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oUn LONDON LETTER.

{From our own Cozves poident.}

phisweek Tam sondieg you an account
of the Psssion _Pla_y at Ober Ammergu.
1t is a thing which I3 just now the prin-
epal topic of co?vom:l:lc;:,‘d:?sd it may

-e interesting to your I .
.ra'i:}:zﬂl ctreets of the village of Ober-
Ammerga were ;1'11 astir early Sunday
morning with moving crowds of country
folk, many of whom must have left their
homes it the night time, and long befere
six o'clyck the theatre was besieged by an
: d eager throng—pockets and
atehels well stutfed \.vi‘th humble proven-
:ler for the day—awaiting the heur which
shonld adlmit them to the unnumbared
ceate. Ahat five o'clock (says the Times
corresponstenty T was attracted by the
ﬁrhlg‘Of caunon ‘:md the straics of the
villaze band, \\'l}tc]l ]:ﬂ(;l thug eurly b}?-
e o dispense its music and rouse the
rest of the strangers :u.l‘d inhabitants {rom
their uuholy sleep. Sallying forth and
preceeding 1o the pavish chureb, I was
in time to witness the ceremeony of High
Mass, which,ns the chief mu‘odnctlpn of
e don, v b e . c_'.'owd
of deepiy reverential, it mot very intel-
ligent-lovking, peasantry, every pew and
passage being erammed. o

Ty cight o'elock the large mu_htonum
of the theitre, estimated to Conl:l.lll about
6,000 persons, was crammmed in every
part, and precisely at that 1101.11' three
cannon shots fired at  shoit intervals
roused the mourtaiu echoes and husl.led
the vast assemblage, all the conntry folk
roverently laking off their hats and strain-
ing to listen. DProsently the orchestra,
numbering about 30 performers, imper-
ceptibly weke forth into a soft and sweet,
solemn overture,  The morning was
genial and mild, and our theatre was
roofed in only by the bright blue sky,
ecked with fleecy cloudlets and per{umed
by the healthful odours that were wafted
down from the sarrounding mountains.
The bells of the browsing cattle might
be heard tinkling in the distance, while
the twiitering swallows flitted about over-
head ard among the wings of the stage
It was a pleasant thing in itself to st in
such a playhouse soclassivally constructed,
yet so thoroughly ventilated. Very soon
the cherus, consisting of 19 members—
ton maidens and nine men—came ou to
the prosceniun from temple-like retreats
on either side, -~1, ferming up in line
facing the audi ice, chanted an appro-
priate prologue.

The Passion Play is divided into twe
parts or acts, the first heginning with
Christ’s trimnphal entry into Jerusalem
and ending with his beiraysl and im-
prisonment, while the sccond introduces
the Redeemer hefore Annas and winds
up with the Resurrection. Each scene is
preceded by one or two tebleaux vivants
arranged from the Old Testament, as sym-
bolising the various events in the career
of the descendant of David. The sacred
dramatist has supplied words where
Scripture does not supply him with
them. The entry into Jerusalem ias
preceded by two splendid tableaux of
the expulsion of Adam and Eve from
Panadisze and the sacrifice of Isaac; and
it must be owned thai nothing more per-
foct of their kind could welt be preduced
than all the historical groupings presented
—and there were nearly 30 altogether of
them—denoting as they did great “train-
g on the part of the mutes and accuracy
in the mise en scene. Some of them, as
for example the selling of Joseph by his
brethren, the Bride’s Lament from the
Song of Solomon, the despair cf Cain,
Moses maising high the brazen serpent,
and the Israclites crossing the Red Sea,
were truly grand. Every man, woman,
and child did their difficylt duty. There
was 0o looking up or aside at the specta-
tors to note the effect, as is too frequently
the casein Paris and London thentres,
but all romained as rigid and stolid as
Slatues,

