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As gracefully as a d uck on the ocean wave hoe sits in

the saddle while the pony doînonstrates inathena-

tical figures to the amusement of the ranchers and

the aîn-zement of Iltenderfeet." Soon realizing the

fixedness of the quantitv aboard, the pony becomes

philosopliiesi and walks off at the ordiînary pace,

(bos-puer v'olens.)

The passionate love of unbridled freedoîîî nani-

fested by the pony in one circunistance is înanifested

by the rider iii another. Given a cewboy +r 0o1 bot-

tle XXX -+ one six-shooter + a towvn, aiid yen have

a pradtical demonstration of the western conception

of freedoem. Lt mîay ho ideal, but it becones uncoul-

fortahly real at timies. Perforation serus to hecoîîîe

the chief end of this partienlar main, and fehlow-

hoings take coirumon grouind witli a pine board. Cali

it redudétio ad absurdumn, if yen please; philosophy

is thin and pinuy beforc the whiiziiig ballet. The

cowhoy is a iatcrialist and propagates bis doiétrine

with certainty and despatch.

Of a slgtvhiglier grade is the miniler. Though

as foul of oatlis and strife and possessed of the saine

intense eageriiess for the spirittueus, hoe is on an aver-

age more intelligent aiid miore intiiately acquaintcd

with the main topics of tie day. The daily paper

constitutes bis library, with a few lectures of R. G.

Ingersol thrown in for ethical guidance.

ln huickskin shirts, bine derry overalis and hob-

nailed boots. with bhis pots ani his pans, bis pack-

horse and bis "lpardrier" ho hies away te the hiills

and lives in the lap of nature. Ail day long ho picks

and digs with happy spirit illnired by the peculiar

fascination of lus xvork, and at niglit-fall when the

whip-poor-will's song has (lied away into stillness

this poor shaggy child of the minitaiii wraps lîimself

in bis blanket, tomns bis tocs to the blazing- camp-

fire and is soon lulled to sleep by the inelody of tic

bubbling beans. Ho asks no pity. On no conside-

ration would hoe return to the pernickety affeiûation

and conventional fetters of ordiriary so-called soc-

jety, lîfe. Ho lives at least a franker and perhaps

truer life.
But hoe is a hachelor. 1 regret 1 cannot close

withi a more cheerful pi&ure. Lt is a lamentable faét

that the interior of miner's, cowboy's or ranch-

man's Ilshack " is a siglit to înake angels weep; not

to shock the fastidious by giving detail, 1 siîîîply ap-

pend the followîng with philanthropie motive, which

I trust will ho appreciated by those with whomn rests

the power to institute reform.

THE BACHELOR'S SONG.

Witlî fingers unwashed and worn, witlî face un-
shaven and red,

A hachelor stood in unmanly rags kneading bis
leathier bread;

Batch ! Batch! Batch ! in poverty, hunger and dirt,

And still with a pang of conscience sore, ho reini-
bered the bole in bis shirt.

Batch! Batcli Batch! whlen the cock is crowing
aloof,

Batch 1 Batch IBatch !with a hien roost on the
roof;

Its oh! to have a wife, though but a barbarous Turk,
For woiman is littie use for else than doing this sort

of wvork.

Oh ! nen wjth sisters dear--- ll take one.)

With apology to Thomas Hood for mîutilation.
X'ouî s, etc.,

CON1VOCA~TIONI.

OPENING 0F SCHOOL 0F MINING.

1-N Monday, Oct. 3 oth, an interested audience

(p assembled in the Carruthers Science Hall to

pai ticipate iii the fornual opening of the School of

Miniîîg. In the absence of Mr. J. B. Carruthers, the

Chairinan of the Board of Gov ernors, Mr. Hirain

Calvin, M.P., occupied the chair. He said the his-

tory of the institution whicli was about to he opened

had been short holi would thorefore not have to re-

fer to the past. IlThe task ot organizing a school

like this,'' ho continued, Ilwould datînt a spirit Iess

fearless than that of IDr. Grant, and it is a privilege

for us to have sncb a leader. \Ve bave not sufficient

means at present to carry on this work, but we hope,

îîevertheless, to make a snccess of it. We bave al-

ready the Governiment gralît, and are now awaîtiîîg

the grant of the City Council before applying to the

surrounding mulnicipalities. There are a sufficient

numrber of stu dents ready to beg-in work, so we are

depending tupon the City Counicil to take iînmediate

stops in reg~ard to a grant. Lt is impossible to ap-

proacli the surroninding inuinicipalities until Kingston

has first mnade an appropriation for this purpose.

The Legisiature was prompt iii recognizing the ini-

portance of the work, and it is surprising that this

city should ho behindhand in doing so."

Ho thon called oni Mr. Hamilton Merritt, who is

one of the three gentlemen in Canada who bave at-

tainied to an associateship in the Royal School of

Mines, London, England. Alter a few i ntroduî5tory

remarks Mr. Merritt proceeded: IlThe wise choice

of a namne and an individual position wvill eventually

cause this schiool to pass in front of the universities

of McGill and Toronto, wvhich enable stridents to

qualify in subjea~s essuntial to a mining engineer*

There was no class so closely banded together inl

mnutual self-interest as the mining community. Noth-

ing hrought men together like danger or the appear-

ance of it. Next to that of actual warfare hoe knew

of no occupation wliere negligence or foolhardiness

meets more surely with the suinnnary punishment of

loss of life or limb than the occupation of mining.

The muiner mnust first of all master the principles of

cheiiuistry that hoe may understand the composition


