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To time its volley in one musket roll

Against defeat that floute its own coetrol.

What strange élat to us that volley brings,

As through our couic becalmed it booming rings!

XVe bear its echo through the aisies of time

And hallow it witb requier-thoughts sublime,

While yet we see the strieken Frenchmen reel

As Celtic cbeers a British victory seal.

The dreadfui rout tbree waves of fire complete,

Till down the slope it mnoies witb burryieg feet,

To crowd the wailing streets of old Quebec

And breath a moment fromn the battle's wreck.

'Twas then with Wolfe and 'Montcalm stricken down

A failing cause ivas fougit by fate alone:

'Twas then, wben France, o'erta'en, the field forsook,

The empire of New France, decaying, shook.

'Twas in the rear the hero fell, a ictim of dlefeat

That weeps to sound a brave man's knell, a brave muan in retreat.

When hie saw is wavering armny fiy acroce the snoke-girt plain

Hie great heart heaved a bitter igh, tbough bis coul defied the pain.

There ran confusion like a tide at fu ebb down the lopes,

As the fragments of a oldier's pride lay chattered witlc bis bopes,

Those hopes, wbich, brigbt as early dawn, had cbeered him in the mcmn,

Now draggled by defeat and drawn beneath the feet of score.

'Tis true is emen had braved the storm cof British musketry,

As, at is word, tbey dared re-form, before they turned to fees.

But nothing could a victory urge o'er hunes that nieyer swerved,

Whcse front drove back the battle's surge in face of death unnerved.

'Twas as lie rode by pani's fianks to re-assure retreat

That pressed by deaths cbance boit bie sank at auxicus dutys feet

Yet, stricken dewn, bis only thought ivas bow the tide te stem,

As fromn bis bier bie vainly sougbit a lest cause to redeemn.

Even wben tbe reut found rest at last from tbe galling miusketûers,

* Hie orders issued tbick and fast, to calm bhis followers' fears!

Tbougb wounded sore lie gave snc beed to wliat betokened death,

For he felt bis country's fate bad need of a patriot's latest breatb.

At iast wben told is end was near 'twas there hie found relief,

I Ishall net live tbe dooin to bear of a city wrueg witb grief;

'Tis God's baud presses on tbe town, percbance biell set it free,

Besides the foe batb higb rencown tbat dlaims tbe victory."

And wben De Ramesay sought is ceucb te urge a last beliest,

No tremor tbrcbbed tbe hero's touch as the soldier's baud lbe pressed

IlTo France tbe fair be ever leal, wbatever may betide,

Soil nt ber lilies whsn yen seal a treaty with lier pride.

'Our foe je generous as brave, nor will our faith betray,

He'il neyer make New France a slave, tbougb victcr le tbe fray

This igbt 1 spend tIhe lait on eartb, commiuieg witb my Ged,

Ths mcrrow's surn will bring me birtb witbîn is igb abode;
IlSe Ged be witb you ail," lie said, as lie cid is cemrade's tears,

And turned witb Pain upon bis bed, still uudisturbed by f sare

And soon from eartb thsre passed a seul as brave as France bath seen.

And as the centuries oeward roli bis faine is fresh and green.

t And eew the knoll tbat deadly coeflict saw
la straegely crowued witli embiem of the law

Tbat erb8 tIhe buman passiens, finding vet,

Thongb flot iu war in ways tueboly lbeet.
in sommer frcm its tower tbe sys may rest
Upen the fields by war and nature pressed
Alof t in gravel bede and grassy keewes
Wbereen the lewing kine the greeesward browe;
Wben winter cernes witb polar stormns in traie

To cever witli its fleece tbe drowsy plaie.
Beeeatb the wreatllets cf tIhe snow-flake ses,

î Tberesleeeps tIhe ringling- peace of destiny,
Tbat talmns beeeatb it8 sterme tbe wbilorn foes,
Wbo, fiercely figtiug, clarified tbeir woes,
Till liberty assured had crystallized

Tbe bittereess of strife in friendsbip prized.
J. M. HARPER.

2'IE LEGEYD OF 1THE HOL Y GRAIL.

