Jung 7th, 1895.)

day life ) Is not one of the chief inducements to the weary
Vorker, or the discouraged philanthropist, to seek rest and
Yecreation in g novel, the expectation cherished that he will
the}‘eb)’ be transported for a little season into a region in
Which the course of true love, even if it do not run smoothly
t;’]" & time, is certain to bring the parties triumphantly
rough all their seas of trouble into a haven of happiness
a‘?’d Peace, where he can leave them with a tranquil heart?
th:;‘;ltfzzm be more disa,ppoint.ing, not t(.) say eg'aspemting,
throy hl“ 'Olrlle to fo.l]c.)w- the t()r.tunes of tl.le faithful pair
Sepa,rfti a t.he v101ss1tu(?es of parental disapproval, cr.ue]
Yeun ofo‘n, ’mlsrepresenmtlon, and  calumny, the'u, after
HCritical!sepa,r'a,tlon, to have the lover appear mysteriously at
moment, and rescue the heroine and her unappreci-

ati i . .
Ve friends from deadly peril, only to be shot down in the
Illoment of tr

) iumph, and brought into the presence of his
Oved one
Rl

dying CO di.m.d her grateful rt?lutives, repentant too late, in a
maidey H 1tion ; and thlen, still further, to. have the bereaved
and ap,: yt?zu‘ or .two. n',tter, marry the eminently l'espectalble
siege t(f) }?Vcd falmn'ly frlfend, who has‘ _been for years laying

er affections, in the sunshine of family favour!
Ore exay
ldently m

Mont, . . .

oo ;:501 years in circumstances most favourable to the
w

e of mutual attachment, go on year after year each

Secre .

Wit} tly devoured with love for
1 successful

perating still is the case of the two who, being ev-
ade for each other, and being thrown together for

the other, which each, yet,
iguises ¢ and exasper‘ating perversity, conceals and
Z06, thel , rom the otherf untll.they ﬁnally separate and each

. onely way of disappointment, without ever having

wlbe ..
Surelnough to divine the true state of the other’s heart.
v

oy (iJge n;e(-is but to stumble on a -few such tz'tles ‘in suc-

nd yeg g;n‘l e.l to become rea,d}"to disavow fiction forever.

Protenq t-() c l'm n}ucll of. the fiction of the day.
O enjoy its realism !
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The Universal Rest-Day.

And some

HE fin;
T fining of four citizens by the magistrate of a suburban

'Pougl:/tl,“t:ie’ for the offence of playing golf on Sunday, has
. ues
4%ain to the ?I‘on
Somewhat S
nll.ti()nal R
Sb&te of
Teligioy

Old

tion of Sunday laws and their enforcement
tin this vicinity. Almost simultaneously a
eusational letter from the Secretary of the Inter-
fligious Liberty Association informs us that in the
Georgia, U, 8., a citizen who had, as a matter of
esta;‘:;‘gi;'ti}on, scrupulously l'este(‘i on Sa%urdn'y, the
conder, abhath, ha_s not onlv been ﬁ'ned and im prl..s‘oned,
Sunga . ned to the chain-gang, for persistently working on

S be i While in Mississippi another Seven-Day observer
- Ceharrested an

und
Arose ¢ ay. Th

dimprisoned for hoeing potatoes on his farm

rom €8¢ Instances, though the violation of the laws

m diff - . . .

N cageq Ifferent motives in the Canadian and the Ameri-

Cagg scem’ ?nd though the penalties provided in the Georgia
almog K. . -

preeiSe],y . most ba‘tbbuously severe, raise, to our thinking,

Motiye € same question.
reg] Quest 1€ prosecuting parties in the respective cases, the
.. SU10N 1g . . . P
Civi) . ! 18 not, we maintain, theological or religious, but

50¢y L . .

