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offered for $25 an acre. That means that of our investments and of Our enterprise.

with the saine capital, and probably with -The Mail and Empire.

less labor proportionately, because the
soil is better, the Western farmer may Canadian Rails for Canaclian Subsidized
work from double to four times the area, Railways
or he may operate the same area with a HE announcement that the Clergue
greatly reduced capital. For this reaàon concern at Sault Ste. Marie has
he moves westward, and for preciselythe stopped its rolling mill for want of oTders
same reason Canada draws agriculturists is discussed in our news columns. The,
frorn the States. They see that land is World regrets very much that a'single
cheap, that the yield is quite as large, rail for Canadian railways should be im-
and on an average much larger, than that ported either from the United States or
of Dakota or Minnesota, and they realize Europe. Years ago The World advo-
that it is good business tc, become Cana- cated such a prohibitory tariff -on rails as
dian farmers. The exodus is not the would have resulted in the establishment
result of evercrowding, for the Republic of-half a dozen steel rolling mills of-the
has millions of acres of land still unocm- first class. Canada, as a Dominion, and
pied. It is caused by the land values the variOuS provinces, are to-day voting
being so much higher in the United States immense subsidies to various railways.
than in Canada- In course of time this 'Fo our mind, one of the specified condi-
will probably equalize itself in sorne tions in all this voting of subsidies ought
measure, for the sale of farm propertY tc, be that the rails to be used shall be
in the United States will depress values, Canadian rails, made of Canadian iron.
while the growing dernand in ýCanada will It is not too late yet to have that policy
serve to increase values. But long before go into force, and the responsibility must
that takes place Western Canada will have rest with the powers at Ottawa for neg-
attracted a great population, not only lecting tb adopt such a measure for the
frSn the United States, but also fron, welfare of thé country. We have the ore,
Eastern Canada and from Europe. -Of we have all the. facilities for smelting it,
course this movement could not . have we have the water power and sites for
taken place if we had not previouslY smelters, we have the transportation
shown our faith in the country by giving facilities, and we are in just as good
it railway connection with the East position to màke steel rails in Canada as
Without that the country.would lack a they are in the United States. It ig not
market, and the farrners ýVpuld be unable so very long ago that it was said in the
to, dî" e of their crops, This railway United States that the steel ràil industry.
progress must go on, for it is the pioneer could not be built up there ;. but high pro-.
efsettlement.- One of the evils that we tection has put that country in a Mition:
rnust guard against, however, is the where she can beat the world in the Pro-
nmopolization of land by great corpora- duction of steel, rail$, ore as a matteý -oftions, which, will raise the prices above the, fact, in the production of. iron of any
'level that, is so attractive fo immigrants. kind. If the United States to-day israid-
'this would, retard sefflement, and, in fact, ing the foreign'market for rails it is be-
kill the goose that lays the. golden egg., cause of the home rnarkef, that protection
Our Western influx'should be the subject gave, tÉern to start wI& The duty on
of caxeful study, in order that its inspira- steel tails.,wiH :C«tainly. have to'be coný

-tion may beý well undérstoood and pre- skWed by the Liberal party when it tneets
àerved. W-e have f6r many years been in February nèxt, te decide on the tariffP panng - the vny.. f th.rej Io, bwve=nt revision which.the Globe promiffl is then
-alid =tt be.ýâk'rt t6làke advantage to be tak= up.-. The Toronto Worie


