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and unequalled ovation, we are not unprepared for very dif-
ferent figures touching the number of the audience. The
journals quoted are the leading newspapers of the Dominion
which plume themselves on their eminent respectability and
invariable trustworthiness. Now it is evident that magni.
fying and belittling carried on to this extent is nothing more
nor less than downright lying, and its evil effects must be
widespread. There is no excuse for it, and the papers them-
selves lose far more than they gain. Indeed, we doubt
if they or their party ever gain anything even temporarily
by the publication of untrue reports. The confidence and
respect of the community cannot be enjoyed by the journal
which trifles with the truth.

Having read these conflicting reports and

feanwute 1o gtndied with care the speeches delivered on

Mr. Laurier.

the occasion we have come to the conclu- -

sion that Mr. Laurier’s meeting was a success, but not quite
the success the Liberal papers say it was. But Mr. Laurier
has every reason to feel deeply pleased at the splendid recep-
tion he himself received ; and if his speech was a little dis-
appointing, if the audience felt that something was lacking
in it, if they wanted something new and something strong
and did not get it— perhaps the great company of people
expected too much, for it was a company with great expec-
tations. Perhaps the new and sérong things are to come by
and by, though many supposed that the ¢ platform ” was to
have been laid down that night in the sight of all the peo-
ple. The meeting was a fine tribute to Mr.. Laurier's influ-
ence and popularity. 1Indeed, his charming personality is
always irresistible. Surrounding him was the flower of
the Liberal party, and speaker after speaker paid marked
homage to the hero of the evening. There is evidently no
division amongst the Liberals respecting their leader what-
ever difference they may have respecting the trade policy of
the country. Mr. Laurier defined the Liberal fiscal policy
to be a gradual modification of the present tariff, not its des-
truction. The welfare and interests of both farmers and
manufactures are to be carefully considered. The Liberal
tariff will bear lightly on the farming community, but at
the same time greatly stimulate the manufacturing indus-
Mr. Laurier sees how this difficult
thing is to be done, but he did not stop to explain how it is
to be done. With regard to the everlasting Remedial busi-
ness Mr. Laurier vigorously protested against being made
responsible for the withdrawal of the Bill, and once more
repeated his plea for conciliation, and his sympathy for the
downtrodden minority. Amongst the other speakers were
Hon. Mr. Harcourt, Ontario's Treasurer, Hon. L. H. Davies,
Mr. D. C. Fraser, Mr. Tarte and Mr. James McShane.

tries of the Dominion.

The London papers do not quite know
what to think of the recent severe obstruc-
tion in the Canadian Parliament. The
Times commiserates Sir Charles Tupper and says fate has
not been kind in plunging him into such a controversy on
his re-entry into Canadian politics. The Morning Post re-
marks that ‘the occasion which has produced this extra-
ordinary energy on the part of Canadian legislators is the
Committee stage of the Manitoba Schools Bill. If there
was the slightest chance of the measure becoming law one
could understand such heroic devotion to duty. But seeing
that the Bill contains one hundred and twelve clauses, of
which only three have been voted, and that the life of the
present Parliament must terminate in a fortnight’s time, it
is difficult to understand the motive which prompts the
Dominion Government to persevere to the bitter end,
Scenes such as this only tend to excite public opinion in the
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Colony, while all hope of the Schools Question being & minor
consideration at the General Election must now be a.baf;:
doned. This is a great pity, as not only are religious di
ferences at issue, but Constitutional questions, such as c'hle
right of the Federal Parliament to interfere with PI‘O"m(_’ml
legislation, are also in\olved. Without in any way dealing
with the merits of the Bill, it should not be forgotten-th“t'
the Canadian Government are merely upholding the rights
of the Constitution in pressing legislation in the matter upon
the Federal Parliament. At the same time it would See’.n
more dignified to let the issue be fought out in the const!”
tuencies. To try and force a measure in the last hours of &
dying Parliament is not good policy if the party in office
w.ishes to return to power.” The St. James Gazette does
not approve of the cry “ Hands off Manitoba.” It obs',er\'e’;
that “it is upon this electioneering cry that the Liber#
obstructionists in the Dominion Parliament are ﬁght,ing' the
Bill to restore the rights of Catholics to denominambl("na
teaching in the great Province in the North-West. Like
most cries invented to tickle the ears of the electorate a0
draw votes into the party net, it is of a specious, if not dis-
honest, character.”

The recent meetings of the German Empe!”
or with King Humbert at Venice ;md'wlt'h
the Emperor Francis Joseph at Vl_enng
were interesting and important events. It was admlt'te

that the object of William’s journey was to renew the Triple
Alliance for five years from 1897. The Kolnische Zeib““gt
the organ of the Berlin Foreign Office, makes the journev,‘
the text for a little essay on the Vatican. ¢ The times ha"®
changed,” it says, * but the Vatican has remained the Sa“'ne'
It still clings ever steadfastly to the old dream of bringU}z‘;’
the world under the sovereignty of the crowned prelate.

has remained as it was before, inwardly hostile to the very
existence of the State, and incapable of relinquishing the
idea of developing itself into a State universal. At the sam®
time, it is deeply imbued with the conviction that only .th'e
path which it points out is the path of truth, and so far i61%
always a danger to intellectual liberty, which has only four

a safe home within the framework of the modern S'W:"e"
But there is no longer any cause for fear. Public OpmlO“'
during the last few days has been very much occupied by‘
the fact that the German Emperor has shown special fa‘{oul
to a Cardinal of the Roman Church, while his brother, Prinv
Henry, as his representative, has paid a visit to the Pop®
Anxious minds may be reassured. The eminently peﬂcefu
character of the Emperor’s tour has been visibly display®

by these acts. In view of the strained relations existiB®

The Triple
Alliance,

.between the Vatican and the Quirinal their object was mant”

festly to point out to the world that no difference is made "
demonstrations of friendly feeling. In order, howeve.",' to
place an accurate construction alike on personal and pOll?‘C”‘
circumstances attention need only be drawn to one obvio®’
point—namely, that it has not happened that the Empero”
in a tour to Italy has exchanged greetings with the ?Ope
without visiting the King, but, wvice versa, he has visite
the King without seeing the Pope. And so will it remai”®
in the future.

The new Irish Land Bill is a vast measu’®
but it seems to meet with general approv®
It is fair to the landlords and yet Oﬁe’?
boons to the tenants which the Nationalist’s leaders hardly
dare oppose. Much is said in favour of *the able and i."ge“;
ious purchase clauses under which the Irish tenant will ges
the annuity he pays for the freehold reduced every ten Y&
for the next thirty years.” The estates ‘¢ that are lying rot-

The Irish Land
Bill,




