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BACKGROUNDER DOCUMENTATION

CANADA-ISRAEL BILATEHAL RELAT!DNE

Canada haa str::-nglvqar aupaurted the State nf tsrael aince lts fnundattan in 1948 ann is
firmiy committed to that. Gountry’s wall- bemg s an. Independant atate in the Middle.
East, within secure and’ reeagmzed beundanes Dver the: ‘years, we- have develaped a
braad frameworkgof agreementa and’ understandmgs wnth Istael an aueh diverss.
matters ag cultural relations,. agncui'ture trada, mdustrlal research and deveiupment
Keézlth and Canadlan studlea :

The depth of-our relationship-is exempl:ﬁed byr numereus offlc;a[ Ilnk.a and a.vast
range of private contacta in 1:989.-President and s, Herzag made a; state Visit 16
Cangada,. and, in Nuvember 19904and March 1991 the- Ser::retar'ﬁ,ar of State for External
Affalra {SSEA} visited tsragi., The SSEA alau meets regularw with the Israeli: Foraign
Minister; notably on the margma of the-United Nations: ‘General Asaembly in March
1993, Isiaeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres made anofficial -visit to: Canada There:
have alsg been frequent exchangea of official wsuts bv fédetal. and prawnclal cab:net
g:aters and memhers afv Parhament In Eddl‘tIDn tens of thousands of: Canadtens

d

Buring the receént Gulf grisis, Canada ¢ontributed $500 000 in humahitarian’
assistapce to. Israel. The -contribution was- -channelled through the Canadian Red
Cross. to its lsraeli counterpart thé Magen’ David. Adom, for 1he purchase aof
emergencv medical eqmpment end ather relief aupphas. At the. requestﬂ .of the Israefi”
-government, Canada also provided 14 000 gas masks to the; ‘Ogeupied Territories.;

Trade- remalns an |mportant aspeet of the relatlonship Israel is one-of ‘Canada’ 'S
Iangest trading partners in the Middle East ani its third-largest source of imparts from
the region. Two-way trade ‘tor 1992 was reasonably balanced. Canada ang tsrael
both activeiy pmmote their: expaorts:and have s:gned a number af,;agreernenta.
méemboranda of underetandlng -and & taxation” treaty to-ancourage further trade.. In:
April 1992, “a. Joint Ecanamm Carnm:aa:nn was held in Ottawa; the next: meetlng 5

;acheduled for March 1994, The campnaltlnn nf Canadiari- expors. reflects 3 balanced.
‘mix of mn‘ustrlal raw materials: and fulh,.r manufactured goods: Leading Canadian -
expnrta mclude crude and reflned sulphur aluminium, lumber,. aircraft'engings, ‘and
.capper and Zinc producta Israal’s Iargeat expnrts 10 Canada inciude: dlamnnds,

;appllances, yarns, agrlcultural pradunts and medlcal al:r.mpment

Dunng the wsn af Foretgn Minister Peres, agreemant wgs reached on a Canada tsrael
stnal Research and: Develnpment Fund whlch CO!TIITlItS ear.:h cuuntrv 10 prnwde
mllllnn over three ',reara to- atlmulate bilateral mdustnal and teehnlcal co-aperation:
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