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We can only judge of the iinproved circumstancesi
rounding us to-day, of the progress Made by our c3ur
during tha intervening period, by referring to the posit
we occupied twenty years ago. A panorama of Oana(
position at that timre would show a few scattered, du
ganized, discontented provinces or colonies, with
cohesive force, no principle common to ail, excepi
general sense of Ioyalty to the throne; with conflict
interests, with no means of intercommunication, except
very slow and dificuit stages, without commercial dealiî
and witli but littie intercharige of thouglit or learni
with a small population andt a great lack of capital.
add to the troubles of the tirne, prices of al] farm produ
were falling from the effects of the commercial revubs
consequent upon the cessation of the Crimean and Arn
ean, Wars andt the natural results were beginning to
acutely fêît throughout the Provinces. Annexationi
frequently discussed as a remedy for existing ilîs, and
fact permeates the Confederation debates from beginn
to end ; many advocating the federation of the Bni
North American colonies as a preventative to Annexati
others actually opposing it as being likely to leadit 
direction. J. CASTELL HOPKINS.

[N LOVE WITII YUU

YESTERNIGHT 1Iflow strange it seems!
Love, 1 wooed and won thy lieart;

Gone, ye doubtings of my drearns,
Love confessed the better part;

When our lips in clinging fast
Kisseit the troth of loyers true,

Then 1 learned 'twas in thie past
That 1 tell in love witb you.

Was it in a void of gray
Vapours mait, we danced and whirled,

Ere the confines of a day,
Marked the record of a world

Pre-existence was sublime,
For each other's hearts we knew

In that vague, prelusive tinlie,
When 1 feli in love with you.

Was it when the moon of love
Shone serene in tranquil skies,

When the starahine froin aboya
Found its rival in thy eyes ;

When, o'er fields of fairest fiow'rs,
Brightly plumaged song-birds flew -

Was it in those pertumed hours
That 1 fell in love with you

Was it in the summer time,In thie days of long ago,
When the world was alt a rhyme,

And our hearts were ail aglow,
By a shore fore ver fair,

Under skies forever blufe,
Ah ! my darling, was it there

That I fell in love with you1

Tell nme not 'tis but a day
Since I knew tliee as thou art,

Since my love discerned the way
To the pulses of thy heart ;

It was when the world was young,
*And the lover's vows were new,

That 1 wooed witb ardent tongue
That 1 fell in love with you.

'Tis not ours to span the years,
Or to probe the mystic Past,

Feering through reluctant tears
Into joys receding fast;

Yet My heart was thine before,

lu home prier lite you kncw-
For I told you o'er ani o'er--

That I was in love witli you.

Leeking te the great Bayonit
We shaîl gently FaIt Asleep,

Leave te meurn us levers tend,
HeartB that serrow, eyes that weep;

Clinging fast te yonr dear hanit
With eternity in view,

SWhen we readli the Better Lanit
StiIl lIlt ha in loe with yen.

fleart ef mina, our love was plan neit
Ere trom chaos werlds ware won,

Ere at His divine commandt
Froni the heavens shona the sun;

Heart et mine, our loe shah hae
Loe foraver tender, true,

Andt througl i al eternity,
Still V'il ha in love with yen.

W. 0. NICHOL.

As net every instance et similitude can ha considerait
as a proof et imitation, se net every imitation ouglit te ha
stigmatizeit as plagiarism. The adoption et a noble senti-
ment, or the insertion et a borrowed enament, may soe-
times display se muaI judgment as wilt almost compens ata
for invention; andt an inferior ganius may, without any
imputation ef sarvility, pursue the path et the ancients,
provideit ha declines to treait in their footateps.' 1

ir-CORRESPONDEN CE.
ry

)n THE PARNELL LETTERS.

To the Editor o! TriE WEEK:
o0 SiR,-The Globe, under the courteous heading "The
a Sagacious Mr. Smith," gives a series of extracts trom a

ig paper of mine on the Parnell Letters, which appeared in
)y THIE WEKof April 28th, 1887. The extracts are so

sselected as to convey the impression that I pronounced the
gletters genuine. My concluding words, IlJudgment is at
ýO presant pramaturo," have been cautiously omitteit.

sg Yours faithfully, GOLDWIN SMITH.
M March 51h.

ta THE STAR-CHAMBER.

