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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1885,

NOTES AND COMMENIS,

This week instead ot the “Amulet” we
give an appropriate Christmas story
written by one of the best Catholic writers
and we feel confident our readers will
find 16 both instructive and interesting.

At both St. Mary's church and that of
the Immaculate Conception special ser-
mons will be preached on Christmas Day.
The Rev. Father Lory, President of St.
Boniface College, will preach at the Im-
maculate Conception, and the Rev. Fa-
ther Drummond at St.. Mary's. .

The name of Mr. T.A.Bernier has been
mentioned in connection with the Mayor-
alty contest in St. Boniface. The majority
of the influential men support his candi-
dature, and it is altogether likely that he
will be elected by acclamation. It is
safe to say no better person could be
selected for the high office.

The London Truth, spéaking of the
‘visit of Archdeacon Farrar to America,
says that “He spoke nothing but non-
sense and twaddle.” This must be crush-
ing to those flunkies across the line who
lauded him to the skies and filled his
purse. Labouchere, you are too cruel.

Elsewhere will be found a letter from
Mr. T. A. Bernier, in answer to the Rev.
Mr. Silcox, dealing most effectively with
the malignant charges brought by this
Evangel against the French Canadians.
Either Mr. Silcox must be ignorant of
the record of the French Canadians in
Canada, or he deliberately manufactures
history to malign them.

Mr. H. Costigan has been transferred
from the Weights and Measures Depart.
ment to the important position of Depu-
ty Collector of Inland Revenue. Mr.
Costigan has proved himself deserving
and qualified for the new office. His
many friends will be glad to hear that he
has recovered from an attack of pleurisy
which he recently contracted.

Puritanical Boston affected to be shocked
when a crowd attended the opening of
John L. Sullivan's liqucr saloon, but 12,
000 persons went last Sunday night to
hear ajminister (Parson Downes) who is
accused of the most shameful erimes
against morality and has lately "been
ejected from his pulpit. Sensationalism
rules the hour.

The “Manitoban,” in speaking of the
situation in England, says the recent
proposal of Mr. Gladstone to grant to
Ireland some measure of self govern-
ment, would be dangerous to the nation.
Why “dangerous to the nation.”” Was the
granting of local legislation to Canada,
to Australia and to New Zealand,danger-
ous to the nation. Surely the Irish cause
must appear a just one to Canadians.
Would the “Manitoban” deny to Irish-
men the freedom which we enjoy in this
country. Will it please take the floor
and explain how 1t would be “dangerous
to the nation?”

The situation in England, so the dis.
palches in the evening papers inform us
i3 becoming critical. The English gour-
mands who have lived on the substance
of Ireland in the past, are becoming

alarmed at the prospect of that country
being allowed to legislate for herself.

They are afraid their ill-gotten goods will

have to be restored and therefore talk of
civil war. But their days are pumbered.
Isaac Butt, Parnell’s predecessor, was
coolly told that the question of Irish self-
government would be considered only
when he could spezk of a united Ireland,
and that is whbat the Irish leader to-day
can do; therefore these landlords may
a8 well resign themselves to be inevita-
ble.

GREETING,

Itisaleang time since the English
speaking Catholica of the Northwest,
(and never were 80 many of them), ad-
dressed through & journal devoted to
their interests at this joyful season. We
trust that this number of the ‘Review"
will add to the Christmas cheer of our
readers through this vast country, which
was but a short time ago the home of
the Savage, who was the sole monarch of
the prairies, but where now, owing to the
great and good God, who ruleth all
things, Paganism has been brought over
to Christianity; civilization has in-
vaded to the remotest parts of the
country, and thriving towns and settle-
ments dot the plain everywhere. This
Christmas Day, which is one of joy to
every Catholic heart, asit is the day
whereon the Redeemer of the world was
born unto this world “for us men and for
our salvation,” sincerely trust
will be a happy one for all our readers
and that throughout the approaching
new year, it is our wish that peace and
prosperity accompany one and all. This
is our Christmas greeting to our friends
and patrons. God's peaca to our coun-
try and to the faith we prize.

T ———————
ADESTE FIDELES.

