
ý4"T 18th, 1894.] THE WEEK.

'shed intO thin air. The immediat e caus3,
of the Oovernmentes changes i8, it cannot

adte ta be found in the representa-
tiosr6 d bY the proprietors and agents ai

'oProteeted industries. These have visited
ottawa at ail seasons and bad ample oppor-

tuihity for bringing their influence to bear

l'pot' the Minxsters immediately cancErned.
Tb085 farmers and other consumers whose

4li%8tsfaction gave rise to the tariff-reform
&gitatj0 n in the first place, have, in the

ature of thinge, had na euch opportunity.

110 theY will accept the result remains ta
hen. The simiiarity of the course ai
""e to that which bas taken place ta a

rale mnore Marked degree at W'ashington,
iSane of its 8ignificant features. There, a

13rOrteCangrescarried into poeer:on
the ct fr asv fpplretuis

fortatffrOfrmasprovcd uniaitbful to its
trust, and under the pressure of selfish in-

tso and questionable motives, bas mock-

ed he op aio tbe people by whom it was
elcw liappiy- there seems no reason
to fear that sinister influences have been at

wcu.k ta anY considerable extent at aur OWfl

Capital. But, in bath cases, we are con-

froflted With a phenomenan which to many

%etn Oni2Dfl0. It is seen that the few
h""" the Virtual shaping of the fiscal policy
ai the COU ntry in opposition tj the vîews
Ud wishes of the many. In both cases we

Îhall bave, prabably, ta wait until the next

o'fo'tosi rde, to diecaver whether politi-
41 lefrenes n other grounds will have

wu" e"tWight with the people ta cause
IUaorîtY to condone the offence against

Utforiy anid submit ta the bigh tax-
Aill for IYlsth terni of years. The result
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T0 theL Dominion Senate beiangs, by
g 00fle4o' onent) the bad diEtinction ai hav-

",g enTIculated and made inoperative the

a ,t'o'nes Bilitoue into Parlia-

~ enator Reid bas now before the
rPrChamlber an amending bill, witb the
f4Ore bject af undoing the rmiscbief done

0! tt Occai, adrestoring the effioiency
0tiie rginal measure. The real or
nlecessity for such a bill sug-

80mas curious reflections touching the
pertes'e af modern economie legislatian.

rte ehoPe it is un:ecessary to say at the
boitetthat We hav n sympatby with coin-~ta01l5 iarted or used for the purpose af

Oi~rîtg Production, enhancing prices,
d.riig a ut dppasitian. Given the con-

tibî 5n' Whicb makre such combinations pas-
to d' 't evidently the daty of legisiators

j alik evise 8011e means for the protection

0h )ICneumers and af the producers
ar5 %e il danger of being crushed by the

Use o the conpiratars, for sucb those
*ý'Us thirsuperiar wealth or facilitiescrns wEaker competitars really be-

corme. Restraining legisîstion in such cases

is necessary also for the freedomn ai the

public, who are in danger ai being piaced

at, the mercy ai such combinationq, go far as

the right ta procure and use the cammodi-

ties controlled by them is concerned.
When the objectionable combinatian is

made passible by the tariff legislation ai the

samne Government and Parijament wbich sets

about enactin g laws for their repressian,

ane singular phase ai the cconomic wisdam

of tbe iaw-makers ai this enligbtened and

advanced age farces itseli upon our atten-

tian. The very tarifi wbich ie impased for

the protectian ai the manufacturers ai the

given praducte becameE the most effective

agency for the destructian af aIl ai them,

except the few wbo may bave obtained in

sorne way the advantage wbjch enables them

ta untie their farces for the crusbing aut

af aIl apposition, since, in nine cases out

ai ten, the remavai ai the protective duty,

and admissian ai f ree competition f romt

abrca I,wauld reuder combinatian useless or

impossible. The present Government bas

mare tlhan once recognized this iact and

threatened t-) counte3ra~t the aperatians ai

combines by the simple expedient ai

lowering the tariff. ilerein is one ai the

anomalies ai the protective system. The

strongeet and most plausible argument in

favour ai such a system reste upon the

theory that while the bigh tariff will keep

out f oreign producte, so far as the proteot-

ed article is concerrned, and thus give in-

creased cnuployme3nt ta aur awn producers,
it will at the samne time sa stimulatý) home