ýn To th-- Editor of' THE WEEK:

9SIR,-In a late nuînber THE WEEK liat an extract
h from Dr. Jessopp's article ini the Nîneteenth Century, in
a, vhich he draws attention to the vast multitude of Jewîsh
itrecords laid up in the Star-Chamber. H1e warns us that

"lthe name lias not the remotest connection witli astro-
nomy," a not unnecassary warning, since Stormonth's
Dictionary says, IlSo called from the roof of the chamber
having beau ornamanteit with figures of stars." Dr. Jes-
sopp "ldares not venture upon an explanation of the exact
meaniug or derivation of the word ; nor as to the correct
spelling of it (lie says> arn I qualified to express au
opinion." Undar tlie circumatances I may perhaps venture
to supply the lacking information. The name comas from
tlie Hebrew word, 8hatar, which means administration or
ruis, civil or military, as a secondary senge. Then in its
Chaldee form, as may bie seau in Buxtorf's Lexicott Tai-
mudicon, sh'tar is used flrst for dominion, authority, and
then for a written bond or contract, a usage readity ex-
plained by Solomon's proverb, Ilthe borrower is servant to
the lander," wlio exercises authority over him. Buxtorf
lias numerous illustrations of this usage; and Westminster,
it seems, has thousands of sh'tars, the bonds of Englislimen
once held by usurious Jews. Yours, J. C.

Port Perry, March 4, 1889.

READINGS F.ROM CURRENT LITERA TURE.

MANN<ERISM IN WRNTING.

MANNnRisms in writing are of two kinds-those which
are due to strong individuality in the writer and those
whicli result from feebleuess of thouglit. The first kind
often possesses a peculiar charm. The great Englieli
writer, George Borrow, author of Lavengro, is an instance
of it. To dascribe lis mannerisme would bie difficult tliey
consist largely of a habit of repaedly introducing, witliin a
sliort space, rapetitions ef certain words or phrases. There
is aIse a certain tersanesa andt brevity in the fashion of the
seutances,and a naïve toue-a mixture of artlesâness and
shrewdness. IlI felt languid and almost liopelesa, The
thouglit, however, of my situation acon roused me. 1 must
make an effort to improve the posture of my affairs. Thera
was no time te lie lost: go I spraug out of lied, breakfasted
on bread and water, and thon sat down doggedly to write
the Life 0/ Joseph Sel.... .... persevered, and bfore
eveuing 1 had written ten pages. 1 partook of some breait
and water, and before 1 went to bied that niglit I had coin-
pleted fit teen pages of my liteetOfJosePh Seil. The next
day 1 resumed my task ; 1 touud my power of writiug cou-
siderably increaseit; my pan hurried rapidly over the paper;
my brain was in a wonderfullY teeming state. . ...
By about midniglit I hait added thirty freali pages to my
Lite and Adventures of Joseph Seii. The third day
arosa ; it was dark and draary out of doors, and I passed
it drearily enough within. My brain appeared to have
lost m-uch of its former glow andt my peu mucli of its power.
I, liowever, toiled on, but at midniglit lad ouly added
seven pages to my history of Jo8eph Ssii. This is an
extract from the wonderful cliapters desoribing the pro-
duction of a nove], and serves to give an idea, of a frequent
phase of the writer's style. No one but George Borrow
evar wrete in that way. I{Ow simple it is, how moving,
how unforgettable!1IIow different are the mannerismns of
Thackeray ! Ha was the greatest of English novelists, and
his style, for elasticity, variety, mauliuess, melody andt
clearness, is perhaps not surpassed by any writer. But
bis mannarisms are apart from his style; tliey are the
outcome of a curious moralizing attitude of mnd fiito
which lie was pratty sure to fait when no Particular action
of iuterest was in baud. "Ah my friands !I Vanita8 van-
itatum! Which ofus ishappyinuthis world? Which of
ushlas hie iesire, or, haviug it, is satisfied i Coma, chilitren,
let us shut up the box andt the puppets, for our play is
played out." This is the burden-sad, humorous, patîetic,
cynical, gentle,-again. and again repeated throughout bis
volumes, the "lconfidential attitude " of which some of our
own sublime novelists complain. But loyers of Thackeray
love him the better for it. It is as the familiar expression
of a dear frienit's countenance in repose, when thea unes and
moitelling that time and lite have wrought upen it are sean
unitisguised. We find then the nature andt temperamaut
of tlie,man. Dickens' mannerismns are of a less pleasing
descriptiop .They are those of anervotis, sensational, vivid
temperanient, and ara often amployed meraiy to conceal the
shallowuess of the argument. These must suffice for ex-
amples of the higlier kind of mannerisms. The lower kind
are oniy too frequent. They maY ha again subdivided
into the particular1 and the general. They are usait by

small men to patcli and round ont their more or less ragged
andt empty productions. They consist partiy of a super-
fiuity of qualitying words and phrases-adjectives, adverbs,
and moditying or iutensitying sentences-andt of locutions
and slang expressions belonging to the stock in trade cf the
nawspapar penny-a-huner. Our coutemperary noveiists are
especially repreliansibla in this direction. Tliey wisb to ha
forcible, andt instead cf seaking terce in strong ideas, tliey
try te get it by dint cf a mouthing utterance, cf trifling
ideas ; or if by chance tliay do happan upon a strong sit-
uation tliav aithler spoil it by ovar alaboration and orna-
ment cf statamant, or elsa they axanimate it by an affectait
coldnass andt indiffarence ef languaga, The cure for all
sncb rubbish is lite ; everv word must centain a living andt
indispensable maaning ; uothing must ba mechanical ; the
body andi timbs et the argument shoulit ha as uearly nakad
as possible, andt their movemauts large, pracisa, andt fuît et
purpose. A real giant neaits ne tripperies andt turbalows,
andt a giant made ont et fripperies and furbalows is net
aven the equal et a genuine dwarf.--America.

