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have ta buy food for tbem. Hadn't figured on that.
And she thinks it's rather early for them, to, begin laying
just y-et. She says, too, tbat at least three of our hiens
are so, aid that they're probably past the laying stage.
That oid Irishwoman who sold us the liens is a fraud.
V've a mind to cali some day when lier husband is out
and tell hier sa.

A40ril th.-Got a dollar's worth of corni and shorts
for the fowls, and filled the hungry brutes up to the neck.
They're iaying a littie better. Got two eggs yesterday
and three to-day. The business is gaing to pay, after
ail, tbaugh there does flot seemn ta be as much in it as 1
tbought there was.

Aprit 2ôth.-Hlens settiing fairly weil down to busi-
ness, considerîng the advanced years of some of tliem.
Getteing about twenty eggs a week. At twenty-five cents
a dozen tbat's about forty cents. Food casts about haîf
that.

.May 2n1d.-Have just discovered to my intense dis-
gust that eggs are selling retail at fifteen cents per dozen.
Really, it does flot pay ta keep fowls.

May 4th.-Hens flot keeping tip ta the mark at ail.
There is a considerable falling off in the supply of eggs,
as we are anly getting one or twa a day now. Two of
the creatures are acting in an absurd inanfler, sitting on
the nests ail day.- They scem, ta be trying taO lay, but we
get no resuits. Wonder wbat ails thein ?

1May 5th.-Mrs. Jimpsecute, wbo semiîs a perfect
encycIopredia of lien lare, says the hiens want ta set.
They sban't do it! We bought themn ta supply us with
eggs, flot ta breed chickens. I have routed tbem, out
about a dozen times to-day, but they will persist in their
ridiculous course.

A BRIGHT STAR.
MANAGER oF TANx PLAY (te, the Star)-" There's been no rain

for snow in this town for six inontbs. Can't get any water ta fill
the tank for the Shipwreck Scene. Wbat's to be donc?"

STAR-" You'1l have ta step before the curtain and annaunce that
oving ta unfavorable weather we are compeiled to omit the Ship-
wreck Scene."

ON THE RIALTO.
FlIRST TÎiESrIAN-<".Theie is old Ruskin, the tragedian."
SECOND TiiESPIAN-'<Why <toes hie always look so iiiean-

cboly?"
FrRSr TnESPIAN-" My boy, that's.his conception of himself."

Mai, 6il.-One of the settink liens has gone a« some-
where, and is probably setting in some vacant lot. The
other has carried her point. We have concluded tio let
ber keep on setting, and have supplied.her with thirteen
eggs. What con trary creaturtes liens are, anyhow !

May 91.-Just had a visit from aur neighbor, Bul-
derkin, who came ta complain that some of rny liens fly
over the fence and scratch up bis garden What a per-
nickety aid buffer lie is 1 Says be'ii kilt them if 1 can't
keep thein in. Spent two hours this evening huntrng
the -li- - ens ail round the hen-hause
ta catch thern and clip their wings. Confaund Bilderkin
for a fussy aid nincompoop! Wish I'd neyer started a
hennery.

May ioth.-The setting lien basn't as many eggs as
she started in with and has a warried and anxiaus
expression. Could oniy find eight eggs under hier.
Where cati the rtest have gone ? Is it passible that in sa
short a time the chickens could bave hatclied and gone
off samewhere?

May itth.-Mrs. jimpsecute, on being cansulted by
Maria, says the eggs must bave been eaten by rats.
Only six ieft now, and the hien quite worn and baggard.
Must have the cat sleep in the nest nigbts if the lien
wiii let him.

May r2tli.--fen wouldn't let him. She pecked at
hini viciously and lie clawed at bier, and in the scuffle
two mare eggs broken. What a fool a hien is!1

Aéfay z8th-Old Biiderkin rnadder than ever, chasing
my biens all over bis lot and using language af a kind
shameful ta, listen ta. It seems they now crawl thraugh
a hale in the fence. Told Bilderkin he mniglit go there
hixaseif, and tbrew a stone ait bis dog. Must bure a man
ta tigliten the fence.

May 22nd.-The other hien which went off ta, set bas
been faund setting on a couple of large pebbles iii a fence
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