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DEFENGE 0F CANADA.

DISCUSSION IN Tif E IIOUSE 0F COMMONS ON TifE EXPENI)ITURE OF. $3,0oo,0oo

EXTRA ON ARMS AND EQUIPNIENT OF. THE MILITI A.

AS so much interest bas been taken ini tht
discussion on the extra appropriation of
$3,ooo,ooo for militia purposes, and as

only v'cry brief reports have appeared in the
daily papers, THE GAZETTE will publish a
verbatim report. There i5 so much of it that
onhy a portion will be run in any one issue.

MR. FOSTER, in moving the House int
a committeete1 consider the proposai said :
can give now a short resume of what is in-
tended. The resolution speaks for itself,
Mr. Speaker, and moreover tht proposal
bas been discussed to a certain extent in
ibis House. Hon. members are quite weli
aware of tht circumstances out of which tht
proposing of tbis resolution arose. It was
feIt by tht Government, and 1 think it is a
general feeling througbout the country-I
arn quite sure it is the unanimous feeling of
men of military înstincs-that there is a
necessity for placing the militia of ibis coun-
try, s0 far as arms and equipmtnt for the de-
fence of the country are conctrned,in a better
position than they have been in. Flist, as
regards arms, a rifle for tht indiivîdual vol-
unteer, and, in tht second place, anoîher
indispensable part in tht defensive armarnent,
tht field guns, which will form a second
account in tht investment that is to be made
fromn tht money which it is proposed to ask
Parliament te authorize us to taise. Then
there is, aiong with both of these féa-ures of
the armament, the general equipment and
accoutrements wbich go wuth them and
which require no explanation ai my hands.
There is aise tht ammunition whicb is used
by each of these divisions of the armament
and which must be supplied in fairly
adequate quantiîy so as to furnish tht
motive power for the armament intendel
for tht use of our volunteers. This, together
witb sorte rapid firing guns, make up, ini
fact, ail that is at present engaging tht at-
tention of tht Mîlitia Department and tht
Gaverninent. Tht kind of rifle gave rise t0
a good deal of discussion in tht press of the
country and aînong military men, and a great
deal ofcare was bestowed upon it. Tht Gov-
ernment had butont desîre and that was,
.irrespective of a slight or even a considerable
différence of tht cost, te put into tht hands
of tht Canadian volunteer what was con-
sidered to be the noast approved rifle. Opin-
ions may differ as to whether a single rifle
or a magazine rifle is better. Our mîlitia
authorities were in close touch wîtb ihose
military authorities in Great Brîtain, and, as
the resui of very careful investigation and
communication with tht highest authorities
tht Government bas decided to purchase tht
Lee-Enfield rifle. This is a new magazine
rifle, which, I believe, is now being manu-
factured, and whicb wiIl be placed in the

bands of their own soldiers by the British
Government, and is considtrtd by the war
authorities there as being the btst rifle that
is now in sight. Basing ils action on the
circumstances out of which this resolution
bas arisen and the sympathies of Parliament
and tht evident wishes of tht country, tht
Government Iost no time in undertaking t0
have these armaments made ready for use
in Canada and they have placed orders in
Great Brîtain for a supply. Tbey have or-
dered 40,000 of the Lee-Enfltld rifles and
2,300 of the Lte-Enfieid magazine carbines
for tht cavalry. Then there are t0 be four
batteries of 12-pounder guns complete witb
an adequate amount of tht best present
known ammunîtion. Thtst, witb ail that
belongs te them, ail tbat is necessary for
their complete equipment, will cost about
$i,8oo,ooo or $î,900,ooo, or say, $2,0o0,ooo of
tht sum we are asking tht House to vote.
Our military authorities here and those with
whom they have consulted considerithat this
equipment wili be of tht most excellent
equipment in every way and thoroughly up
te date, if ont may use that expression with
reference t0 it.

MR. MILLS (Bothwell)--How many field
guns ait ogether ?