THEE cUARDIANS OF ANCIENT ROME.

THERE were in ancient Roei 7,500 coustables, and as
the streats ware unlightad at niglit, and as, baggars andt
brigands wera aven more sturdy andt anargatic than tliay
hava evar beau in the Rome et latar yaars, as the aider
brother cf the London Mohawk, the drunken patrician, was
very unscrupuleus, andt as avery Roman citizen avadeit
every police ragulatien with the greatest inganuîty, 7,500
were noue tee many. Mrrever, the streets wara Se nar-
rew that, althougli nobody but the Vestals, members et the
imperial tamily anit a taw othars ware alicwed te drive
through thoa, quarraIs andt iisturbances wera incessant,
aven lu the heurs cf daylight, and a Roman Gilbert, had
thare beau suci a creatura, would hava tounit a italigliteit
hearer in thaeç erson of every constable. But their
woes wera nnsuug; anit se wera those et the firaman,
aithougli the latter seem te hava had enougli te do; fer, in
spite et baing "ltire3-proot," auciaut Rome was remarkabla
for stupaudeus conflagrations. Soeaware wilfnlly caused,
as wheu Naro burnad the city in order te rebuild it ou a
botter plan, but accidentai tires eccurred frequantly, andt
7,000 firamen wara uecassary te aid the police. -Racently
discovereit inscriptions have revealeit ah the details ot their
organizatien, but the enly detail in it which would haet
great service nowaitays is that providing for the use et the
cat o' nina tails on auy janiter wli e prmitteit an accidentai
fire te break eut on the promises et whidli ha ai charge.
It was a fireman who Iast liait the lest Sibylline books,
saviug tliam trom the conflagration which in 363 destroyeit
the temple et Apollo in the palace et the Cosars, andt
which have neyer since been sean.-RudolpLo Lauciana.

ROMAN BATES AT TREVES.

WHAT was prôbably the uwst splendid ornamant et the
Augusta [Trevas] in lier imperial days was the thermoe, or
public batlis, situatait ou the Moelle near tIe bridge,
andt which havaeuly recantly beau axcakttad. The enorm-
eus scale on which thasa batis ware planned will ha
apparent te auy eue whe lias visitait Reine, wlian we say
that they ara but sliglitly smaiier than those ot Dioclatian
or Caracalla. At presaut little more than the toundations,
with the basins, canaIs, and heating apparatus, is preserveit;
but in the Middle Ages the thermoe formait the castle of
"lthe lords ef the Bridge," andt as tata as the seventeenth
century they still wara noble ruins, as is apparent trom
mauy odteugravings. mest et which caît the structure the

trupla acietGata.Eariy in the seventeeuth cen-
tury the Jasuits pulleit it down andt built their collage with
the materials. Yat eyau in its preseut state ene may gather
some conception et its aucient spiendour. Every specias et
itecoration known te the age was hera empîcycit; marbies
from ait over the Roman world, mesaics, Painting, anit
sculpture were lavishly usait ; a spacimen statue trem it is
the axquisite Amazen terse new in the musenm. The
thermoe includeit net only avery variety et air andt watar
baths and swimmiug basins, hiot andt colt, but aise places
fer exarcise, shady garitans, lactnra-rooms, andt libraries,
evarything in short for the comfort andt a.nusement et the
idle crewd. Hors lurkad ambitions poats with their com-
positions, "tueate ha dreadad," says Martial, who ouglit
te knew, "thi a tigrass robbad etflier cubs," anit victim-
izad the unwary loungers awaitiug tiair tnrn. lu this
great public club.lieuse many span t uist eft tiair tima, sava
when the amphithaatra or the circus callei thtîm away te
more axciting scanes. It is a goit sidaet Roman lnxury
andt extravagance that suci magnificence, probably greatar
than auything that our modern world eau sliow, was open
te the peorast, aither entirel3' free, or for a merely nominal
paymeut. -Scribner's IJ'IagaZin6.

THE BOOKS OF 1888.

THEEhooks recordait by us during the past year numbareit
4,631, baing 194 more tlian ware enterait in our IlWeakly
Record " duriug 1887, andt 45 legs than the bocks et 1886,
the heavie8t yaar in book production in our experience.
In spite ef the figures, 1888 was net an exceptieualty active
yaar witli our oeder andt larger publishers. As a generai
thiug they were censervative. Their ventures represent
the hast our writers hava te give, but they were slewer
andt more cautions in~ publisliing than twe years back.
The snrprising number ef small pubîjahars who.sprang upail ovar the country tant te 1888 the appearance et haing
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