17.

18. .

19.

and increased threats to the diversity of cultures and beliefs all contribute to the
undermining of just and stable society. We therefore call for a renewed commitment
to eliminate all forms of discrimination and to take measures that promote respect for
the diverse languages, cultures and beliefs, and traditions of the world, which enrich
all our lives.

Recognizing that the full exploitation of the opportunities for development created by
globalisation is not possible without security, political stability and peace. We
commit ourselves, in partnership with civil society, to promote processes that help to
prevent or resolve conflicts in peaceful manner, support measures that help to
stabilise post-conflict situations and combat terrorism of all kinds.

Good governance requires inclusive and participatory processes at both national and
international levels. We call on the global community to search for inclusive
processes of multilateralism which give more effective voice in the operations of
international institutions to developing countries, and which recognise the particular
vulnerabilities of small states.

We believe that the Commonwealth, an association of diverse sovereign nations
reflecting different stages of development and united by common values, has a vital
role to play in promotion consensus at national and international levels and in
providing practical assistance for the creation of capacities needed to promote
people-centred development. At the threshold of a new millennium, we look to the
Commonwealth, and its family of organisations, to contribute significantly to making
the above aspirations a reality.

Fancourt
George, South Africa
14 November 1999
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