The main dramatic scenes pourtrayed
Wete the Sanhedrim taking ceunsel to

immense an

1

Seamvent  Christ; the parting in
flsthany; the Last Supper, forming an

most Perfect living copy of Leonardo
3 Vinei’s well-known picture; then the
appearance of Christ before His judges;
the bearing of the Cross, after Paole
Verouese; the descent therefrom, pat-
terned on Rubens; and the Entombment,
after Raphasl. It is needless to say that
the most engrossing scene was the Cru-
cifixion, which ‘was -regarded .as the
proper and natural denouement of the
gublime and ‘awful tragedy; and it maust

- confessed +“that -better Niatrionic ract
and . technical skill could . hardly baye
been expected of the most celebrated
actors. Every acriptural detail was cap-

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN,

3

ried out tothe letter (the mailingto the
eross it i3 true, wax done Liehind the
scanes), and even with the aid of the
stronigest glass one could not have pasi-
tively ventured (o assert that nails had
aot hecn driven through hands and feet
A distinetly  audible  expressien of
almost terrified surprise ran through the
vast assemblage, when the thrust of th?
centurion’s spear produced a crimson
stain over the heart of the crucified one.
Mary Magdalens, who looked her part
very well, and indeed acquitted herself
much better all through than the Virgin,
produced a yood effect on the andience
when, interfering Leiween the brutal
Roman soldier, who had with a hainmer
broken the limbs of the malefuctors and
the suspected object of his further in-
humanity, she cried out, “Spare him!
spare him!” It was a pity, as I over-
heard a spoetater sy, that this scons was
not accompanied and intensified by the
peals of natural thunder which threatened
to interrupt the performanee some hours
carlier, when Christ was standing for
the first timo before Caiaphas. About
that point the sky, changing from its
beautiful morning look, suddenly beeame
overcast, the lightning flashed once or
twice over the heads of the awe-stricken
awdience, and the rain’came pouring
thickly down., Ultimately the play had
to ho suspended for about a quarterof
an hour or so, but though comparativeiy
fow of the spectators were provided with
umbrellas, they stubbornly stuck to their
seats, and underwent a thorough drenclh-
ing rather than relinquish the oppor-
tunity of seciug out to the end a perfor-
mance which seemed fo sugross them
sn very much. One of tho most brilliant,
fsad, wpeetacnlor osneis fho whole
piay was vhe bearing of the cross, in
which the Christ admirably performed
his parg, and in which the grouping ef
the Loman soldiers (one of them monut-
cd aml bearing a2 evimson  eagle-topped
banner, inscribed in  white with the
letters “S..Q.R.,” and embodyingall
the majesty of the Iwmpire), with the
priests and scribes and the mothers and
daughter of Jerusalem, made & very fine
effect.  Deoeply improssive, 100, was the
scetie where the popalace, headed by the
high priests, after Laving vainly tried
befcrs to procure ratification of the
capital sentence from Plilate and Herod,
once more crowll round the haleony of
the Roman governor, and clamour for
the blood of their victim.  Beyond all
praise was the mien of Pilate, whose
character was probably better enacted
than that of any other in the play by
the humble woodearver (Herr Rendl).
Itwas a splendid picture when Christ,
crowned with thorns and rebed in rayal
mockery, stbod confronting the gallant
Roman, for in those two personages the
histaric eye could detect the embodiment
of the two mightiest forces which have
moulded the modern world.  After
Pilate the best acted part was unquestion-
ably that of Judas. Tha scowls, the
visible avarice, the shoulder jerkings,
1 the stealthiness, and the suspicious face
of this character were truly admirable,
and his-hageling for an incrense of the
bribe olfered him could searcely have
been better than even by Shylock. His
raving, resuiling from a guilty consci-
ence (typified previously by a lableau
representing Cain moralising in solitary
agony over the body of his murdered
brother), were probably a little too long
and wearisome, and there was a feeling
of something like relief when the villain
of the piece proceeded in apparent ear-
nestness to hang himself, but up to that
point he never failed deeply to interest
the audience. Once or twice, too,a
breezy ripple of subdued laughter at the
eccentricities of this disciple might almost
be discerned among the spectators, though
it was instantly checked, as was also some
incipient cheering, when the curtain
once fell on an exceptionally fine tableaz,
On the whole, fhowever, the spectators;
of ‘whom the greater part may have con:
sisted of peasantry from the region round
about, bebaved themselves during the
performance of the play with the utmest
quistness. revetonce,and decorum. St.
John was fairly well portrayed, and for
the rest, the 12 looked pretty much as if
they had stepped from the fresco of Leo-
narde de Vinei, nor could anything have
been better than their faces, grouping,
and picturesque attitudes, as they Iay
slumbering in"a rocky part of Mount
Olivet, while their Master wes enduring

