TN CHRISTIANITY,

] MPROVEMENT.

« The Brble is the only religion of Protestants,””"

B ~;ing, is aware of its solemn import—of the exceeding length and:
breadth of its spirit and intention. "To be consistent with the above
‘motto a Christian should belizve nothing in religion but what is!
raught in the Scriptures, and he should do nothing -but what hisg
Bible warrants. And if all books except this were lost from the;
earth, every church ought to be uble to find its entire constitution
sanctioned and supported by the facts .and principles recorded
there ! To this effect are the following uble remarks of Rev.
Qichard Burgess, which we copy from a Sermon delivered in
T'rinity Church, Londen, on November 4th, 1838.—-¢¢There is;
one way in wkich the profession of Christianity may be rendered
wnore pure ; acd that is, by clearing away all those errors and tra-
ditions, which either the ignorance or malice of men has intro-
duced:---to restore the Gospel to its original parity, and to reform
all that is amiss in the doctrine and the practice of its professors.
"This is the only alteration, which we can admit in matters of reli-
gion.'To add to or diminish aught from the word of God is presump-
ion: to clear it fromthe glosses which an affected criticism or a fulse
phdosaphy have put upon it, is necessary. ¢ Let that’ abide in
-you,”* says - ‘John, ¢ which ye have heard from the beginning.”?
When we have:clenred our way thron«rh the clouds and d.xrkuess,
which men have attempted to throw.around the pure light of the
-avord ; when :we have listened rather to the voice of God than .to
" that of men ; when we huve ceased to call any man master on
earth, and so have arriv ed at the genuine light of truth as it stands
in the revealed Word ; then we have mwade all the progress, which
i3 In our ‘pow‘er—-then we have done all that is permitted to man to
do towards improving the profession of the Clristian faith. To go
farther, and to refiue on the word itself, would be like any ore by
the light of a candle attempting to improve the light of the San.
When we lave got to the sonrce of all truth, we have got'to the
utmost limit of religious improvement.  Let others, who dive into
the secrets of science, advance our condition hy discoveries und
new inventions ; but let all, who desm. to advance true religion
ainong Men, ‘¢ hold fast the form of sound words,”” which they
haveread in the Holy Scriptures. * "There are, my. brethren, just
two oppo:rtu ways - towards [impravemnent jn  worldly thmrrs, and
: pro«ress in the knowledge of God’s word. . The one goes f forward

10 n'msp at! 'eomezhmn more, aml to make d.uly addmons to the

" ; "
W' speac not of pr'tcncal “oliness. and chnstmn attamment-—we

; 'nre-evoi reachmn- forward to* Lheﬁpnze of the hwh celling of God.in|}

"]'-.(“hust Jesr's but'we spea‘c of the: f'oundatron of the truth, and
declme thiat it is only to ba dlscovered by going to the Fountain we
have 1eft,"and when once. dlscoverell never more to be'abandoned,
"Thus mich we have thought it necéssary to say on the fizity of

Such is:the'l
.amlveranl maxim of the charches, and: yet it may be - doubted'
" avhether one christiun out of a hundred who adopts this trite say-1}

CDNTRASTED SUNNETS‘

Naturr. - f :

I srru\ ed at c\'eumﬂ to nsyl\au sceue ‘ S
Dmmhn-v wuh nmuru’a smile the stern’ old mountnm,
A shady dmule, quist, caal, and- green,
Where the moss’d vock pourcd forth its natural founmm, '
Aud hazles clustered there, with forn-between, :
And feathery meadow—a\\eet shed perfume round,
Aund the pink crocus pierc'd the jewelled ground ;
" Then was [ 'calm and happy: for tho voice
Ofnightingales unseen in tremulous lays
Taught me with innocent gladness {o rejoice,
And taned my spirit to unformal praise :
So, among silvered moths, and closing flowers,
Gambaliing hares, and rooks returning home,
And strong-wing'd chefers setting aut to roam,
In careless peace I passed the soothing hours.

Ar.".
The massy fane of architecture olden,
Or fretted minarets of marble white,
Or Marish arabesque, begeam’d and galden,
Or porcelain Pagoda, tipp’d with light,
Or high-spuan'd nrches,—were o noble sight:
Nor less yon «nllnm ship, that trends the wuves
Inn lnumphnm silence of delight,
Like some huge swau, ‘with Its rmr w lnns unrurl'd
‘Whose curved’ sidos the ]au"hmw whter leaves, . -
‘ Banrlnfv it hunyaut, o'er thc hquid \\ orld:
Nor less yon silken monster of the sky ,
Around whose wicker car the clouds are curl'd,
. Helping undsunted men to scale on high
Nearer thesun than cagles dare to fly ;—
Thy trophies these,---still but a modest part
“Of thy graud conguests, wunder-workihg aArt.