productian and competition as in the end ta

lessen rather than increase the price ai the

commodity ta the general consumer. But

it je evident that as this designed and stim-

uiated home-competition becomes keen iL

tends ta injure the persans engaged in it,

either by aver-production, which gluts the

market and compels the factaries ta shut

down for want ai arders, thus tbrowing the

workmen out ai employment and producing

commercial diFa9ter, or by reducing their

wage belowthe rate necessary far the support

ai their families. It is evident that, wben
this occurs, legisilatian bas brought about

a state ai affaira which legisiatioti is pawer-

less ta reme.dy. At least we do nat remiema-
ber ta bave heard it eeriousiy praposed ta

enact a law t,) limait the number ai pereons

wha may iawfully engage in certain lines

ai productian, or ta campel the citizens
generally ta purchase larger quantities ai

sucb productions than' they are dispased

ta purchage ai their own free will. And

these are the only ways wbich suggekt them-

selves as passible, by way ai caunteractiing

the ruinous effect ai the legislation in ques-

tian by iurther legielation. 0f course, if

adequate foreign markets could be iound

for the surplus products,a happy solution ai

the problemn might be reached. But un-

happily for the accomplishment ai thie re-

suit by legielation, two are required ta mn akre

a bargain. Apart from legislation, iL usually

happens that trade is impossible. -unIss re-

ciprocal, and ta make it recipracal gener-
ally involves lose ai protection ta same othe r

industry.
At this stage what je more natural than

that those who feel tbemselves hcdng driven
ta the wail by destructive competition in a

narrow market sbould set about seeing

what they can do ta help themselves. The

means which most readily suggests itseli is

ta combine their resources-we refer, af

course, ta the rnanufacturing capitaliets,

nat ta the workmen-for the purpase

of lessening production and, by thus

creating an artificiai scarcity, raising prices.

Sa far as this can be accomplished their end

is gained. The increased price campensates

themn for the emaller sales. 0f course many

warkmen will thereby be thrown out af em-

ployment, but that cannat be helped. Muet

it nat seem hard ta these producers ta have

the Parliament, which has shown itself

p)werless ta healp them out af their difficul-

ties, Ftep in with restrictive legisiation ta

prevent them fromn helping themeelves in

the oniy way possible ? And who je

ta draw the mathematical line beyond

which they may not go in, the pro-

cees ai limiting production and enhancing,

prices 1 Sa mucli for their aide ai the ar-

gument.
But another cansideratian af a much

lees selfish character, and ai much greater

cogency, presents itself to cause hesitatian

in enacting legielation in restriction of camn-

binations. We refer ta the abvious and

immense saving in cost ai production which

can in this way be effected. What mare

sensible, wbat more praiseworthy, use af

capital and brames can be imagined than

that which, by dint ai subdivisian ai labart

increase ai skill, and economy ai cast in

distributian, lowers the price ai the neces-

saries and canveniences and aven ai the lux -

uries ot lufe, bringing them within the reach

ai millions ta wham they have hitherta been

unattinableý The tendency ta combina-

tian ai capital and skili in immense e3tab-

lishments, with a view ta lessening cost ai

production and improving quallty ai pro-

ducts, is one which je manufestly in bar-

mony with the teachings af the simplest and

wisest political economy. G avernmente

and legielatures have need ta be careful

haw they interfere with the operatians of

a natural law so well adapted ta produce the

most beneficent effects.

And yet, when t)be selfishness and greed

af capitaliste manage ta make this very

econamic law an instrument ai tyranny and

oppression, it becomes abviously the duty

ai statesmen ta interfere. Tue great prab-

lem je how ta checkmate the selfisbness and
tyranny without hindering the operatian ai
this mast beneficent, natural, and economic
law. The problemn is certainly a bard one.,
Extraardinary wisdam will be required ta
find the right salution. Possibly thase who
wauld seek it in state control af eitber the
means ai production or the permitted cam-
binations, mnay aim nearer the mark than
mobt ai us are willing to concede.