..

| here' incidextally remark, which, by some
technical device, was visibly presariiod te
the s)iectators on the brow of the sublimé
siifferer. - But, while . referring to the
discipleb dsloep in the genden, it may be

His bloody agony—an experience, I miy | afoty

:
iwell Lere to observe, that asa rule niost
of the actors played their parts mueh
betler wier requiring repose than mution
ur the exercise of the veoice.
heing seowized or otherwize passively en-
-luring suficring and insult, Joseph Muir
pourtrayed his sacred original with what
must have seemed to the greater part of
the spectators a wonderful degcee of vor-
similitade, and, indeed, 1o vue could
have seen him hangisg on the cross
without being fairly amazed at the aceu-
reey with which the traditivna] lkeness
in all things kad been copied to the very
life ; but, nevertheless, there was a decid-
vd want of sowe eloment in his speech
and demeanonr which a bolder and more
intellectunl actor would essay lo supply.
A word as to the female parts, They
weto enacted with great modesty and
taste, but mot much invention, and an
inferior and subordinate charaeter in all
to<pects, Magdalane, was more successful-
Iy portrayed than the Virgin Mary. Pro-
bably, however, the rigorons alistention
of all the players from anything like
facial appliances was the reason why one
or two of them, who ought now and
again to have been the living pieture of
stueaque griel, failed to destroy iheir
wsual appearance of ruddy rustic happi
ness, dushed with just the very sliwhtest
streak  of porplexity «r pallor.  But
wlere pretensious are hamble they onght
ot {o be tu severely criticised, and it
alfords me great pleasure to say that, on
the whole, tho sacred dramatic perform-
ance which for about sfven good lowrs
engrossed the unflagging attention of
about as wany thousands of wien from
fav and near wasa perfectly marvellous
henomenon of its kind.

The Play was repeated on Monday, the
performance lasting, as before, fiom aight
in the morning until five in the sfler-
noou. There wore many vacant places in
the reserved seats, but the rest of the
house was crowded, although the woather
proved wet and cold.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.