Eighteen centuries ago the angels sang
that midnight bymn which we can hear
as plainly now as then, “Peace on
earth to men of good will.” Though years
bave rolled on and wrought many chang-
es in the world, and though nations have
come and gone since the Saviour of the
world lay in the manger at Bethlehem
on a cold bitter night of December, we
still look back to that memorable event
which time cannot obliterate nor obscure,
for we can see now as plainly as did the
wise men, the Babe in swaddling clothes,
we still look back to the birth at Naza-
reth as an epoch wbich cycles cannot
dim. Dcwn through these years comes
the news that a Savior is born; loud and
clear to faithful ears rescunds the voice
of the Magi that proclaims that
Christ is born; We can see to-day the
Savior at Nazareth, obedient to his
Virgin Mother. Then in after life
His works of mercy, love, and charity,
His bloody sweat in Gethsemane;
and Hie biter ecry “Father, if il be
possible let this cup pass away.”
His scourging and then tracing His
{ weary way to Calvary, followed by His
afficted Mother, beaten and scoffed by
His cruel persecutors. We see Him bleed
ing and torn, stretched on the cross and
there seal a Life of sorrow by praying for
His persecutors. Oh, incomparable love!

we

“NOIRISH NEED APPLY.”

It would seem that this old cry is to
be revived in England. Some of the sore-
heads who have been defeated in the
recent elections by the casting of the
Irish votes have become maddened and
resolved tobarevenged on their Irish em-
ployes.The following cablegram will show
to what low depths the English will de-
scend.

A movement has begun which, involv—
es probably the most astounding scheme
of political reveage and proscription in
the history of this generation. The move-
ment grew out of a meeting at the Na.
tional Liberal Club of those liberal mem-
bers elect whose majorities had been re-
ducod by the casting of the Irish vote
for the Tories, and of those liberal candi-
dates for Parliament who had been de-
feated by thegsame tactics. It was a
very soreheaded assemblage aud great
bitterrfess was displayed against the Irish
in all the speeches,- Many of the speak-
ers said that their own Irish workmen
on farms and estates and in mines and
factories, whom they had provided with
sustenance in troublous times, agitated
and voted against their masters, the
bread providers, at the bidding of strang
ers. This allusion to strangers refers, of
course,to the Parnellite manifesto which
was issued on the Saturday preceding
the borough elsction,and which exhorted
all Irish electors in Great Britain to vote
for Tories except in the case of a few
specified Radicals. The result of the
meeting was the adoption by a unani-
mous vote of a resolution pledging each
gertleman present not to employ Irish
labor in the future and to gradually, but
as speedily as possible, discharge all Irish
workmen now employed by them. The
advocates of this sweeping measure of
proscription spoke of it as a’ boycotting
scheme, ignoring the broad difference
between proscribing a man for his na-
tionality, which we cannot help and
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would be a poltroon to conceal, and boy-
cotting a man for voluntarily commiting
offensive acts which he has the power to
discontinue at any mowment.

How brutal to turn on the poor em-
ploses  because ~‘they voted as
their consciences dictated.
They may say thatif was ungrate
ful far those Irishmen to vote against
their employer, but did the employed
not give a “quid pro quo?” Did they not
give an equivalent for wages received?
1t is praiseworthy in those Irishmen who,
knowing their fate, stood firm in the
time of Ireland’s trial. Let them be of
good heart for the independence of their
down-trodden country is won, and in-
dustry, plenty and prosperity will again
abound in their native land.

CHRISTMAS,

On the 25th of March the Church cel-
ebrated the Feast of the Annunciation.
Upon that day (as it were) an Angel sent
forth from God, greeted a Virgin with
the words “Hail! Full of Grace!” and
related to her that she should become
the mother of the Saviour of the world.
The Virgin is one of the lowly sphere,
poor and espoused Lo a poor carpenter;
yet it is she, who has been chosen to be
the mother of the Incarnate Son of God,
and who, 1n view of the sublime privilege
has been preserved immaculate from the
firat instant of her existence. The an-
gel required her consent to the message.
How earnestly he and the whole court of
heaven awaited her response. “Speak
but the word” says St. Bernard “holy
Virgin, which heaven and earth, and the
world below expect from you She
speaks: *“Behold the handmaid of the
Lord, be it done to me according to Thy
word.” Then the Holy Ghost overshad-
owed her and the “word was made flesh
and dwelt among us,” This was the In-
carnation of the Son of God, the second
Person in the Trinity, Who was always
God, equal to the Father and to the Ho-
ly Ghost, took of the substance of the
Virgin; formed to Himself a body and
into that body He breathed a human
soul and in the same instant he commu-
nicated to both His Divinity; henceforth
tor all eternity, He was God and man in
one Person. He, Who wss from all
eternity God, became man in time.
Therefore Mary’s child was the Great
Lord of heavenand earth; her own Croa.-
tor; the eternal God became His own
creature’s child; He lay an infant in her
chaste womb from the moment of his
conceptiontill His birth, when she be-
'came the Mother of God. ‘

