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Forum 2000, which conducted, a compre-
hensive review of the Canada-Japan bilat-
eral relationship and potential joint ap-
proaches to multilateral issues. The recom-
mendations of the forum now under ac-
tive consideration by the two govern-
ments, include a cail for the creation of a
Joint Centre for Confict Prevention and
Resolution on Vancouver Island, which
could eventually draw wider participation
by other counitries in Asia-Pacific and else-
where.

Finally, we have worked hard in the
United Nations, the Group of Seven lead-
ing industrialized counitries (G7) and other
institutions to encourage ahl countries in
the region to adhere to their international
commitinents to
arms control, non-
proliferation meas-
ures and human
rights. In the
United Nations, our
aim is to use the
authority of the UN
on global initiatives
to help ensure posi-
tive and reinforcing
interaction between
the global and the
regional levels. Our
caîl for an interna-
tional arms regîster
is a good example
of this approach.

Other govern-
ments are, by defi-
nition, our natural
partners, but we re-
alize that there are
many other stake-
holders with a con- à Cénda n,ýP
tribution to make -

and a responsibility
to do so. We are
firmlv rnninitted to'

port in
and ge
rum te
gion.

non-govemmental
-ts into, the same fo-
-oncerns of the re-

gress, the security agenda is long and ten-
sions in some parts of the region are in-
creasing. This underlines the need to
move quickly from the focus on "process"
to, a greater concentration on "substance."
We believe it will be prudent to, build secu-
rity forums now before the need becomes
more urgent.

I believe the most important issue in
the region is Russia. It must be included
within. the regional Asia-Pacîfic system.
The political uncertainty graphically illus-
trated by this weekend's events could ad-
versely affect the progress of President
Yeltsin' s cooperative foreign policy, with
very sigifficant implications for Asia-Pa-
cific. Ail of us have an interest in advanc-

UN Transitional Authority in Gai

,cess of political and economic
Zussia - and President Yeltsin
champion.

Russia with confident leader-
1 allow serious new bilateral dis~
iith Japan, which is the only
ie Northern Territories issue
led. Its resolution would pave
r closer economic cooperation
th Pacific, ease residual anxî-
nove the region forward.
r current issue is North Korea,

àh 12,
Korea ,s

forthcoming withdrawal from the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, 1 issued a state-
ment urging the North Korean govern-
ment in the strongest possible terms to re-
consider, and to allow inspections of ail fa-
cilities.

Ensuring full respect for the NPT is of
paranlount importance to, Canada. North
Korea's withdrawal is a retrograde step
that poses a serious challenge that will fur-
ther isolate that country from the world.
Active consultations are underway bilater-
ally, at the International Atomnic Energy
Agency, and multilaterally at the United
Nations.

You are, of course, aware of the self-im-
posed absence of the North Korean teamn

from this particular
meeting, an ab-
sence we regret.
There can be no rea-
sontable prospect of
confidence and re-
duced tensions
while the region is
held hostage to the
threat of a covert
nuclear weapons
programn. We be-
lieve a more devel-
oped multilateral re-
gional security dia-
logue might have
offered an opportu-
nity to avoid the
current cnisis.

Another difficult
issue is the broad
and graduai integra-
tion of China into
the wider world.

mubodia (UNTAC). We have neyer be-
Canadian Forces photo lieved that an iso-

lated China was in
anyone's best inter-

est. Equally, however, China must realize
that Canada wilI be faithful to our funda-
mental policy of advancing the principles
of human rights and democratic govern-
ment, whether in Beijing, Tibet, Hong
Kong or Taiwan.

We remain deeply concemred that
China's military budget continues to in-
crease at a greater rate than its rapid eco-
nomic growth. The mutual confidence and
respect fundamental to regional security
can neyer be advanced while there are
egregious violations of human rights, or
political processes that preclude demo-
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