G. G. Carman, Musquagh, N. I.; Charles
Sulis, Fredwricton, dlo.; D, W, DPilkington,
do,; Hon Judge Pisher, do,; F. A. 1, Straton,
da,; Al A, Sterling, dog W. Carman, dog J.
A, MeCallum, de.; Mrs. Jno, Jurvis, do-; Mra,
McElwain, Halifux, N, S.; Dr. Ciane, de.;
Mrs, C. J. Clarke, Syduey, C. B E. Murphy,
do.; H. Davenport, do.; Mra, Challoner, o
Abram Stene, Woodstock, N, B.; Mrs. Jas. 1.
Reid, ila ; Jno. Jamieson, Victorin Csrners,
do.; TFin. . Thistle, do.; Alfred . Dilblee.
Grafton, do.; W, Buoale-, do; Jne. Apple-
Yy, Bentow, do.; Mrs. Thes. Day, ds.; Kev,
E. C. Parkin, Cookshire, Que.; 8. C. E. Mc-
Lauchling P, L. Asylam, do.; Fairville, N. B.;
Mya. Mills, “0.; Rev. D. B, Parather, Carleton,
do.; Robt. . Currie, Truro, N. S.; J. DeW.
Spurr, Fairville, N. B.; Hurd Peters, St.
John, do.; Mrs, I3. Couner, Carletsn, do.
Mra. E. Belyea, Fairville. do.; Miss M. A,
Gilpin, Anuupolis, do.; Rev, O.2J. Booth,
Montreal, Que.; Mrs. C. E, Longley; Pridge-
tewn, N, 8.; Mra, W. lichardson, Fruro, do.;
E.H. Solamen, Lunenburg, de. ; Rev,F.S, Sill,
St. Johp, N.B.; J.B.S. Raymond, Hayes' .0,
Norton, Kings Ca., N, B; Miss Hodges,
Halifrx, N. 8.; Geo. Antworth, Greenficld,
Carleton, N. B.; Mrs. John Green, de.; John
Carpenter, Bloomfield, de; If, Potty, 8t.
Jolin, da.; Mrs. Beard, do.; Wm. Prince, do.;
A, Burohain, ste.; Rev. J. IT. Telbot, Spring-
fteld, do.; Miss Hellier, do.: Samue! Gilhert,
Sunbury C»., N.B.; J. H. Nickersen, Monc-
ton, do,, Nyren Silver, Chicago, U. S. A,;
W. M. Jarvis, St. John, N. B.; Rev.Canen Sco-
vill, England ; J. A. Beckwith, Oromocto, N.
‘B.; J. Clarkson, do.; Misa Matilda Wilsen,
do.; G. Clowes, do.; Jas. 8. White, do.; R, H,
DeVeber, Westfield, do.; Mra, E. J. Ashworth,
do.; Jus. A. Belyea, do.; Wm, Burgiss, Meuth
Nerepis, do; Samuel Camplell, do; Joseph
Macbeth, de; Thomns D. Mercheth, Green-
wich Hill, do. Francis Chene, do; Capt. J.
W. Carter, Carter’s Point, doj William B.
\Vaters, Mouth Nerepis, do; Robert Britain,
do; Jobnson Lingley. do; Henry Nase, Neora-
pis Statien, do; David McKenzie, dn3 Fred-
erick Nase, do; Johs Cunningham, do; J. M.
Nase, Mauth Nerepis, do; Isaac Waters, do;
Mrs. E. Brundage, do; Thomas Balentine, do;
Mrs, W. If. Waters, do; Charles Hayter, Green
Buay, do; David ilam, do; F. Woods, M. P, P,
Welsford, de; Malcolm McKenzie, de; Mrs,
| Heber Arnold, do (2); Rsbert Bayard, do;
Josiah Perkins, do: Themas A. Graham, Pe-
teraville, do; Thomas Hastey, Jerusalem, do;
Richrrd Polley, do; James Howe,do: Robert
Burguss, do; Mrs, Williams, Reund Hill, de;
J. A. Whelpley, do; J, V. Hairland, Lily
Lake, de; W. F. Cronk, 6reenwich Hill, de;
‘A M: Maler, do; James Day, do;David C,
Crouk, Carters Deint, do; Mrs. Amos. Craw-
ford, Lily Lake, do; Jnmes McLeod, Round
Hill, do; Mirs Julin Frost, Nerton Statien, do;
John Flewelling, Oak Point, de; Edgar Brun-
dnge, Upper Greenwich, do; Henry Walton,
de; John N. Adams, do; Mrs. M. Berry, do.

