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THE ANATOMICAL FACTOR IN THE PRODUCTION
0F BALDNESS.

Bv GEoizoE Ei .iVtT, IN.D., *ooio,

Cunningh.am, in opeingio his cllalter on tlie Dissection of the
Scalp, says: " Strictly speaking, the termi 'Scalp ' Shldç bc re-
strieted to the soft parts xvhich cuver the vatilt of tlie cranluni
above the level of the temporal ridges and the suiperior curved Elne
of the occipital 1)ofie :'' while Tre\ves states it is convenient tg) con-
sider tL-le terni ' scalp *' as limiited to the structure formied l)y the
union of the first threc layers, viz., the skin, the subcutaneotis fatty
tissue, or superficial. fascia, and the occipito-frontalis muscle and
its epicranial. aponeurosis.

HIow strikîingly ;loes the scalp area of Cunniiinghiam correspond
\vith flie area of baldness as seen in miost individuials, the subjeets
of this condition ! But stili more precisely and accurately does the
area of l)al(lness correspond to the area of the epicranial aponeu-
rosis, a structure iii wliich there are no muscular fibres, nor vet
ans' underlviicni uscular fibres between it and tlic boiue. Thiat
the production of baldiless lias an aniatomical factor, I propose-
now to discuss miore in detail.

l'le skin of the scalp is intimately connected with the-
underlying epicranial apotie-trosis by flue superfical fascia. la
fact, these two structures are so firmily attachied by dense fibrous
bands, that it is a difficuit uindertaking, for a disseetor to essay their
separation. Amongyst these mieshes lie the fatty tissue, the nerves
and the v'ascular structures before they break up to supply the
skin. Similar superficial. fascia is fouini ini the palmis of the hiands
and the soles of the feet; and it miay be sig-nificant to note that
of the three regions of flue body supplied with this dense super-
ficial. fascia, flue overlving sicin ini tlie two latter is altogether desti-
tute of hairs, w'hilst flhe third, the scalp area, very often becomes
similarly destitute iii later life.

Any one whio takes the trouble to examine and observe closely
must be struck by the fact that baldness occurs on the top of thec
head, and i-arely if ever extends below the temporal ridges later-
ally, or even down to flue superior curved lines of the occipital
bone, posteriorly. It will be noticed also that balduess e:rtends
lower in th fi niddlie line beliind than it cloes an inch or so on either
side of fli middle fine, posteriorly. This, of course, corresponds
to the fact that thiere are no miuscuilar fibres in the middle of the
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