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"A Nýatioiial Debt"9
ARTHUR Hl. D. HIAIR.

WÂR! WAR! WAR! Musket and powder and baill
Ah, what do we f ight so f ar? Ah, wby have we battles

' at ail ?
Tie 'ýJustice" must be done they eay, the Nation'e honour

to keep
Aine, that justice should be so dear, and human lives

se cheap.-(Fromn the "Song of the Sword.)
If wars must be, and humnanity muet pay the price in

blood, money and mieery the "Nation's honour to keep,"
then in justice to the meraory of those who pay the price,
let the nation see to it that the deede of valeur of their
heroes are passed on to posterity, and that flot one of tbem
shalh be s.bandoned In th~e hour of death, but shail at ieast
bo accorded "six feet of earth" in whicb to rest their
weary bones, while their naines shall be carved deep in
ms.rble or granite for generatione yet unborn to profit
thereby,-such 18 oflly consistent With the traditions wo
preach.

I~f National Sentiment means anything in the developinent
of the nation, It meane consistency of practice and precept.

It has been the ambition and privilege of'the promoters
of the "Last Post L. N. & M. C. Funà, for the past ten
years to point out a "National Dobt" wbicb by roason of
Its peculiar character bas been (metaphorlcally spoaklng)

several of the

sing, that tbe financial
[y smail comparod witb
It le recovered.
useful purpose te the

luI wbat way?
e venture the assertion,
tnswered equally lIn tbe

ways la whiclu It has

The wars of the paet, have been (numericaliy) so insigni-
ficant as compared to the present one, that a scheme such
as now under considoration, would~ have appeared utoplan
in 1914. The "paeeing" of a f ew oid war-scarred veterans,
who would drop by the way-eide, "unhonoured and uflsufg"
-though none tbe less deserving tban the soldier 0f to-

'day-did not dieturb the publie minid, but can we go. on
as a possible partner in a "Leàgue of Nations" ecboing
the valour of our beroes througb press and preacbed, while
we lnconsistently abandon tbem ini the bour of deatb? Or
shall we omulate tbe spirit of our American Ally wbo seos
to it, that through State and Çivlc Government cooperation,
every soldier's death reflecte the inspirlng magnanimity of
a grateful nation?

A MUNICIPAL ENGINEERIS COMPLAINT.

The Eldtor,-A few weelks ago a dally paper of Mont-
real published the following: "The alderman scourged the
engineere wbo supervieed tbe paving of the Boulevard
Gouin, because o! the bad state of the eaid etreet."

Toûo f ton are municipal engineers eo criticized. Altbougb
1 do not give too mucb attention or imnportance te sucb
criticisrn, it bas become common axnong thoso who
manage civic affaire ln Canada. Generaliy epeaking these
criticis bave ne techuical instruction, and wbat le worso,
tbey want ail thinge done according to their interest or
their vlewe, dlsregardîng the advice of their engineers.

Lot the aldermen or councillors support the engineors,
lot thoin follow their advlce, lot thom net interfere in thiaga
theY do not know, and thon there wil be less errors and
less money spent useleesly.

There le wucb to say on thils subject, but f will not take
any more of your valuable spaco.

Yours truly,
AL4 FRED ROY, C..,


