
The Secretariat of Meaith requires that Importera apply for, and obtain, an
"Autorizaciôn Sanitarla Previa de Importaciônu for oIl food andi figh products. ln order

to obtain such authorizatians, importera must present Iaborotory analysis resuits taken
in the country of orIgin, which certify that the product is safe for human consumption.

ln the case of lobsters, Fiaheries mnd Oceans Canada Is supportive of Canadian
exporters who wlsh ta ship produot Into the Mexican market. On the request of
Canadian lobster exportera, FANDO's reglonai Inspection Services Branch will issue
Certificates ta enable Mexicari Customners ta proceas their import applications ln
accordance wlth the rulings of the Secretariat of Hoolth. lntereated parties shouid
contact the reglonal offices of Fisheries and Oceans, or Mr. 8.J. Emberley, Director
Generai, Inspection end Enforcoment, Fisheries end Occans, 200 Kent Street, Station
1338, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada KIA 0E6.

MABETN

As lndicatd marlier. the principal supplier of lobster to the Mexicen market la the
United States, consisting of- rock lobster andi o 'thor sea crayflsh. Officiai Mexican
statistica rnake rio mention of Hamnarus Arnericanus enterlng from that country. lni
recent months ther, ha been growing interest among potentlal seafood Importera andi
distributors for information on Canada's lobster lndustry.

Annex i of this paper iists the. companies which Inquireti specifically about lobster ut
the Canada Booth durlng the recent fisheries exhibition organlzed by the Secroeat
of Fisherles ln Mexico City . Canadien exportera may commun icate with these contacts
ta initiate a dialogue which couid possily loati to some future business.

Homarus Americanus, becouse of Its large size endi more choice flash ln the clawa, la
consideredti o bc a delicacy among Mexico'u gourmet trode. The recent easing of
lmport controls for fiuheuies products could resuit in lncreslng future sales of
Curiodian lobster and crayfish into the Mexican market. lit shôuld be rocognized,
however, that becau3e Mexico la one of the world's major lobster producers,
significarit increases ta the prssent Import levels would semr uniikely. Canadian
exportera May have to be content with aupplying a niche market et best.

Sales of lmported seafoode to Mexico are usualiy made through local agents or
distributors, wvho normoliy operate on o commission biais. Products comlng into the
country move from the exporter ta the local agent or distributor, then ho delivers to
the whoiesaier, supermarketa, hotels andi restaurants. Most buyers prefer ta demi with
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