) ological. Tt is not a question of enforced obser.
of th Cither '

o © Maintey,
Vlne*
1a]

velig; or ¢

Whatever may have been the

\'anee
of . .
Jewish or a Christian day of worship, but
ance of a national day of rest. If either the
he Seate Sunday-laws have been enacted on
in > nds )
§ Punisheq ¢,

Ordere
b
Y the statutes, then the legislatures have over-
N bounds of
O—¢] Wlthin &
a
acti b of the in

fo
) confbecomes reli
Nfegy that mo

lOuS gl‘ou A ]
if those who have violated those laws are

having failed in a religious ohservance

legitimate civil administration and
sphere with which they have nothing to
dividual in his relations to God. Their
gious persecution and tyranny. We have

st of the discussions which we hear from
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day to day in regard to the subject, seem either to take openly
or tacitly, the high religious ground. By some the Laws of
Moses, hy others, the precepts and example of the Apostles
and early Christians, are pleaded as binding upon what is
called, with questionable accuracy, ¢ the Christian State.”
Those who so reason forget that we are not, as were the
ancient Jews, under a Theocracy, and that the modern
Legislative and Executive Authorities of the Modern State
would find it very difficult indeed to establish their right
either to interpret or to enforce any religious mandate.
Religion is an individual, personal thing, and the more scru-
pulously our civic rulers can leave it untouched, save in their
individual, personal capacities, the hetter for all concerned.

But that is mervely one side of the question. It settles
nothing with reference to the question of a weekly rest-day,
binding upon all good citizens, and to be enforced by the
and we hold it is a very

civil authority. The (question,
large and vitally important question, is simply, Do the hest
interests of the State, i.c., does the greatest good of the
greatest number of citizens, demand that every seventh day
be made legally a day of rest for all classes of workers? Can
any intelligent student of Old Testament Scriptures doubt
that the Sabbath, as originally instituted, free from thesuper.
gtitious accretions of degenerate days, was more than a mere
arbitrary religious institution, that it was based upon a pro.
found physical and psychological principle? Can any can-
did thinker, with a fairly good knowledge of human nature,
with all its physical and moral propensities and weakness,
conceive clearly and patiently what would be the effect upon
either the physical, the intellectual, and the moral condition.
say even of the people of Canada, were all idea of a uniform
rest-day to disappear, and every day be absolutely like every
Would not the
physiologists be practically unanimous in assuring him that

other day, and not shrink from the picture ?

the regular vecurrence of a day of rest and change isone of
the most potent, not to say indispensable, of all agencies for
Will not the
psychologists agree that precisely the same law holds in the
intellectual sphere, and that opportunity for rest and recupera.
tion intervals is a sine gua non of the retention of a sound
mind in a sound body? Who would not shrink in horror
from his own conception of the terrible moral declension
which would surely follow were there no quiet Sunday to
cool the ardour of the greedy mortals working at fever heat
along all the ten thousand lines of vceupation in which hwnan

conserving the physical energies of the race?

acquisitiveness lavishes the energies of body and soul for
material good ? Would not a
great moral degeneration of the race quickly begin were
there no longer one day in seven in which men and women
may not only have opportunity but find themselves in a man-
ner constrained to the currents of thought and feeling, from
the channels whether of business or pleasure, by which they
are prisoned on the working days, and think for a little on
those mysterious relations to the unseen, those higher proh-
lems of duty and destiny, which surely stand no less closely
related to the highest development and true well-being of
rational intelligences than the more practical and dulling

Nay, we may go further.

pursuits of the work-a day life ?

Our question, though we have put it but feebly, is just
this : Ts it not true that a day of rest, hebdomadal, or other-
wise, is, by the constiturion of our natures, and the dulling
influence of everyday circumstances and occupations, a neces-
sity to the well-being, if not to the very existence, of the
race ? Grant, for argument’s sake, that it is, and what fol-
lows? Ts it not capable of the clearest demonstration that
such a rest-day can be secured for the millions only by what
will always seem to many a harsh, uncalled for, and unjust
interference with their freedom of action? Tt s useless to