Country,

Most tranquil, innocent, and happy life,
Full of the holy joy chaste nuture yields,
Redeem'd from enre, and sin, und the hot strife
That rings around the smok*d uuwholeaome dome
Where mighuy. Mammon his black sceptre wiclls,—
Here let e vest in humble cottage home, '
-Here let me Iabour in the ennmel’d flelds;
ITow pleasant in these ancient woods to romn
With kind-eyed ﬂ'lcnd, or lundly-wm.lnug book ; .
Or the fresh gallép on the dcw—drapt heath,
Or at fair eventide with remllered hook - -
To strike the swrn lrout i llle shullow bronh,
Or'in the bowcr to twme the jasmm wromh,
+ Orat the earliest blush: orsummer morn’ :
. To uir thebed, or turh the unw—mo\\m } n), e
Or prck the perfum‘d Imw rreup the gomen cm‘n r :,,“ o
. :whouid my peuce(ul Tife ajl smoothly glldu uwny :

’I‘awn. T _‘ .

i T‘nou"h ‘of ]uncs, am] treca, and vnlhes green,
: I‘nour-n of bnary vood, and hot chalk-dow n,
1 hnle the startling quict of the scene, =
And long to hear the gay glad fhum orlo“n
" My gorden be the gnrden of the Craces, -

Divine’ truth, compared with the ever-revolving :pecul'mons of
men.’”?

Trurr.—Adhere rigidly and undeviatingly to trath : but while
yout express what is true, express itin a pleasing manner. - Truth
is the picture, the manner is the frame that displays it to advan-
tage, :

If a man blends his angry passions with his scarch after truth,

become his superior by suppressing yours, and attend only to lhe

justness and force of his reasoning,

Truth, conveyed in austere and acrimonious l'maun"e. seldnm
has a: salutary effect, since we reject the trath, because’ we - are
prejudiced against the mods of communication. The heart must
be won before the intellect can be informed. :

A man may betray the cause of truth by hia unse'\somhle 7eal
as He destroys its salutary effoct by the acrimony of his' mauner.
Whoever would be a successful instructor must first becomea
mild and affectionate friend.

He who gives way to anangry invective, furnishes a strong
presamption that his cause is bad, sinee truth is best supported by
dispassionate argumsat: The love of truth, ‘efusing to associate
itsell with the selfish and dissocial passions, is gentle, dignified,
and persuasive.

The understanding may not be long able to withstand demon-
strative evidence, but the heart which is guarded by prejudice
and passion, is generally proof against argumentative reasoning;
for no person will perceive truth whea he is uawilling to find it.

Many of our speculative opinions, even those which are the
result of laborious research, and the least liable to disputation, re-
semble rarities in the cabinet of the curious, which may be in-
teresting to the possessor, and to a few congenial mmds, but
which are of no use to the world.

Many of our speculative opinions cease to enghge attention, not
because we are agreed abont their truth or (allacy, but because
we are tired of the controversy. They sink into neglect, and ina
fature age their futility or absardity is acknow)edged when they
no longer retain a hold on the prejndices and passions of mankind.
~-Mackenzie’ s Lilerary Varieties.

Anvx-:nsx'rr.——Adversrty brings forth parity of character, as the
pnrest water flows {rom the hurdest rock.

TFlow’rs full ofsiniles, with fhshion for their queen, -
‘ My pleasant fleids be crowds of joyous faces,
The brillinnt rout, the concert, und the ball,—
Tliese bo my joys in endless carnival!
- For 1 do lonthe that sichening solitude,
That childish hunting-up of flies and weeds,
Or worse, the company of rustics rude,
Whose only hiopes are beund in clods and seeds
Out on it! let me live in towit delight,
And for your tedious country-mornings bright
Give me gay London with its hdun and night,

A CHA!’-‘TER o LaniEs IIAm.-—Expresswe as tho ayes zmd
the mouth are, how much is. the e\pressmn of each of them af-
fected o altered by thie manner in whichthe hair is dressed ; 80
that, after all, évery feature in the fuce is a subsidiary Bovereign
to the crinatory influencer of the whole facial aspect.. Now, as
far as young ladies-are concerned, (for there is a satire about dis-
cussing the question as how an old lady should dress her hair,
which we are gallant enough not even to allude to,) we are bold
enough to declare it to be our opinion that the mode of wearing
hair most suited to by far the greater number of faces, is that
which allows a profusion of long and ample ringletsfo fall over
the shoulders, and to atlire them, as it were, entirely behind, with
just a ringlet or two curving down in front of each shoulder, as
Miss Fanny Wyndham, many of our readers will remember,
dressed her hair in the part sheso exquisitely pluyed in Lord
Burghersh’s lately produced opers, Il Torneo. The fashion
commonly denominated 2 la Chinois we hereby enter our espe-
cial protest against, firmly believing, as we do, that the face would
look scarcely leas pleasing, in every respect, were the hend com-
pletely shaved. Those huge curls, only three or four in'number,
on each side of the head, and first worn by our I‘rench neighboars,
we also object to, uuless the fuce is a small one, givingit, as ‘they
do in the reverse case, a look nol sufficiendy gentle and self-
possessed and feminine. Plaited - hair we admxre and regard as
judicicus when the wearer possesses altogether but a_little, but
this is an extremely mfenor mode of dressing it. to the one we
first mentioned, and {kat one, lhare(’ore, we demand and com-
mand shall be the mode practised by all the. beanuf ulbemvs in the

humun bomuy of Eugland.-—C’ourt Jaurnal

_ ever \ve go lha testnnony .o His po“,a
“Jlare there. -
Aithe everh\s\mw hnrmony oi‘lhelr circles

[{Creation, in.all its length and . _breadth, in all ‘its deplh ‘at

sthat mukas us mourn lls ruin.

