
We need an efficiency revolution. I ai-„ firmly convinced that an appreciable increase in energy

efuciency will be one of the key features of a modem economy. We need modem power sta-

tions which combine the highest possible efficiency Wit i'i the lowest possible levels of pollution.

We must make more use of the potential of renewable forms of energy. In Germany, for

example, we intend to double the share ofrene•,vable forms of energy by the year 20 10.

"That further concrete options do we have to effectiveiy counter the greenhouse efFect?

Firstly, we must, do something in our ow-n homes. Farticularly in older buildings, far too much

energy is still beina lost. With the aid of an Energy Savings Ordinance we intend to greatly

reduce CO2 emissions in 'buildings.

^econdlÿ, in the field off transport. ►he number of 'v'ehicles on the road, and thus CO, etiiission5,

will continue to increase. in the coming years. It is imperative to do more here to ensure that

the reduction achieved in harinful emissions, for instance in the industrial sector, is not

cancelled out` again. Let there be no mistake: i am not talking about restricting mobility.

Rather, we need vehicles which use much less fibel than at present. The three-litre car recently
presented is a good step forwârd in this respeVt. And in fi'eight traffi î, we need a greater shift

from transport by road to rail.

Thirdly, there are also still considerable possibilities for saving energy in private consumption. I

arn thhai;ing here of econoniieal fridges and lights, energy-saving computers, as well as teleVi-

sions and audio systems. Whether it is a spectacular technical innovation or a.merely gradual

one: these are the markets of the future. T hey not only offer opportunities for protecting our

cnvironn;ent but also for preserving and creating modem jobs. Those wztl-, political responsi-

bility should therefore remember that anyone trying to slow down climate protection or merely

failing to make progress will in just a few years' time be out of tauch with one of the most

in►portant markets of the next inillennlum.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1990 was the warnest year since regular temperature records began more than a hundred years

ago. ihe -five hottest years since the i.Stii century have all been in the 1990s. From the intenn '-

tional insurance industry we know that most of the damage which must be replaced today is
caused by bad weather: stornns, hailstones and floods.


