Canada  during the fifteen or
sixteen years' operation of the National
Policy proves the same thing. Take, for in-
stance, the woollen manufacture of the coun-
uwy. The woollen manufactories of Carada
are furnishing the people of Canada with a
class of goods that are in every way suited
to the people’s wants, they are furnishing
us with woollen yarns and flannels and
tweeds which are durable, which are well
suited to our climate and which are in every
respect as well suited to the wants of the
people as any that car be imported from ab-
road. Any one who has watched ‘he pro-
gress of this industry must nave observed
that there has been, during recent years
especially. a very marked improvement in
the quality of the goods produced, and that
there has been at the same time. 2 very
marked reduction in the price at which these
goods are sold. That has been the result of
the introduction of improved machinary, the
adoption of better methods and eforts that
have been put forth in different ways to re-
duce the cost of manufacture, and the consu-
mers in Canada have derived the full ad-
vantage from every reduction that has been
affected in the cost of manufacturing these
“goods. The same is true with regard to cot-
“ton goods, with regard to the dlft‘etem lines
of leather goods, boots and shoes, hats and
caps, with regard to different manufactures
of woodenware, and indeed of all the lead-
ing industries of the country. Hon. gentle-
men endeavoured to illustrate their theo-
ries by referring to the sugar refining in-
‘ dustrv. The hon member for South Ox-
ford made the statement that the protective
‘duty given to the sugar refineries of Can-
ada increased the price to the consumers
by the amount of that duty ; that upon the
import of sugar at the present time, this
-~ would amount to & tax equal to about §2.-
000,000 which the people of Canada pay, and
not a dollar of which goes into the public
treasury. - That argument has been answered
“in former discusgions in this House, by com-
- paring the prices in the United States and
in Canada, showmg that the people of Can-
ada were paying no more for their sugar
than the people of the United States. Tak-
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ing the cost of raw material and the cost
of manufacturing, and assuming them 1t
be the same. the refiners of Canada have no
larger profit than the refiners of the United
States. Previous to the adoption of the Na-
tional Policy, our sugar was purchased in
the United States after it had been refined :
since the National Policy, it has been pur-
chased from our own retfiners. and our peo-
ple have paid no higher for it than they
would have paid if they had bought it. as
they formerly did. in the TUnited States.
Now, I do not wish to detain the House
with figures upon this point; but 1 have
taken the trouble to ascertain the prices in
Canada and in the United States in the
months of Aprii and May. On the 3th April,
quotations in Montreal for granulated sugar
were 3 5-16 to 33 cents per lb.; at the
same date ‘the New York quotations were
3 15-16 to 414 cents, a difference of about 75
cents per 100 lbs. On the 1st of May the
prices in Montreal were 314 to 3 5-16 cents :
on the same day in New York the prices
were 4 cents to 1 3-1€, a difference of some
thing more than 75 cents per 100 1bs. It must
be remembered that at these dates the dury
upon raw sugar in the United States was
40 per cent; that calculated upon the pre-
sent prues of raw sugar. would be about
equal to 75 cents per ewt. So that if we

take that into account. in  April and
May. the people of Canada were get-
ting their sugar as cheaply as they would
if they had bought it in the United States.
If we take the prices at the present time,
we find the same result. On the 16th May.
1 ascertained by telegraph the prices of
sugar in New York and the prices in Hali-
fax. In New York the quotations were :
Granulated, $4.44: in Halifax, 4 cents per
1b. For yellow sugars. New York prices
were $£3.56 ; in Halifax, 3 cents. It must be
remembered that this was after the imposi-
tion of the 50 cents duty on raw sugar
on the 3rd May last. and alters the relative
positions of the markets to that extent.
Nevertheless, if we allow for that, the dif-
ference in price is still in favour of the
Canadian buyer by about 20 cents per 100
Ihs. on granulated. anil about 30 cents per
100 lbs. en yellow.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L) Would the hon.
member repeat the figures in New York and
Halifax ?

Mr. WOOD (Westmoreland). The price
in New Yo'k on the 16th May was $4.44
per 100 Ibs, and in Halifax the price was %
cents per 1b.

‘Mr. DAVIES (P.E.IL)
was what ?

Mr. WOOD (Westmoreland). The differ-
ence was 44 cents ; but from that you must
subtract 25 cents, which is the difference
between the duty on raw sugar in the United
States and the duty on raw sugar in Can-
ada ; that leaves 19 cents in favour of the

And the difference