We have passed.the Fastival of the In-
carnation, Christmas is that of His Birth.

Hearken to the angels’ good tidings
of great joy. This day is born to you a
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” Listen
to the multitude of the heavenly army
smging “Glory to God in the highest and
on earth peace to men of good will” and
join in their thanksgivings with the lowly
shepherds and “find Ma:y and Joseph
and the Infant” (Luke ii. 16). The Bless.
ed Mother ot God and he, who was deem-
ed worthy to be called the father of Je-
sus (Luke ii. 48), shall be our patterns
ana Jour intercessors, at the Manger-
Throne.

Yea, Lord we greet Thee
Born this happy morning
Jesus, to Thee be glory given
“Word of lhe Father

1In our flesh appearing

Oh, come let us worship

Oh, come let us worship

Oh, come let us worship
Christ the Lord,

God of God
Light of Light
Lo, He disdains not the Virgin’s Womb
Begotten God, not created,
. Og, come let us worship
ON, coms Jet us worship

Oh, come let us worship
Christ the Lord.

Ah! we Catholics will greet Him, will
worship him, really presentin the Most
Holy Sacrament. Alas! for the outer
world that is forgetting Him. They keep
the Christmas Festival, but how or why
and with what sentimnents. They think
the doctrine of the Incarnation “essen—
tial” and that they believe it, yet, were
the doctrine elaborated and pnt distinct-
ly before them, many Would reject it;
others would have to reflect,for they had
never thought of it in that way- before;
and for the rest we dare assert that the
little Catholic child who has learned to
say her rosary has a conception of the
mystery, more distinet, truthful and lu-
minous than most of them. If the doe-
trine of the Incarnation is true, then the
Blessed Virgin is the Mother of God.
The mass of Protestants deny her this
title and thus deny the fundamental doc-
trine of Chrstianity. In the Mother
they despise the Son. Our best Christ-
mas wish is that they may be brought to
know and hear the Church, the pillar
and ground of Truth, for the truth will
make them free—with the freedom

wherewibh Christ hath made us free.

THE FRENCH CANADIANS

MR. BERNIER MAKES A TRENCHANT
AND VIGOROS REPLY TO THE
REV. MR SILCOX,

THE EVANGEL NONPLUSSED BY 4
CATHOLIC LAYMAN.

Sir:—In the midst of the excitement,
caused by the events of the last few
months’ there is a distressing symptom
exhibiting itself. Passion seems to over-
whelm reason and justice. This, it is
which renders thejposition the more dif
ficult and the future more gloomy. Nev-
ertheless, for our part, we do not despair
of the good sense of the nation and we
trust that in the near future perfect or-
der may be restored and for the best in-
terests of the country that this excess of
excitement may be appeased.

Meanwhile the portion of those who
undergo the fire of the attacks of malev-
olence, or irreflection or prejudices, is
surrounded with difficulty. Painful also
is the task of repelling/calumny, insinu-
ating itself even into places reserved for
prayer and the noblest aspiration of the
soul.

Mr. Silcox, for example, a young man,
a minister of the gospel, thought fit on
Sunday last 1o read us a lesson on the
occasion of the funeral of Riel. But, as
usual, basing his reflections on false as-
sumptions, he soars forth inlo a poisoned
atmosphere of prejudice. The conse-
quence has been that his assertions have
been brutal, unjust, and without founda-
tion, although we have to admit that he
has said nothing new.