i

REMEDY FOR HARD TIMES,

Bte nding 80 mpchon fine _clothes, rich food
and l?!l?.e anz geod, kealthy food cheaper and better
sthing ; get more realand substantial things of life
every wiy, and especiaily stop the foolish habit -of
ranning after expensive and quack doctors-or uslug
80 much of thbvB: humbug ‘medicing that does yen
only. harm, and makes tho, proprietors . rich, bat ‘paot
,Bmhmi ““fu:"*"“:;" lll;lt.mpla, ure rem

tiars, that curcs always at a
ya?wﬂl’ ses better times and good

once. . Read of it in another column. -

When |

heﬁ?ﬁ:?ﬁ% :
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PURE SPICES
BROWN & WEEB,

(LATE AVERY, BROW- & 60.)
WHOLES ALIRE

DRUGGISTS,

Spice  herchants,
HALIFAX,

Invite tho attention of readers of the
Church Quardiun to the

UNRIVALLED EXGELLENGE

of the Spices grennt and sold by thew,  For
move than Twenty-Five yeurs, our House has
made

PURE SPICES
A spacialty.

Hnving been Pioneer> (v intraducing and ad-
vocating their uso in placo of the MINER-
ABLE TRASH verycommunly sold in these
Pruvinces as Ground Spices. We were tho
FIRNT, and for many yeanra the ONLY
packers of really Genuine Ground Spices in
Ialifax, nml with little or no advertising
Avery, Brown & Co.'s :

UNADULTERATED CROUND SPICES

have come Lo bo recegnized in most parts of
Nova Scotin a8 'TILE BEST,

The rosult has been the gradual ercation of
o demand for better Spices, aml other packera

growiog improvement in papular teste by
furnishing better guods than formerdy.

St while most grinders profess to supply
Pure Spices, they also, seml wut several in.
ferior grades, thus admitting that thoy practice
adulteration.  The recent reports of the
anulysis of Spices and Foutls, by the Inspect-
ors appointed by tho Dominion Government
have thrown fresh light upon the enormous
extent of the adulteration practiced upon
Spices. Referencu to these reports will show
that

BROWN & WEBB'S SPIGES

have invariably stood the {ost, and been
reported

Absolutely Pure Spice.

The only excuse for the adulteralion ef
Spices is that the price is thus reduced; hut
thia really only benefits the dealer at the ex-
pense of the censnmer, In reality as the
value of Spices depends only on its Strength
and Flavor

The Best is Always the Cheapest.

Our eale of Pure Spices has increased to a
very gratifying extent, and a8 we purchase
the whole Spices in large quanptities in the
beat marketa of the world, we are ennbled to
offer our Genuine Spices at little, if any-
thing, higher prices than are demanded for
inferior goods of other brands, Be it under-
stood, however, that we will never sacrifice
the QUALXYTY of our goods to the rage for
CHEAPNESS, but will always mnintain
the atandard of purity which has given our
brand of Ground Spice the preference wherever
it is known.

Our Spices are ground by] Steam Power,
On Our Own Premises, packed in tin-
foil packets ef 2 eunco and quarter pound,
FULL WEIGIT, nnd lubelled with OUR
NAME. They may be had at all the leading
retail grocers thoughout the Maritime Prev-
inces. We requeat the favor of s TRIAL
of them by any who have not nlready used
them. Convicced that their own merits will
secure their continuous use.

@Ground Allspice.
Ground Cinnamon.
Ground Cloves.
Ground Ginger.
@round Pepper.
- Mixed Spices

Brown & Webb,
WHOLESALE DRUE ARD SPIE

and dealors have leen forcod to weet this f

-| given to

ury

e

& Co.

1L&F.
iRON,
STEEL,
TINPLATE

AT D

Generz | Metal
MERCHANTS,

ST, JOHN, I, E.

St. Margaret’s Hall,

HALIFAX, N. S.

DIOCESANW SEMINARY
FOR YOUNG LADIES,
ViSITOon.
TheRight Rov. fun Lovd Bishop of Nova Scoia.
PRINCIPAL,
The Rev. John Padfield.

