
15 cougars. A Regional Public Advisory Committee, recommended in 1995 that one-fifth of
the area be preserved and the rest opened to logging.59

The Western Canada Wilderness Committee has also emphasized the importance of
preserving old-growth rainforests as watersheds and called for an end to logging in the three
forests that serve as watersheds for the Vancouver area. The Provincial Water Rights Board
indicated that "from a standpoint of public health, it is essential that no logging be allowed
on the watersheds. " Logging in the area includes cutting old-growth trees such as Douglas
tirs that are would as much as $40,000 worth of lumber froma each tree, creating strong
incentives to increase loggmng despite the danger of water pollution and erosion. Old-growth
forests are more biologically diverse and less likely to degrade the soil than are same-age,
planted forests.'

The International Coalition to Save British Columbia's Forest argues that the Forest
Practices Code fails to give the public the right to appeal decisions; its standards for the
protection of prime salmon streams is weaker thm U.S.F.S. standards for fishless streams; it
limits but does not prohibit clearcuts; it provides limte protection for endangered species and
their habit; and it reaffirms the power of provincial forest officials and timber executives that

including


