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AT last the world seens sick of centenaries. The Mayor of Iitchfieid
mneets with no response when lie sends out proposais for a celebration of the
Centenary of Johinson. It may be doubted whether .Johnson himseif wouid
have responded to a proposai for a centcnary. lie would perhaps have
asked, in his rougli way, why lie should be expected to feel more enthu-
siasm about a man in the hundredth year after his death than in the ninety-
ninth or in the liundred-and-first i However, we mniglit ail celebrate
Johnson's Centenary weli by reading over again Bosweil's life of him and
his own IlLives of the Poets," and by Ilattending " once more to "lthe Story
of Rasselas Prince of Abyssinia." The Rambler, thougli there are good
things in it, is laid in its long sieep. Few can fait to, improve in sense and
seif-knowledge by intercourse witli this great moral nature. With searcli-
ing insighit into character, ruthlessness in tcaring the mask froin hypocrisy,
and a somewhat obdurate contempt for fanciful woes, Johnson combined
genuine sympathy with the weaknesses as well as wifh the real sorrows of
humanity. Hîis sad and solemn view of life presents the most inarked con-
trast to the nionkeyishi levity of Voltaire. In religîous philosophy, bis
ortliodoxy may seem narrow and rigid, but like Butler, witli whom lielhas
nlot a littie in common, lie was asserting tlie dlaims of religion to serious
attention in an age of careless andi sensual scepticism -scepticism not of
the scientific inquirer, but of the scoffer and the libertine---when shallow
mintis, fanceying thiat Christianity was utterly explodeti, werc punishing it
witli insuit and derision "lfor liaving so interfereci with the pleasures of the
Nvoriti." Cprtainly lie had experienccd religious doubt, and perhaps lie liad
rather fleti froin it to faitli, as Pascal did, than vanquislied it. Ris supcr-
stition lias been grossly over-painteti by the antithetical rhetoric of
Macaulay. Ris Toryism was redeemed by an attacliment to legal liberty,
aiid it may be partly forgriven when we remember that ]iberalismn presented
itself to him in the person of Wilkes, and popular agitation in the form of
the Gordon riots. As a taiker, in which character hie lias liappily been înost
perfectly prcserved to us, hie is the giant of an extinct race ; for conversation
is no longer an art, andi nobcdy now prepares liuxaseif even Il to meet
Thurlow." Ris style lias a worse reputation than it deserves ; lie uses too
lnany Latin words; but lis sentences are seldoni involved; his meaning is
ilever tioubtful, and lie is always nervous and strong. As a critic lie is not
dleep, nor was it deep poctry, for the most part, tlîat lie wvas called upon
to criticize. But lie is always sensible, and lis object is always tlie eluci-
dation and appreciation of lis autlior, not seif-display. It is sometimes
refreshing to tura to him froin critics wliose object is self-tiisplay, not the
elucidation and appreciation of their authors, andi who, together witli their
niitellectual kinsmen, the coxupo sers of sensational but semni-mytliical
biography, may, perliaps, hercafter be discarded, white Jolhnson's criticism,
being genuine, preserves its humble place.

RIIvILLE'S Hibbert Lectures on the Native Religions of Peru anti
Mexico, translated by Mr. Wicksteed, are a valuable addition to our
means of forming an opinion as to tlie origin anti growth of religion.
Nor is tlie direction in whicli tliey point doubtful. The theory confitiently
advanced by Mr. Herbert Spencer, that ail religion is traceable to a belief
in gbosts, especially tlie gliosts of dead chieftains, and that with tlie
belief in gliosts it declines and tieparts, fintis in this volume no support
wliatever. The mythologies of Mexico and Pera were evitiently like other
mythologies, physical. The greatest of Gods to the Mexican, as to other
primitive races, was tlie Sun, whidh was worsliipped under tlie two-fold
aspect of Huitzilopoclitli, or thc Sun of the fair season and Tezcatlipoca, or
the Sun of tlie cold and sterile season. Winti, Ramn, Fire, Cloudi, the
Fertilizing Power were also divinities. In thc Peruvian Pantheon tlie
Sun was stili more supreme tlian in that of Mexico. Tlie religious senti-
Ment was first excited by tlie great objects of nature ; but it must have
been there, in liowever low and rutiimentary a form, or the impression
could not have been made. Tliat man projecteti lis own mind and feelings
into the Sun and tlie other objects of lis worship is of course true ; but
this is a widely different thing £rom a worship either of gliosts in generai
or of tliose of dead chiefs. Animism it appears existeti in Peru, especially
among the-lower orders of the people, as a belief in ghosts, fainies, and
sprites existeti in the Dark Ages; but it occupieci quite a subordinate place,
non does there seemi to be a shadow of reason for believing that, in its
origin, it preceded tlie worship of the Sun, or tliat tlie wonship of the Sun
was in any respect its offspring. Ancestor-worship appears to liave its
root not se mucli in tireams or in gliost-seeing as in tliat intense veneration
for tlie father of the family whicli is cliaractenistie of the primoeval'perioti,
when, the commonwealth not having been developed, the familv is ail in
ail, and whicl in certain conservative races, sucli as the Roman, lias lingereti
into more civilized times. Tlie practice prevails especially among the
Chinese, wliose deference for paternai autliority is extreme, and wlio
regard their Emperor as their father, while they are extremely unimagina-