ThixSehool will Re Open Janunry 1L Classen
will bo formed at ones for the (Tuivewsity W
inntiond.  ‘The title " Associatein Arts,” eounow
he oblained from King's Collpio, Winlver,
Pupils not desiving Lo rm'u\m the higher
Studiesnn preseribed by the Univessity, ean make
a speclalty of Arts nud Belles Lettres,  VUnusual
neilitien aro provided for the noiring of » Lthor.
ough aud correct kuowledyge of the French Lan

unge.

There is a Preparatory Departmeat for young
Pupiils,
BTAFY.
Tue Rev. T, Paprienn, Miss Warkins,
Mapayx Drrasiane, Miss Coclian,
Miak Mams-Pavie Panor, Visitisg Masters,
‘.l'm]"ur Termy, &, apply to the Presidont,

W antedl

A Missionary for Luke Neepigon, for those
poor Papan Tndinns, who, for 32 yeure, have
een erying in vain for o teacher,

“Thero is no man thut finth [0t houne, or
brethren, or sister.” - Marle x, 20, 80,

Apply to t
Mn»r&e. L

o
INE CANAL,
NOTICE to CONTRACTORS
THE cons{ruction of Lock Gales advertired to be
A let on the 3un of JUNE, 8 vnavoldabiy post-

poned unill
Tucsday, the 22nd day of Junc next.

Plans, epecifi-atione, &o., will be romly for exnminn~
tion on and afier

Tucsday, the Sth dny of June,
By order,
. BRAUN,
Sceretary,
*

#1
Clinton H. Meneely Beli Company,
KUCCERSONH TO

MENEELY & KIMBERLY,

BELL FOUNDERS,

TROY, N.Y., U.S.A.
Manufacture a superiorquality of BETLS,
Specinl attention given Lo Ciiuney Beis,
G.Cnti'x.loguu sent free toipnrties necding bells,

Department of Rallways nnd Canal
Ottawa, 13th Mny, 1880,

LIGHT BRANIMA FOWLS,
Eggs for Matching,
FVEE Advertiner offors to mipply EQGS for |, -
,[‘ Ing, {rom Pullets and [Hens mated with (;otg;(l;
from the celoabrated “IoGs” sirain, from Pennsyl.
wania, ympotted by him this wintor.  Thess towls aro
not exceeded In welght, or excelled In beauty 1) any
in the Pravince. Farme,s and others ahenld im.
prova tholr Pouliry stock. by getting Egga from this

opular breed, he Advurtiser recoived t
grrzo at the late Halifax Poullry Show f..r'ﬁ:fsfel::

Coekoral, any variaty, Prico $3,00 r 13, anid
per 26 _Eggs, carefuliy pacied, nndp'nen(. to lny”'oo
of the Domirion. Egus from pura ateck Srowa Leg-
herns, snme pricee Cash must in €VOry Cnagaccom-
pany order, whizh will bo exeouted in torn. ~ Address
NNINGTON,
Btrest,
fax, N, 8.

New Drug Store,Kentville, NS,
WEBSTER ST., Near the Railway Station,

CHAS. F. COCHRAN,
Druggist and Apothecary.
A Complete Assortment of Drugs, ‘Medivines;
and Perfumery, at reasonable prices.  Sole dgené
in Kin, avCountE for Manhattan Feed for alf
kinds of Stock- Ci s on,aé,plhxuon, Lt

.‘ CHAS. . K. COCHRAYN,

PRIVATE TUITION..

_ A'CLERGYMAN WHG I8 EDUGATIH

HIS GWN. 80NB, i-"rﬂre Id'to %ﬁlﬁ%
otherbo;ﬂ,napupﬂl- - The Rectory is pleasantly °
situated In'a very healthy localit oms com-.
forts, and- the elements of n I{heral ediication
imparted at a modera,t:goqt. ) Sped al attantion,
REV. L.-‘.IILL.WH‘K[NS.V i

ctory, . . .
T Britgetows;, N, &

32 Biahe,
3 Hnﬂ