ANEW era for mythology began with the revelation thal

Sasrtwas akin to the Aryan tongues of Europe. Be-

fore tbat date much had been written on the subjeot. Poets,

phiiosophers, theolegians, from Xenophaees to Bryant,

had sung and theorized and moralized on the mythe and

fables of antiquity; yet on]y in scattered jnstances had

ahappy guess or rare triumph of insight given au

inkiing of their real source and signiticance. But the dis-

covery that Sanscrit, Greek, Latin, German, Ceitic and

Slavonie had ail one and the saine origin not only brought

eut the fact that their househoid words-father, nither,

daughter, earth, cattie, Miii, corf-were substan ytially the
Bame, but made the noliss remarkable disclosure that each

of themi ossessed the elements of a mythological phrasec-

Iogy, displaying the palpable traces of a common starting.

po int. Familiar nursery tales likie Cinderella, admired

;tories of heroism like William Tel], pathetic domestie
drainas like Bethgeiert, were traced, in varying forme,

through ail the members of the widespread Aryan family,

and semetimes even beyond the Aryan pale.
It is, however, oniy within quite recent turnes that thE

study of these legendary growths lias heen reduced to

mystein, and that diligent seholars, pursuing their researcheE

into the hitherto unpenetrated jungle of half-civilized oc

barbarous mythology, have, with infinite labour, firmly laid
the founidations of the science of comparative m3YthOlOgy

The bibiiography of that science, already important, i

constantiy undergoing enlargement. Nevertheless, quitý

enougli of the vast field stili reMains unworked to givN
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that sucli inquiries will be fruitf ni, the flrst requisite is a

fair division of the manifold task. To that ed attempts

have been made to effect such an organization as, whilc

leaving each individual f rec te follow up the investigations

for which lis capacity, tastes and opportueities best fit

lin, niay promoesce operatien and unity cf aima. Among

sucob organizatins-which are new, under one desgnatien

or another, met with in almeet cvery country cf Europe, as

weil as in other parts cf the wold-not the least successful

has been the English Folk-Lore Society.
Thli terni chosen te indicate the objects for wlsich it

was formcd was introduced about if ty years ago, and its

adoption far and wide, net only within but beyond the

lirnits cf the English-speaking race, je ample recognition cf

its many-sidcd expreseivefless. It includes f olk-taies, hero-

tales, traditional ballad8 and songe, place legends and

traditions, goblindoin, witchcraft, astrology, superstitions

connected with material things, local festival and cere-

monial customns, gaines, jingles, nursery rhymcs, riddles,

proverbe, oid saws, nicknames, place rhynses and sayiegs,

and folk-lore etyrnology. The society was established in

1878 for the purpose cf cllecting and preeerving the

faet-perishing relie cf foik-lore ie Englieli and othercern-

munitie, and je the reasonable assurance that corporate

action would accomplieli resulte which isolated efforts, how-

ever strenuons, could net bc expccted te yicld. At the saine

tinie it was on thc harveets cf valuable discovery which had

been reaped by the carnest and weii-dirccted eflorts ef imdi-

vidual research that the society based its liopes, when sucob

efforts wcrc united and systcînatized. The late Mr. J. F.

Camupbell, for instance, colected orally je the Hlighlands

cf Scotland a grcup of stonies cf thcelighest worth, thc very

existence cf whicb had previously been ucsuspected. Thli

work adhieved by thc society-and especially the precicus

store cf classified research te whidh I would ncw cail atten-

tion-shows how fruitfuily inspiring Mr. Campbeil's exain-

pie lias been, and how stable wae the foundation on which

the scciety based ite raison d'être.
Some cf the most erinent students cf the science tîsat

makes Man its theme are members of the society. Its

roll comprises the naines cf Sir John Lubbock, cf Dr. E.

B. Tylor, cf Prof. A. H. Sayce, cf Mr. Andrcw Lang, cf

Mn. J. J. Foster, cf Mr. G. Lawrence Gomme, cf the

Earl cf Strafford, President, cf Prof. -Rhys, cf Mr. G. H.

Kinahan, cf Dr. D. G. Binton, cf Mn. Yves Guyot, and cf

several others cf the foreoct iterary and scientiflc wcrkers

cf the preset day. It is cmphaticaily, indeed, a working

socîety, as its publications during the tee years of its

existence amply prove.
These publications consiet cf five volumes cf tIc Follc.

