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ARCTIC SUPEER. = 1932

sofrom Hudson Bay's wind-swept sounhern
out €s to Alert, Canada's northernmost weather
trEOSt' the Department of Transport was busy
sup Tghout the summer with the biggest Arctic
Ply task in history.
Mmihring the few short weeks of Arctutic
m0reeﬁ; the Department’s convoys delivered
Weatht an 100,000 tons of supplies to %O—gdd
vill er stations, defence outposts, Fskimo
Wereages and other ports of call. Taking part
'rct'17 departmental icebreakers and specFal
Craflc supply vessels, more than 125 landlng
reithand 26 chartered commercial tankers and
-5 ghters. In addition to the ship's crevs,
ande ihan 1,100 men were taken north by ship
‘itip ane to help get ashore the vast quan=
and es of supplies and the shiploads of oil
gasoline.
inc}he Department's operations this year
Sta uded deliveries to the Mid-Canada Line
St1°ns in Hudson Bay, the joint Canadian-
550‘ weather stations as far north as AleFt,
7 mlles'from the North Pole, the DEW Line
abtallatxons in Foxe Basin, peints on the
midrador coast and, for the first time.‘the
;Baffin Island DEW Line bases. In addition,
re was a major suppl undertaking at
r°b_is}1er Bay,JCanadggsynew nHub of the
ICtic" and now an important refuelling base
°f trans-Polar international aviation. At
18 one port, 17,000 tons of dry cargo and
8t quantities of oil and gasoline were
tlivered,
5 In the Western Arctic, the Department was
€Spongible for getting some 5,000 tons of
E:Ods to various defence, . radio and weatber
watP°Sts. While the Eastern Arctic operatlion
Mas,m§in1y by sea from Quebec, Montrea!.and
warlFlme ports, the Western Arctic delivery
\ S in the main by way of the MacKenzie River
l{:ZEM. thence by ship along the Arctic coast-
& N§St northerly port of call for the Depart-
c:nt s shipping was Eureka, on the northwest
oy ast of Ellesmere Island and 750 miles from
e North Pole. Cargo was delivered there by
v!.leePé\rt:ment's icebreaker, Cc:G:8 0 nd!'Ibers
3 le", which in Norwegian Bay broke through
B ice-field 70 miles wide in the course ©
B T journey. Supplies for Alert, farthest
orth of the stations, were taken to Thule,
mreenland. and forwarded by air. The Depart-
ent js hopeful that this supply job, in
cuture years, will be undertaken by its re-
Afntly-launched triple-screw icebreaker "John
& Macdonald", which will be in service next
yQar.
e At most ports of call the ships had to have
ith them their own landing equipment such as
ork-]jfts, barges, tractors and trucks, for,

Va

with the exception of Churchill and Frobisher
Bay, the ports are without loading or dock
facilities of any kind. This year's under=
taking was also hampered by heavy ice that
lingered later than in most years and, moving
with wind and tide, sometimes held up ship-to-
shore operations for days at a time. In some
cases, such as-at Resolute Bay on Comwallis
Island, ice floes up to eight and ten feet
thick, weighing hundreds of tons, were jammed
tight in the harbours until a change of wind
sased the blockade. At all ports, however,
cargoes were finally landed and residents of
all the High Arctic communities were provided
with another year's supplies.

Department of Transport vessels taking part
in this year's northern operations included
the northern supply vessel; C.G.S. "C.D.
Howe", the icebreakers nd'Iberville", "N.B.
McLean", "Montcalm", nSir William Alexander",
"L abrador", "Sir Humphrey Gilbert", "Saurel",
nErnest Lapointe" and the lighthouse supply
and buoy ship "Edward Cornwallis". Also
participating were seven sea-going powered
barges, used particularly where shallow draft
vessels wereneeded. C.G.S. "C.D: Howe" visited
more than 30 Eastem Arctic ports, serving as
a base for the Government's Eastern Arctic
patrol which supervises the interests of
health, welfare, law and order in the northern
settlements. More than 2,000 Eskimos were
brought aboard the ship for medical examina-
tion and their villages were visited by staffs
from the Departments of National Health and
Wel fare and Northern Affairs, who travelled on

the ship.
PASSENGER SERVICE

Transport Department vessels carried more
than 450 passengers to and from the Arctic and
between northem ports of call. They included
departmental staff going to and from assigned
posts in the Far North, Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, missionaries, trading company staff
and many Eskimos.

The year's opérations began in late June
and continued until the fall freeze-up in
October. Icebreakers remained in the north
until all commercial shipping was safely out
of Arctic waters.

An important factor in the season's opera-
tions was the Department of Transport aerial
ice patrol, which continually carried out
flights over the northern sea-lanes and kept
all shipping advised as to the location and
novement of ice. With the advent of winter,
the patrol moved its operationsto eastern
waters and the Gulf of St. Lawrence, where it
will continue to serve shipping during the

winter.