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tive, or, to use the philosophie terni, Ilpositivist " people, and by no invans
given to seeing ghosts or apparitionis of any kinti. It is îîot witli tlie
scythe of the tiream-and-ghost theory, then, that the Agnostic is likely
to succeed in mowing down religion. That tlieory, as lias been said
before, is borroweti from Dr. Tylor, by wliom it is applied only to the
savage races. Transition from the worship of the Sun and of nature to a
ratioxial religion is curiously marketi by the tlîeory of the sceptical Inca,
who observeti that the motion of the Sun was too mieclianical anti too
unresting to be voluntary, so that evidently there must be anotlier Power
beyonti, by whidh the motion was commandeti. It is long before religion
and morality becaîne one, before inan lcarns that the true worship of lis
Maker is virtue ; and, in the meantixue, the religious sentiment is liable to
frightful perversions, as is shown by the humanl sacrifices whicli were
practiseti by the Aztecs, on a scale se hideous that we but hlf tieplore tlie
triumph of the Spanish conqueror, thougli it brought the Inquisition in its
train. Sacrifices, M. Réville explains as offerings to the Deity of the
viands anti other things whicli tIe votary himself likes best, and lie extends
the explanation to human sacrifices by supposirîg the primveval votary to
have been a cannibal, to wliom human flesli seemed tlîe clioicest food. This
is not the whole account of the matter ; otler ideas, connecteti with the
suffering of the victim, gather round thc rite, as M. Réville secs, thougli
it is difficuit to formulate precisely, with reference to gross and barbarous
natures, the idea designated by us as atonement. M. Ré ville remarks with
truth, that the close similarity of the Mexican and Peruvian religions to
those of thc othen continîents, not oniy in the main features but in tietails,
sudh as the regulations respecting the Vestal Virgins, the hypothesis of
derivation or imitation being out of the question, is a striking proof of the
unity of human nature, whatever tlieory may be lielti respecting the unity
or pluraiity of stock.

INdIDENTALLY M. Revilie lias offereti us solutions of a twofold historical
enigma. How came it to pass tînt the powers of tue Aztecs anti thc Jncas
feul like a liouse of cards before the onset of a mere liandful of Spanish
inivaders ?1 Due allowance beiîîg nmade fer tlie effect of firearms and of
honses, the Spanish victory stili seems miraculous, especially in the case
of Pizarro, a common soltiier, with a band of less tlîan two hintireti
mnen. '['le Aztecs were a conquoring race, anti the army of tlie Incas lad
just triumplied in war. Tlie expianation in the case of Mexico M.
Ré ville fintis in the pressure upon Montezuma's soul of a superstitious
dreati whidli preventeti him fromn putting forth lis force anti crusliing tic
invatlers as sooni as tley lad landeti. The belief prevaileti tliat Quetzal-
coati, the special tieity of the conquereti race of Toltecs, wouiti seime day.
return fnom the occan anti from the East to resume lis ancient power; anti
%lien Montezuma's couriens announceti to in the appearance in the fatal
quarter of strange anti terrible beings with six legs anti wielding thunier-
boits, the king concludeti that Quetzalcoatl lad returneti, anti tescentipt to
negotiation insteati of armingy himsqeif for war. In the case of Peru thc
solution is founti in the excessive centralization of tlie tlîeocratic govern-
ment, wlîich, wlen Pizarro with perfidious tiaring lad seized the Inca,
tiiere being ne initiative anywiîere else, coilapseti at ondce anti left nothing
but confusion anti lelplessness. The saine consequence, thougli in a less
degree, may bie saiti to have followeti thc seizure of Montezuma by Cortes.
The political moral is not confineti to Penn or Mexico. Sucli is the inher-
cnt weakness of ail highly centralizeti goveraments. If the Russian
tiespotism were struck tiown by thc lianti of the Nihilist, total confusion
would ensue thnou 'gh that vast empire, anti society woulti be at the Mercy
of a smali but organized anti tieterînineti banti of assassins. Aimost a
parallel to the faîl of the Incas is the catastrophe of the Bourbon monarchy
in France, whidli left ne political force in thé' country capable of making
heati against the domination of se diespicabie a crew as the Jacobins, witli
no foilowing but the mob of Paris. This accounts for the abject submis-
sien of a peop!e net wanting in spirit to Carrier, Couthon, anti the other
vile anti muntierous emissaries of thc Convention. It accounts for thc
stupor of Paris white the September 'Massacres were going on. It accounts
also for the case with whidh absolute power was afterwartis graspeti by
Napoleon. If the central governmnent of Engianti or tue Unitedi States
were struck tiowa, every part of thc body pelitic, being instinct with looal
life, woulti at once bie a governmnent to itself. The flight of James Il.,
thougli le tlrew the Great Seal into the Thames anti tiestroyeti thc writs
for the calling of a Parliament, causeti one nighît's alanîn in Lontion anti
nothing more. Nor is it only tleocratic ordtespotic centralization tliat woulti
produce this f eebleness of dliaracter political anti general in the coin unîty
at large. Socialistie centralization wouid do the saine. Untier any regime
substituting universal negulation by authority for free intiustny anti open
competition the resuit would be a flock of luman slieep like that whidli was
produceti by thc ultra-paternal governînent of thc Incas. A BYSTANDER.
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