1t is always the sanie accusation which
we have heard for a century past withre-
gard to ourselves. Rome and France, to
which we are linked by the ties of faith
and blood—Rome and France, that is to
say, our faith and our origion—these are
what are made a reproach to us. France,
true it is, we love her. Wae love her on
account of her antiquity; we love her on
account of her glories; we love her on
account of her misfortunes; we love her
on account of her language which is
ours; we love her on aecount of her blood
which is ours also; we love her because
our ancestors were Frenchmen; we love
her because she loves us; we love her
because the daughter still loves her
mother, even after having vowed affec-
tion and fidelity to her spouse at the foot
of the altar.

The fortunes of war, it is true, and not
our heart, forcibly separated us from
France and thrown us upon the arms of
a spouse who has not always been tender
towards us. Men, who resemble Chinese
rather than Englishmen, would from the
first have liked to devour this new child
born to Great Britain by the valor of her
troops and the fortune and skill of Wolfe
trinmphing over the heroism of Mont-
calm. But there was a contract, a capit-
ulation, which hindered the satisfying of
such unhallowed instincts. Thanks to
this fact we can grow while waiting for
better days. In fine, there were states-
men in the English Parliament and oth-
ers’who were sent to us, who were capa-
ble of discovering that great things
might be expected of the French Cana-
dian people by treating them equitably.
They put our loyalty to the proof and
the empire saw that she had unjustly
suspected us. Great liberties were ac-
corded us. This generosity gained our
gratitude and our hearts, sc much so
that could we suppose, what is impossi-
ble, that England would -call upon us to-
day to choose between her and France,
betweon her institutions and those of
our ancient mother-land, between her
flag and that which our ancestors vener-
ated, with one voice would we demand
to reraain British subjects.

Consequently we are far from giying
one half our allegiance to France and the
other half to Rome. To the one we give
the sympathies which no people in the
world placed in the same position as
ourselves would refuse to give. To the
other we give more than sympathies;
our faith sees there the centre and the
Hexd of Catholicity, the Viear of Christ,
to whom we render the homage which
God has commanded us to render to the
Rock upon which he built His Church.
But it is precisely this faith, which
strengthens instead of weakening, our
allegiance to England. Besides, if, on
account of our faith, our allegiance is
suspected, then, for the same reason,
that of all who do not receive their relig-
ious doctrines from England, ought to be
persecuted; the allegiance of English
Catholics living at home ought to be sua-
pected; the allegiance of American Cath-
olics ought to be suspected; and indeed
all the Catholic people of the world. Ah!
yes, you are either impostors or fools, in
crediting us with opinions which would
have caused you great loas had we cher-
ished them.

From the day when the Chevalier de
Levis, after having routed your troops
and forced them to take shelter within
the walls of Quebec, was obliged in his
turn from failure of support to lay down
his arms, our loyalty, as a nation and as
a people, has never swerved. If in 1837
and 1838 some of our people who though
not representing our entire race, are;
still belonging to us, have somewhat tar-
nighed the fidelity existing for upwards
of a century, the cause lies in the fact
that the rights guaranteed by the capit-
ulation, by the treaty of Paris and the
acts of the Imperial Parliament were not
honestly adhered to! Moreover our peo-
ple were not the only ones to complain
and revolt. Then us now there were in
vour ranks many allbeit so skillful that
they could excite the passion and fo-
ment revolt, some in an undrhand man-
ner, and others openly but who later on
would vaunt their loyalty and whilst
themseives the most criminal would
shrieck for the punishwent of their
dupes.

If you would reflect but for one mo-
ment you should easily pardon an agita-

tation the result of which brings but lib-

erty which with ourselves you enjoy-
This result you owe to us for the majori
ty amongst you exhibited more subservi-
ence than the authorities in Downing
styeet ever expected from youno doubs
from the hope that in putting together
their servility and our revolt a storm
would arise to destroy us and trom our
ruin evoke a source of prosperity 0
themselves. .
But we repeat it was not our entire
people that took part in this movement.
Did you ever ask to what cause this
was due? As we think you did not we
will tell you. It was to Rome! You will

are in error.” A moment and you shall
have an explanation.

