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WESTERN MISSIONS.

BY ARTHUR CLEVELAND COXE,

i oo
&“Then thou shalt see and flow together, and thine heart shall
to ¢

il
h“".“?x hee, the forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.”—

5.

Lord, when thou didst come from heaven,
Edom sought thee from afar,
With her gold and incense given,
5 By the leading of a star;
Westward then from Eden guiding,
_Was the light of Bethlehem shed ;
Like the pillar'd blaze abiding
O'er the wandering Hebrew’s head.

Westward still the world alluring,

Hath the risen Day -star beamed,
And, the sinking soul assuring,

O’er the world’s wide ocean streamed.
estward still, the midnight breaking,
Westward still its light be poured!
eathen thy possession making,
Utmost Jands thy dwelling, Lord!
Westward where from giant fountains,

pours down irs fl
Westward to Missonri’s m::: ¥

Or to wild Towa’s woods : was
“’hel:e the broad Arkansas goeth,

Winding o’er savannahs wide;
Where, beyond old Huron floweth

Many a strong eternal tide.

it

Westward where the wavy prairie
Dark as slumbering ocean lies,
Let thy starlight, Son of Mary,
O’er the shadowed billows rise !
These be heard, ye herald voices,
Till the Lord his glory shows,
And the lonely place rejoices,
With the bloom of Sharon’s rose.

Where the wilderness is lying
And the trees of ages nod,
Westward, in the desert crying,
Make a highway for our God.
Westward, till the church be kneeling
In the forest aisles so dim,
And the wild-wood arches pealing,
With the people’s holy hymn.

Westward still, Oh Lord in glory

Be thy bauner’d cross unfurled,

Till from vale to mountain hoary,
Fo‘ls the anthem round the world ;
eign, Ob reign, o’er every nation,

ign, Redeemer, Father, King,

nd with songs of thy salvation
Let the wide creation ring

ITARIANISM IN NEW ENGLAND.
(From the Episcopal Observer.)

UN

More and more clearly, in the sight of the watchful
er, the Unitarian party wingled within itself

ee classes, bound together only by the tie of a com-
unbelief; and the continuance of their union was

% Proof that this untelief was no less than the original
Lof the party. The first class was composed of
men who seriously relied on the facts of the gospel,
-'¢ general authority of the Bible, and on the full

¥ of a divine revelation; but so interpreted all as
€S¢ape the doctrines which their reason persuaded
' to reject. The second class denied the ortho-

0 \,
X ‘Octrines, but leaned firmly on nothing; the abler, |

follo:'-g their minds to light from every side, the feebler
g eor:ng; the abler while no book of the Scriptures,
v IC€ption of inspiration, no truth of the Apostle’s
cheg "fs deemed secure amidst the progress of un-
Uny Inquiry. The third class only adhered to
Which Christianity, as it was that Christianity

a
-:h:"&‘_“[ﬂ_y as to the holiest of all the forms in which
daig Vinity within’ had clothed istelf; a milder Ju-
tonigy, a purer L\flahometanism, a more religiou? Pla-
of the The third class now relinquished the miracles
;rh“’h to sustain, and which to abandon, while the
D:t frowned, but frowned gently and fraternally, —
; Wey, who seemed to hover where the first lost itself
i e seconfl, directed the Dudleian lecture, which
tu Preached in 1836, against the opinion of those who
cleg § d a presumption against miracles. 'l‘h.e arti-
of th!t the Christian Examiner now bore the initials
€Ir writers; and Ripley contended, through its
€8, that miracles, which he did not deny, were yet
thng‘ Support on which religion could rely; affirming

€ miracles recorded in the Bible were not |
.81t as inspirations of truth, but as incentives to |

en.
:‘Y onl

8 iuspiration of the Spirit.’
hitarian doctrine shut out its professors from
tion 3 P with other religious bodies in the propaga-
alone the gospel. They were too few to attempt
nat any extended missions; and their view of the
State of mankind was not such as to awaken
ing B eﬂ’m:u and sacrifices for the heathen. Even
it pulpit discourses, the almost entire absence of
lheng’ and the want of confidence in_ the statements
o Criptures, le(:t a barrenness which fine writing,
T vn"uenl::e' or seusibility, could hardly make fruilful.
topic .th e thedlousness of the desk, more aln.mating
ang tl; en though somewhat secular, were delivered ;
o '€ age produced an order of philanthropic move-
ts, in which the ardour for good deeds could be
Ko, ed, w.lthout the assertion of one or another reli-
':: sentiment. Char!ning was the philosopher of
°e, and the prophetic arbiter in the great moral
?‘:‘:telon which agitated the republic. Pierpont threw
If into the forlorn hope of the onset for temper-
Weg s and with a gallant rashoess, inflamed against
Mo half of a congregation, whose craft was sup-
; o be iy danger. May was a leader in that host

His conception of the apostles, too, was that

fello"hi

very, " l"‘"ners, which marched against southern sla- |

Ditarians gave their patronage to the improve-
l!!e loug neglected mariner; Unitarians were
10 lectures and Iyceums; Unitarians planted
Cemeteries; Unitarians pitied the blind, the

ot of
Orem 0s;

d;gfnnt
thy

0t o L i%
byt Wit:y Were pitied by Christians who had creeds,

to ¢ & compassion which, because it was confined |
ang poral sufferings, seemed there the more radiant
Beneroyg,

