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FREIGHT' RATES~ AND THE STEAMSIIIP to be known as fighting steamers to sal at the sanie time
COMBINE. and fromn the same port as competing vessels, and to

advertise rates mucli below those of independent lines.'
The suit brought against 'thirteen of' the principal "The steamship combine, as it iS commonly called,Atlantic carriers under the ternis of the Sherman anti- has attracted attention in Canada on more than onietrust law i the United States appears to be the begin- ocelasion. When the Canadian Northern last spring in-rng of what will prove one of the most interesting and augurated its I3ristol-Montreal service, unofficial storiesimportant lights against an alleged combine. Among were heard. that the new ine woul. d fight the comnbine,the-'COtnpanies Con'oerned are the Allan Steamship and and speculation was rampant as t «o what -would ho thethe Canadian Pacifie Railway corpo'rations. The Cana- fate of the Canadian Nrthern v'essels when pitteddiani Northern Steamship .Comnpany, the latest 'member against Specially directed competition. Rutnors wereof the Atlantic cofrne is flot included in the present settled when the Mackenzie-Mann ships joined the Con-.

Si.The thirtetin ocean carriers are alleged to have ference.entered' into an illIcgal contract inii go8' by which they Steerage' trafic' is' only one conisidération. That'cileatled a combtie wlth power to apportioji aill traffic appealing most strongly to Canadiarn shippers and mer-pro rata, impose heavy fines on members of the Confer-~ ch ' nts is the question of freight rates. ' Early this yearenoe for 'iolationO d si aricles of agreement, and wage the North Atlantic Westbound Freight Conféreince pro "
strenuus compétition against outsidè lines. posed to increase materially the' transportation charges

As 'a resuItý, it is. stated that the Russian volunteer for ocean freights fromi British to Canadiaui ports. Th1is
fle.et was dri-ven 'out of busnss, and, that the lussian-. eaused protesta by the Toronto and Môntreal Boards of'Aei 'c*n line wasýforoed to' bécc>me a memnI*r of the Trade, by 'shippers generally, whlle Montreal itpOrtlers

Conferune. The 'present' ase is confined apparently toasd for the appointinent of a RoyaI 'Comiso Ii#ch h-e i connetion' 'with 'the traffie of steerage pas- invfltigate the, action of the Cê4nfeee. fi. .aengersi tinety' per cent. ofbwhi>h 'valtied at $55ooo,ooo Bosworth,. ifourth' vic<e-pireident of thse ýCa.aa$i&s Paci
tthecopis s estiated to b colitrolled '-y th.é Ralway, at the~ time 4 1tte in Lodn.at ships0' 1o

thiieer crýrato rs.Accrdngtàa atèent' of Drn.- moiiey on' thé westbotind trade cargOes. ter a1a9.trict- Attione W'hê, li sa àlleedthai iu order to elsum1.. delekation of 'Montréal' impb>,ers, wftitd ~jinaeýan',deso cinpetiti6, a < cmniittee' of -thrée' 'mtinon gove#uimett rèspectiug the. ro," inead
àfftswa apontd*it pCwër io àelect> stasiS charges.' Thseerei âpoition àpàretly had ffect,


