
20 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE INSTITUTIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS AS A CENTRE FOR HARMONIZING THE ACTIONS OF 
NATIONS 

During this session, Canada participated in three initiatives in the 
Fifth Committee flowing from the statement in the general debate of the 
Secretary of State for External Affairs, in which he identified certain of the 
institutional problems confronting the Organization. The Canadian delegation 

sponsored a resolution on the pattern of conferences designed to restrict their 

number and to limit servicing requirements to the essentials. This initiative 
met with the approval of the Cotnmittee and of the General Assembly in 
Plenary Session where it was approved unanimously. 

Another Canadian initiative was the co-sponsorship and introduction of 
a resolution aimed at reducing the excessive volume of documentation in the 
United Nations family of organizations. This resolution, too, was approved by 

the Cortunittee without objection, as it was in Plenary. 

Canada also participated in the drafting and sponsorship of a resolution 

aimed at ensuring orderly expansion of headquarters accommodation in New 
York. The resolution, which was introduced in the Committee by the Canadian 

delegation, authorized the Secretary-General to proceed with the new 

construction in New York and also made provision for a study of the possibility 

of relocating certain units of the United Nations elsewhere. This resolution 

was also accepted by the General Assembly by a large majority. 

In all, the acceptance of these and other resolutions by the Fifth 

Committee and the General Assembly as a whole opened the way for conti-

nued efforts twoards improving the United Nations machinery in both 

efficiency and effectiveness. 

The first reports of the United Nations Board of Auditors, of which the 
Auditor General of Canada is a member, were discussed in the Fifth Committee 

and approved. The Auditor General of Canada was first appointed to the three-

member board in 1967 and will be eligible for re-election for another three-

year period at the fall 1970 session of the General Assembly. 


