Tunz 25th, 1885.]

THE WEEK.

467

e

tause for the railway companies to demand compensation? The British
Parliament admitted the fact of its having chartered railway companies to
ompete against turnpike roads, gave the Turnpike Trusts a ground of com-
pe_nsation, and an appropriation was made to cover the loss occasioned by
this Competition. The case of the railways here would be much stronger if
the canal tolls were abolished. ‘Why should the State interfere between two
::lasses of forwarders for the purpose of enabling one of them to carry on, at
® expense of the taxpayer, a destructive competition against the other ?

Tug majority in the House of Commons against the Senate Amend-

Ments of the Scott Act, narrow as it was, was produced, as there is the

" 8 . e i .
brongest reason for believing, by intimidating members through their

Sonstituents. But at all events a large majority of one House of the

ogislature and nearly half the other are against the Act as it stands

.ext-, Session, if the opponents of this legislation and of social terrorism

Wil only be firm, an amendment may be carried. An effective stand
w?:hat 1911'gth been made by friends of free temperance unconnected
Whicht}}lle llqu?r interest. It was not to be expected that a movement
furg ; ad g:'al.med 50 much headway would be arrested all at once, but a
n the tide of opinion is visible, a rally has been made, and Perth has

een' Wrested from the Coercionists. Three months ago some who are well

Z::llied to judge believed that the Scott Act would be carried in Toronto:
hibit)i'o‘)d-y now fefals sure that it will be det'ea.t'ed. In the States Pro-
eﬂponr(li'ls Unquef;tlonably losing ground. There is therefore no reason f.or

orbung Ing, and it would be a great mistake as well as a great public mis-
2Ame i;ll(fi the 'I‘eSpecta.b]e heads of the liquor interest were to throw up the
lateq , deS}?alr, and hand the businfass over, as they wmfl(!, to th’e unrogu-
the Unfl disreputable tribe which is the curse of prohibited districts in

lted States,

0::;“;‘? the Senate’s amendments to the Scott Act were t?ei‘?o.re t}'lc
Countj, _"- Sm.all moved to except wine and beer ?rom its mhlfntlons in
faith W.St;ln wlTlch the measure may hereafter he pl{t into force.. The good
te‘nperl which this reasonable proposal, made in the t!‘lfe m‘terests of
ey w}?nce’ was met ig an instructive commentary.on the sincerity of the
rang forotmad(? up the majority in favour of coercion. “ When the bells
gl‘aphé “he division on Mr. Small’s motion,” the World’.s reporter tele-
of the ,H at least half a dozen men got up from the tables 1.n the bar-room
Stajrg anf;use, where they were drinking the condel'nned liquor, went up
that :‘at 1°°°11y voted against the beer and light wine clause:.” Hfa a,.dds

Awai east .tWenty others voted that way and against their con\.rlctlons
embzilnzt thoir practices.” What chance is thmre that a law which the
Selvey :7. ) Y whose votes it is carried intend to bm.d OthffI'S but not b.hem-
Ourbu’ U be carried out? These men have no intention of putting a
Scot XT; tﬁlemselves; but if they can have their wine as usual, aft;e?r the
driygy, o th 88 been put into force, the.great boily of the ele.ctors will be
8 iy such © resource of contraband whiskey v.vln.ch, as experience proves,
Cases of the most deleterious description. As a political lever
prohilf;i;sles seem to think they have something to hope or to ?eax: from
ing ¢, U But political partisans may live to learn- tha.t 1t'1s one
ang &no‘t(;larry t!‘e Scott Act in a county when no election is going on,
i e thing to carry parliamentary elections by the Scott Act

infly,
enee' . . . . &)

0 ovep, The Scott Act is strong when it has only a listless indifference
. - cOlnB .

Inkjy, ) .
anc 8 only of clecting their candidates. In this way the political
X UVrers

Vain, 1n the House may find that they have stultified themselves in

E re M . . 4
Celve, as a atter of course, angry letters telling us that THE

we}fiﬁl:: conducted in the interest of the liquor-dealers. It is conductedt:
Citizeng '30d always will be conducted in the intercst of any c.lasi.ol
ice, ga do are unfairly hounded down and threatened ‘w1th‘1n,]us lllc(,
°Pl;e : that high example of the Christian character, Lord Chancellor
e Bradlaugh case, is a part of Christianity. The weak and

. 10t the powerful and popular, are always selected ag the vietims

O inj
. quity : : nfisca.
tio * And hag the i interest in resistance to co

n ¢ The community no I of that

termy are th °al partisans of the liquor interest, in the worst sense
' M M . £
vailg § 0¥ who wish to inaugurate here the state of things which pre
lzeq by e and Vermont, That such a journal as TnE WEEK 18 pat(io:-
o i : etend O

doubt Averns nobody can pretend to believe : nobody can pret

. th, .
Nide, 8% the dictates of commercial intercst would lead us to the other

Columbis on the ques-
zing & com-
ment

Any

. on, .