Ash of the bright -worlds - aron

; nnd they shall
of Him, whoso power- launched - them on therr courses.,-
the mounteins, that lift theic heuds smong und above the: clond
and the bleak summit of one shall seem to oail alond to the sno
clad top of another, in procluiming their. testimony to tha Auéncy
which has luid their deep fonndations.  Ask of ocean's waters
and the roar of their boundless wuves shall chant from shoro
shore a hymn of aseription to thut Reing , who hath said, ¢ ther
to shall ye come and no farther.’ Aqk of the. rivers'; and, 4
they rolf onward to the sen, do they not bear along their ceasele
tributo to the ever-working Energy, which struck cpEn lhel
fountains and poured them down lhrough the. vnlle)s 2 Asle
every region of the earth from. the bummcr equutorto 8
pele, from the roclc-bouud coast’ to the plum covered ‘w

Iu\urmnt vewemuon 3 nnd will you not ﬁnd on lhem ‘u]l i

partment ol‘ nnture, comes thu same véice
hear thy name; O God ; everywhere wo' see_ 'l‘hy oye

height, is the manifestation ol' thy Spirie, and wnhout “Phse

L,

is always holy.
peculiarly in the sunctuary, which is abroad throunh all space and
time ?— Francis. : '

 There is somel.hmrr in benuty, ‘whother it dwe\ls in the haman:
fuce, in the pencxlled leaves o[ﬁowers, the spnrlclmrrsurfuce ut'_'
fonntain, or that uspect which. genius breathes  over jis sta

fedm«a who could see ‘o leaf" jithi

pled\ms ni a hetter hope, nnd Jn: hnrmony wnh a spmt of stil

come.--- Conslantznople.

Pt———

Errecrs oF Musrc.—The ellect of music on the senses was -
oddly and wonderfully verified, during the mourning for the

‘number-of black suits, which were to be finished in o very short
space of time. Among his workmen thero was a follow who was
always singing Rule Britannia,*’ and the rest of the Jaurne:,é
mon joined in the chorus, The tailor made his observnuons, and:
found that the slow time of the tune retarded the worl; . m ‘con
Isequence, he engaged a blind ﬁddler, und, placmn him’ nenr the-
workshop, mude him play consmntly the livoly . tune of Naac
Dawson.>* 'l‘he design had the desired effect ; 1he milors elbow
moved obedlent fo the me!ody, nnd the clolhes were sent honie
wuhm the prescnbed penod ——Scrup-boak. R

LIFE.——-A man may chunrre his life ‘into'a desert, wherem his'.
eye will rest on nothing buz the infinity of earthly tistlenoss. and o
beavenly grandeur. - Buat isnot such an. Arabian desert, whxch-“
contuins nmhmo but the transition from countless grains of sand hy:
day, to countless stars by night, inferior in beauty und fruitfulness
to a landscape, wherein are some shadows thrown by trees tnd K
clouds ? -

Poeray —Tell vs, thou hee, why makest thon thy whx-,"l‘nr'
masks or for candles—for concealment or enlightenment ? } Thu
bee answered, * For neither; only for cells 1o hold my honey
Ask the poet. * Just like me,”’ rejoined the poet; "I seek ne
ther to deceive nor to undeceive; but to give sweetrress s

-—

TeE veiL oF THE Furuns.—Thon standest: before
mighty veil which..shrouds eternity, and askest, Is'
mourning or.that ofIsia ? that of » murderer'ar a henuly _
a radiant visage, like Moses’ s, orof a corpse L ! answer,
wilt ane. day lift it, and such as thy heart has deserved
wilt thou Jift. o - SRR E

Gon’s sLtrann — The ‘Almiwh‘ly' is. r’esiih’ : or aslé

I'ootsteps. Thus dxd ten once drenm that 1he sun’ hud
sleep in ¢t ean, when ha was wakmn’ nnd movm over

world.

tle world were dark and dead. Tha universe is to us as the. bm'n-,"
ing bush which the Hebrew leader saw : God is ever present ‘in-
it, for it burns with His glory, and the ground on which we stand -
How then can we speak of that Presence s .- .

holier birth, points to that home ‘where dccuy nnd death can never o

:Dako of Cumberland, uncle of George III. : a tailor hiad & great -