Lore Record, six volumes of the Folk-Lore Journal and

about a dozen menegrapls-al cf exceptienal interet--

on British and foreige folk-lore. It is te the iatest of these

volumes, "lich Legend cf thc Heiy Grai, witli special

reference te its Celtic Origie," that I wouid more particu-

larly invite the attentionof the readers of 'fîuE WEEi.
Thli subject is cf fan.reaching intcrcst frein the stand-

peints net oniy cf science but cf history and cf literature,
and, in this last confection, must have a peculiar attraction

for ail the admirens of cur Poet Laureate. The author,
Mr. Alfred Nutt, who je well knewn te folk-lorists frein

bis studies on "'fli Aryan Expulsion and R'.turn Formula"

and ce IlThc Mabinogi cf Branwen, Daugliter cf Ilyr,"

dedicates bis work te the rnemol'y cf J. F. Campbell, frein
whoni liel"first icant te love Cltic tradition." lie has,

moncover, taken as nee cf the inottees and texte of bis

argument, the foiiowing extract frein the IlPopular Tales

of the West Highlands," in whidli the author je comment-
ing on the stcry cf the Lay of the Great Fool :"lI arn

inclined . . te consider this Lay as one episode in the
adventures cf a Cltic hero who, in the tweiftli century,

became Perceval, le chercheur du basin. lie, tee, was poor

and tho son cf a widow, and haif starved and kcpt in

ignorance cf hiesinether . . . but nevertheless...
in the ed lie became posseeeed cf that sacrcd basin, le saint

Graal, and the liely lance,1 whidli, thougli Christian je the

stery, are manifestly the saine as the talismans which

appear so often je Galiic tales and have relations ie ai]
t pepular lore-the glittering weapon which detroys, the

sacrcd medicinal cup whidh cures." Mr. Nutt niedestly

4 adds that hie studie are "lbut an amplification cf Mr.

Campbell's statemeet. liad the latter," li cocntinues,
Cireceived the attention it deservcd -.-. -thers woukd

in ail probability, have been ne occasion for the present

'work." Af ter a carefui perusal cf hie painstaking setting-

-forth cf bis theory and the greunds en which it reste, 1
d arn sure that net many will cemplain that the task was

reeerved for Mr. Nutt. It is not at ail likely that in

"other bande it would have bee discbarged more satisfac-
Storily. Hie treatinent niay, ie simple truth, be qualifici

as thorougli, and if any of bis readers remain unconvinced

(and daubtiess soesof thein wiil be reluctant te part witl

cherished beliefs), it ccrtainly will be frei non lack cf pièce

justificatsves.
Oc The enigin cf the word IlGnail "is stili disputed. It iE

8, generally accepted as baving the msaning of a vessel cl

Yisoins kied, alrnost invariably a vevsel cf niystic poer,
"lGrazal " in the sense cf a CIdriniking vessel," je ,one oi

le the words te wbich, according te Fauniel, tbe Prevença'

a and the Basque can bath lay laim. By saine it je con

es idered te nican a cup, sucob as wouid be used for wine
>r other s regard lb as a disb, adapted rather for selid food

d tmiglit be oee or other, accordng as the tradition cf thg

Y- Christian orngin cf the legend msade' it the vessel fron

iO whidli the,- paschal larnb was eaten, or tbc chalice fret

e which the wine was poured. Diez bas suggested thi

re diminutive cratella, frein Greek and Latin crater, as thi

'Y word cf whicb IlGrail"1 is a corruption. M. Paulin Pari

the sense of a collection of texts from the Psalms or
other books of scripture to be chanted in gradibus, on

the steps of the aitar, as the priest passes frein the epistie

to the gospel side. At firat, ou this hypothesis, it would

have nieant flot the sacrcd vessel, but tise mysterîous book

in which the story was revealed. In some of the early

versions-the metrical Joseph of Arimathea and the Didot

Perceval-the IlGraali or CIGréal " is supposed te be so

called from its power of gratifying (Liatini qraluin, Frenchi

gré) ail wlio saw it. The change fromIl "San Gréai " into

"ISang Réal," with the unauthorized interpretation of
"iReal Blood," contributed to the disseminatien of certain

popular views as to the source and drift of the legend.

"ITo some readers," writes Mr. Nutt, " it nsay have secrned

well nigh sacriiegious to trace that

.... Vanishel vase of Heaven
Tbat beld like Christs owe heart an Hic ef blood,

te the magic vessels of Pagan deitie. le England the

Grail legend is hardly known save ie that forra whicli it

lias assumed in the Quest.. ..... J our own days

our greatest poet bas cxpressed the quintessence cf

what is best and purest jn the old romance in lices of

imperishable beauty. As wc follow Sir Gaiahad by shrine

and lonely inountain mere until,

Ah 1 bleesed vision!1 blood cf God 1
Tbe spirit beats ber mortel bars,

As down dark tides tbe glory slides
And starlike mingles witb tise stars,

we are under a speil that cannot be rcsisted. And yet on

the two main paths which the legend has trodden, that of

Gaiahad is the ieast fruitfel and the least beautiful. Coim-

pared with the Perceval Quest je its highest literary eni-

bodiment, the Galahad Quet is false and antiquated on

the ethical side, lifeless on the Lsthetic aide."

