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AIR CANADA'S THIRTY-FIFTH BIRTHDAY

Thirty-five years ago a tiny twln-engined air-
craft throbbed into the slcy over Vancouver and
headed across the United States border to Seattle,
Washington, 122 miles away. The plane, a Lockheed
10A Electra, was filled to capaclty with tes passen-
gers and a two-man crew. It covered the 122-mile
route in one hour.

To the casual observer that Septemnber 1, there
may have been littie that was unique about either the
flight or the aircmaft. Sinaîl short-hop passenger-flight
routes had been springisg up for years around the
continent. This particular fllght, howevem, was a
monientous ose in Canadian aviation hlstomy for it
was the beglsning of scheduled airline services for
Trans-Canada Air Lises, fousded eamlier that year by
an act of Parliament ia famaway Ottawa.

The second-hand Electra was ose of two Lock-
heeds acquimed by the fledgling airline n0w known as
Air Canada, when it bought out Canadian Airways, a
smnaîl airline operating on the West Coast. A third

Pratt and Whitney - the saine manufacturers of the
original tiny Lackheed power plants.

As for the Lockheed airframe, the modern-day
counterpart of the original Electra is the Lockheed
L-1011, an $18.1-million giant that wlll seat 256
passengers and cruise at speeds of up to 600 miles
an boum, which will be used on transcontinental and
transborder services; Air Canada takes delivery of
the first of ten of these aircraft in December.

While the original 122-mile route to Seattle from
Vancouver ia now served by another carrier, Air
Canada in 1971 operated over more than 91,000 miles
of air routes, carrying 7,436,000 passengers in 1971.
It employed more than 17,000 persons across its
systein, which links Canada with the United States,
Britain, Continental Europe, and also islands in the
Carilibean Ses.

1. The Lockheed L-1011, introduced inta service
in the summer of 1973, is a wide-bodied jet that
accommodatea 256 passengers. One of its main
features ia a galle y under the passenger cabin
from where meula are talcen by elevators up ta
the passengers.

2. The firat aircraft ever operated by Air Canada
<formerly Trans-Canada Air Uines) was the
Stearman HEM biplane that was used mostly
to survey new air routes in 1937 and 1938.
It was sold ta Northern Airways in March 1939.