MR. FOSTER-There art four batteries of
six guns te a battery. Our iuthorities con-
sider these to be sufficient for the purpose.

MR. MILLS (Bothwell)-What dîd they
cost ?

MR. FOSTER-Dots the hon. gentleman
wish me t0 go mbt detajis now ? 1 thînk
that would be scarcely necessary. 1
say that we are getting these arms with
ammunîtion ai tht very best prices. 1 have
the statement of what they will cost here,
but probably it wîi be better t0 take
that up in committee. Ont point 1 wish te
emphasize and that is that in order te gel
these ai tht smailest cost we have undertaken
te pay for them very proinptly, and our en-
gagement necessîtates the paymtnt of 'foo0,-
ooo in Aprîl, and a little more than that in
the latter part of j une.

MR. MILLS (Bothwell)-From whom are
they bought ?

MR. FOS'rER-They are bought Irom tht
War Office in Great Bntain, and the pay-
ments are te be made to the War Office. Ail
wîlI be delîvtred by tht middle or at least
by tht end of October of tht present year.
With reference to tht other $ 1,000,000 wh*ch
bas not yet been appropriated, the Govern-
ment, frankly speakirîg, wisbes t0 have tht
boan of $3,ooo,ooo. i wili depend upon cîr-
cumnstances and partly aiso upon what may
bt considered best by tht authorîties here
and at home in close conference and com-

munication witb each other, as to whetber
that shall be spent at sorte near time in the
future and as te how it may be spent..

MR. MILLS (Bothwel>-[s the whole lia-
bility incurred to the War Office ?

MR. FOSTER-Yes, $1,844,000, 1 think.

Motion agreed to, and House resoived
itself into committee.

(In the Committee.)

SIR RICHARD CARTWRIGHT-It would
be as weIl that the bon. gentleman should
give us some more details. As I under-
stand his proposition, it is te supply suffi-
cient arms and accoutrements for 40,000
men. He might give us a littie moe de-
tails as te the cost of tht rifles and am.-
munition separately, and aiso as to the cost
of the artiliery and the ammunition pro-
vided far it. So far as 1 understand him,
the $2,000,COO Of which he spoke wîill be con-
sumed in providi ng for 40,000 stand of arms,
and in providing twenty-four guns.

M R. DAVI1ES (P. E..)-l1 would aisolike to
know if I understood the Minister correctly
to say that our liability for this $i,8:o,ooo
îs entirely with tht War Departiment, and
nlot witb any privat contractor.

MR. FOSTER-Ves.

MR. DAvIES (P.E.I.)-The money is paid
by us te tht Department ?

MR. FoSTER-Everything gots through
them. We deal with the War Office directly,
and no ont else. I may say that they are
given at cost, and we give a commission
of 5 per cent. for inspection, and the like
of that, ail paid to the War Department.
1 think tht rifles are given to us ai cost.
1 think it is the general practice carried
out by the War Office that they supply fromn
their own factories a cert'ain proportion,
and tbey get the rest of the supplies through
the irade. They are carrying out that plan
in supplying us ; so that altbough we deal
simply with tht War Office a!one, our pur-
chases are dîvided int two parts, those
wbich are furnibhed directly by the War
Office from the Government (actories, aîîd
those that aie (urnished to us by tbe War
Office througb the trade, that is, flot the
Government fictories, but the makers of
war material ouwside the Government fac-
tories. Now, the rifles cost fromn the trade
£4 sterling ; the bayonets and scabbards
are 13s. 6d. ; carbînes, 2,300, cost £8,ooo.

Those are factory supplies. The rifles from
the Government (actories are supplied at

£3 los.

MR. MULOCK-What rifles are they?
MR. FOSTER-The Lte-Enfield. As I

said before, everything is inspected and ap-
proved by the inspectors of tht War Office,
and for that inspection a charge of 5 per
cent. is made. Then there is the ammunîtion,
eighteen million rounds "«.303 " bahl cordite,
costing £76,ooo, that is from the Gnvern-
ment factory; 9,000, rounds ".303," dummy