Thli legend of the Holy Grail consists cf two distinct

portions-the Eariy llistory aed the Qucst. Do these two

parts (though more frequently found asunder than coin-

bined) fori one organic whole, or is oneecf thein te be

regarded as an expianatory and suppiementary after-

thiougyht ? If the former hypothesis be accepted, the fuilest

and miost orderiy wiil aise bc the oldest forai cf the legend

and the source cf tihe other versions. If the latter be cor-

rect, the most perfectly fused wouid be the latest version.

Again, if the Eariy History be an integral part cf it, the

Hcoly Grail is probably a Christian legend and the advecate

of its Celtic characteristîcs can, at most, hope te show

that it lias been affected by Ccltic traditions. If, cn the

contrary, the CJhristian legcndary be tihe intruding eleinent,

"the aici cf tihe Celtic partisan will bc te disengage the

preserit versions of the Quest frein the traces lef t upon

thein by the Early History, and te accuinulate as mnany par-

allels as possible between the residuum and admiittedly
genuine Ceitic tradition."

Mr. Nutt accordingiy proposes te investigate two

points-the relations toe acli other cf the twc portions,

and, if the Quest be proved the older, whether the Grail

eblongs te it er its presecce be due te the Early H-istory.

In erder te enabie the reader to judge as te the prebabili-

tics cf cee or other cf these hypotheses, lie lias given a

catalogue rai8onné of the various forminj which the legend

lias cone dcwn te us, as weli as clear and detailed suin-

maries cf the most important versions. These are Le

Conte del Graal cf Chrestien de Troyes (the prologue to

which is by anether hand), witli continuations hy Gautier

1de Doulens, Manessier and Gerbert ; the Josephs d'Arima-

1thée and Merlin, in cnee netrîcal version and three prose

»versions ; the prose romance of~ Perceval (Didot Percevai>

LtheQuestedel Saint Graai (prose romiance edit('d by Furnivali

3for the Roxburgie Club); Y Seint Graal (Weisli translation

c f the Quest, editcd and Englished by the iRev. Robert Wil-

r liais); the so-callcd Grand Saint Graal ascribed te iRobert

1de Borron; the iParzival cf Wolfram von Eschienbachs (Ger-

. man metrical rolmance); Perceval le Gallois (prose rornance,

t vol. 1 cf Potvin's Conte del Graal ; je Welsli and English

3 in Williams's Y Seint Graal) ; also two versions cf tise Per-

i ceval legend from which the Grail iegend is absent-the

1 Mabinogi cf Peredur, the son cf Evrawc, je Lady Guest'a

3 Mabinogion, and Sir Perceval cf Galles, an English met-'

7 rical romance, editcd by Halliwell and printed for the
.. Caniden Society ; and finally, an independent German ver-

1, sion cf certain adventures, the hero cf whicli, in the Conte

1 du Graal, if Wolfrain and in the Mabinogi, is Gawai- the

b iDiu Crone, cf llcinrich von dem Turlin.
Frein intrinsic evidence M-r. Nutt concludes that a

1 great body cf romance, cf which cniy a portion bas coins

'a down te us, carae jute existence during the fifty ycars bet-

a ween 1170 and 12.)0-some cf it in France, seme e nEeg-

]and, saminj Germany. After a careful examinatien cf

d the versions cited, lie is led te ccnclude that the Quet is

d originally independeet of, and eider than, the Early Histery.

hlHc then prcceeds te inquire wlicther the Grail itself really

,s helongs te the original form cf the Quest, or lias been in-

troduced inte the Quest versions frein the Early History.

ýs At the outset cf the inquiry the auther gives a sketch cf

)f the previeus literature cf the subject whieh, thougli noces-

*. sarîly brief, is the meet coniprehensive synopsis cf argu-

)f ments and conclusions touching the source and meaning cf

d the entire legendary cycle under review that lias yet been

1-laid before the world. In se doing lie candidly sets forth

S;opinions at variance with bis cwn, and the reasons on

L which thcy are based, se that the reader lias full opportun-

ie ity cf testieg by adverse criticisin the soundness cf the

m views which lie is asked to acccpt.

M Beginning with the researches cf Viliemarqué, Who

ie was Ilthe first te state with fulness and methed' the

ie arguments for the Celtic orngin cf the legend," Mr.

L5 Nutt feiiows the ebli and flow cf opinion over nearly blmf