In the first place when you speak of
Rome we know what you mean. You
use the words before audiences to pro-
duce false effect. We are folly aware
too that you know better, Itis our re-
ligion that'you desire to make responsi-
ble for all the follies your excited or ig-
norant imaginstion attributes to the
Chief of our Church or the eternal city.
When, therefore, the plirase is used by
us “it is io Rome’’ we only use your lan-
guage. Amongst ourselves we use dif-
ferent words, we say resolutely “it is to
God.” For with us, loyalty, submission

existing order, the maintenance of peace
and harmony among citizens of a com-
mon country, respect and love for our
neighbor and his feelings, are not only
social and honorable virtues, but are du-
ties imposed by conscience. We give to
all these s sacred character by reterring
to the Supreme Being. Our religion
teaches us that all power comes from
God, and that by Him all kings reign, and
“to give to Caesar that which belongs to
Caesar.” It teaches us not only not to
raise the standard of revolt against our
rulers, but to pray for them.

Therefore if it were possible for you to
assist at the services of our churches you
would every Sunday hear the Catholic
subjects of the British Empire pray for
Her Majesty Queen Victoria and the
Royal family. Such'’is the doctrine which
our religion, nay to use your own words,
“*Rome" teaches us.

in 1837 this religion expressed by the
voice of our pastors .kept within the
bound of duty the bulk of the French
race in Canada. Undeubtedly with the
greater number this was not needed to
induce them to remain faithful to the

| flag given to us by Providence, but even

these could only ascribe to the lesgon
received at their mother's knee and in
their parish churches- this steadfastness
in the right at a time when it was so easy
to deceive oneself owing to the iniquities
perpetrated against us.

It wss not the first time that Rome
had spoken. She spoke immediately
after the Cession, she spoke more in an
especial manner at the time of the eman-
cipation of the United States. Then
propositions were made and emissaries
were sent to us who dangled freedom
before our eyes, and freedom at the
hands of Frenchmen, for it was Lafayette
who was the hero of the American war.

But Rome spoke by the lips of Mgr.
Briand, Bishop of Quebec, and we re-
mained faithful to the English flag. At
that time we saved Canada. Without us
there was an end to the English domin-
ion in America, for without us England
could no more have kept Canada and its
dependencies thau she was able toretain
the thirteen other ocolonies, Blind or
untruthful muet he be who does not con-
cur in this.

Aguin, in 1812, at the time of the
American invasion, Rome spoke again by
the voice of Mgr. Plessis. Again did our
militia rally to the English flag and help-
ed tosave the British dominion in Amer-
ica. Well was it for England that in
those days she could get the help of
Rome.

Rome did not at that time teach oth-
er than she hag ever taught, from the
side of the cradle in Bethlehem even to
our own days, for after twenty centuries
of existence she speaks again of these
matters by the voice of our august Pon-
tiff Leo XIII. and repeats as in the time
of Christ, of St. Peter, of St. Paul, and of
St. Augustine, “*Give to Caesar the things
that are Caesar’s’, Obey the laws of
your country, paying the tribute, aye
even the tribute of blood, if needed, for
such is the law of God.

Ah! the tribute of blood has been paid
by us Catholics in the last insurrection,

trouble which is implanted in the hearts
of our spiritual chiefs, derpite the calum-
nies which have assailed them, that has
not prevented the Venerable Archbish-
op of St. Boniface from speaking in his
turn and from giving testimony as to
what the Church has always taught and
still teaches concerning the strict obli-
gation imposed.upon us to be good and
sincere citizens, to work for the peace
and happiness of society, to obev our
Queen and those who rule in her name.
By the side of the duties prescribed for
us in the civil order our religion also
teaches us other of a purely spiritual
kind and amongst these duties is that of
praying for the dead. You may not be-
lieve in the usefulness of these prayers
and we know it. Itis not now matter
for discussion as to who js right, it is on-
ly necessary to know this that by the
treaties made by our political constitu-
tion we have full liberty to paactice our
relig’'on.

Hence the legitimate conclusion, and
one with which you have nothing to do
so long as we keep to ourselves. 1If a
Catholic family desires to have public
prayers for a deceased member they
have the right to ask, if the person for
whom these prayers are asked has made
his peace with God before death and
even although he may have been a pub-
lic sinner he has submitted to the rules
of the Church by his receiving what we
-call the sacrament of the dying. Our
oriests have not the power to refuse
these prayers. These are matters not
capable of altoration from outside cir-

cumstances- They are regulated before-

exclaim “and yet we are right and you

to established authority, the defense of*

and despite the great grief, the dreadful
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