tion of (¢ ie whf’ has followed the opinion of British '

Promjg, inntese lmwigration will have no difficulty in 1‘0008'“1‘
@ resolutions on the subject which the Qttaws (tovern

3 18 weakness may be proved when political partisans ave

asks Parliament to adopt. The weight of the evidence obtained in the
United States by the Canadian Commission, which enquired into the effects
of Chincse immigration on the Republic, was altogether in favour of the
utility of Chinese labourers. But the Commissioners, at the head of whom
was Mr. Chapleau, admitted that this immigration might require to be
subjected to exceptional control, British Columbia, where the nearest land-
ing port was reached by the immigrants got more than its share of the
celestials ; and so strong did the prejudjce against them become that a
demand for their exclusion found voice in the Local Legislature. A request
that the Dominion authorities would carry into effect the wishes of the
Province would have bLeen in order ; but instead of taking this legitimate
course, the Local Legislature assumed to exercise legislative authority over
The exercise of the veto,
vested in the Government at Ottawa, was followed by a re-enactment of
the vetoed bill.  These resolutions are evidently intended to provide a means
of compromise. In imposing a tax of fifty dollars on each Chinese immi-
grant they strike a heavy blow which would of itself go far towards killing
Chinese immigration. The captains of the vessels in which these immigrants
come are to be held personally responsible for the payment of the money.
Another restriction is that no vessel is to bring more than one immigrant
to each fifty tons of registered tonnage. Between the tax and the tonnage
restriction Chinese immigration will probably receive its death-blow. To
a labourer in China, lifty dollars is a little fortune ; and it would not he
safe for a trafficker in this labour to advance the money for him. This
exclusion means that, in deference to the wishes of the smallest of the

8 question to which its powers did not extend.

Provinces, the whole country is to be denicd the benefits of Chinese labour,
for which in domestic service there is a real want, though other immigrants
for whom there is no demand have been courted and bribed by assisted
passages to come. We can understand the objection of British Columbia
to Chinese immigration. The disproportion of Chinese to the white popu-
lation was embarrassing ; but with the opening of the Pacific Railway the
means of relieving any congestion at that point would have been at hand
and would not have failed to be utilized for the benefit of the rest of
Canada. In passing these resolutions Parliament will be acting as if the
interests of a fractional part of the community were paramount to those of
the whole. There is a political leaven in the resolutions which alone could
make them acceptable to the political parties who have an eye on the
labour-vote. Many who feel or fear the competition of Chinese labour
join British Columbia in the shout for the exclusion of the Chinese. To
please these people, and to set a trap to catch their votes, the two political
parties in Parliament are willing to impose on the country the sacrifice of
a deprivation of the facilities and the henefits which Chinese labour would

confer.

It is not easy to understand how Lord Salisbury can think himself
entitled, as he does, not only to special forbearance but to aid at the hands
of those whom he has turned out of office. Iad his victory been gained
in a fair and regular way, by his own forces, or even by a natural and
honest junction with those of another political section, there might have
been some ground for his appeal, at least so far as regarded the concluding
business of the Session. But his victory has not been so general. After
a course of opposition unparalleled in virulence, especially towards the
head of the Government, and after doing his utmost not only to oppose
Liberal legislation, which he was entirely justified in doing, but to embarrass
the Fxecutive, both in its struggle with rebellion at home and in its efforts
to preserve peace abroad, he has at last succeeded in overthrowing the Gov-
ernment by a coalition with men who are the hereditary foemen of his
party as well as the declared enemies of his country, and whom he and his
colleagues, if they could, would send to the gallows. It is useless for him
to say that he did not himself make the coalition ; those who are in his
confidence made it for him, and he has, without a word of protest, reaped
the gain of their machinations. There is nothing to which he can point as
redeeming in any way the character of the intrigue which has raised him
to power. He has not even propounded any policy, in antagonism to that
of the Liberals, for which he can imagine the country to have manifested
a preference.  He blustered against Russia to make the negotiations mis-
carry ; but he has already caten his words, and declared that * it is ridicu-
lous to apprehend any danger of & war with her on account of the accession
to office of statesmen who have just declared that in the court of morality
she is either a bankrupt or a swindler, and that in either case the mode of
dealing with her must be the same.”  Instead of opposing himself frankly
to the Socialism of Mr. Chamberlain, he has rather made a feeble attempt
to cap it by vague promiscs of sanitary and dwelling-h.ouse refor'm, whif:h,
like similar promises made by his late chief, will end WIth. the object whlc.h
gave them birth. The journal which may be taken specially to speak his