Ofll;tlefiﬂ the translation of the Prophets, by Noy?s
tion ¢ 2 am, was completed, a work of more ambi-
b A0 ability ; discussing the style of the Old Tes-
% :"'h .th.e irreverence of an unhelieving f:ritic,
Jegu:pla'm“g the predictions that the testlmt:ny
treag; should not be the spirit of prophecy. The
the fyy;” Norton on the Genuineness of the Gospels,
to ap

t a

W0 cha " volume by volume. It threw aside the first
i Plers of Matthew, yet seemed to admit the
ist. S conception, but not in the pre-existence of

B‘Vin i described the first two chapters of Luke as

ag a fabuloys hue ;' spoke of miracles and fictions

the ;: €d in the narrative, of the errors of Mark and
Tepey, takes of Luke ; rejected the accounts of the
of ¢} ¢ and suicide of Judas, of the resurrection
‘d“ltery
rengy,
of u.e =
i
hogg, 0

5 Suspected the mention of the angel that

¢85 of the residue, as the narratives of just,
¥ e; aud credible, but by no means inspired writers.
I:"’llr % also, of Philadelphia, produced a book on the
J us Wpels,_ which he chose afterwards to name,

& ter: “%-hls Biographers. Ripley addressed to
Pollgy, 4 Discourses on the Philosophy of Religion.
m“Pte.d (1)0’ that admirable German, who adorned his
aud by his geniusand his benevolence, wrote

enlarged ; because the abundance of the sea shall be con- |

Canded least; and adhered to Chrlistianity |

Scriptures; many of the second kuew not;

Y posses<ed, in a larger measure, ‘the spon- :

t t . . !
€ Maniac, and the prisoner, not more indeed

. of many years and great learning, began also |

Saintg »¢ Jerusalem, and of the woman taken in |

e0ed Christ in his agony, and the conclusion
Spel of John; and then ably maintained the ;

| Brownson, who, having once n a minister, had
become an unbeliever; had been recallcd by the
writings of Channing, and re-entered the pulpit, with
| scarcely any other doectrine, as declared at a later
period, than those of *the divinity of humanity, and
| the brotherhood of therace;" and had now commenced

| star shot up the horizon of ]etteg;}

passed, always startling mankind, always complaining
that he was misunderstood, always bold, logical, inde
fatigable, down to the surrender of his office, and even
to a fierce assault upon the church and the priesthood,
and then upward, step by step, to a kind of orthodoxy,
and to the bosom of the Church of Rome. He now
issued his New Views of Christianity, Society and the
Church, which were followed, from time to time, by
other new views, till he required a quarterly publica-
tion of his own, to be the chronicle of his progress.
So proudly pantheistic was the transcendentalism
of which-Emerson was the head, and Ripley no timid
| representative, that the younger Ware prepared a

that strange succession of tramsitions in which he |

sermon for the College Chapel, on the Personality of
the Deity; which was printed by the request of the
students in Divinity. It was probably the first occa-
sion since the apostles separated at Jerusalem, on

.4which an argnment on cuch a topio had boen offvved

as a Christian sermon.
| cism, was not daunted ; andin 1839, Norton appeared
as its opponent; appeared with a distinctness and a
vehemence which told how one may be willing to die
in the last ditch who has himself abandoned every
other defence, and there or nowhere must fight
valiantly. The title of his discourse was “ The Latest
Form of Infidelity.”” It drew from Ripley a copious
reply, to which Norton added a rejoinder. The Uni-
tarian cause could not, without seeming injustice, dis-
own the offspring which it had borne and nourished ;
nor could the zeal of Norton convince mankind that
his opinions and those of his adversary were as widely
separated as infidelity and the beliet of a Christian.
The exegetical learning of Cambridge was upheld by
Palfrey, through his works on the Old Testament;
but none, except Norton, rivalled the laborious studies
of Stuart and his associates at Andover. Gannett, in
a sermon entitled * Unitarian Christianity, what it is,
and what it is not,”" claimed to be its faithful represen-
tative ; and accordingly Adams addressed to him a
letter on his Tract on the Atonement. Of the posi-
tive creed of Unitarians, as it was elsewhere given by
Gannett, the only parts which are peculiarly Christian
are these: “ We believe in the divine mission of Jesus
Christ, in his miracles, his perfect character, his autho-
ritative teaching, his voluntary death, and his triom-
phant resurrection.” “ We believe in the authority
and sufficiency of the Scriptures in respect to faith
i and practice.” A “spiritual judgment,” and “the
{ importance of a deep and permanent change in them
! who lead vicious or careless lives,” were also allowed
{ and professed ; and Unitarianism would bind itself to
| nothing more.

i RULE OF CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY.
(From the Church Times.)

Christian men find themselves bound to labour,
! bound to live frugally, are therefore, at least, as likely
as others to prosper in the world, yet bound not to
set their hearts upon that prosperity.  Some men have
adopted the rule of giving all their earnings above a
! certain sum to ecclesiastical and charitable purposes.
| Where a man has a certain income, and that a large
one, this answers the purpose very well, provided care
is taken that the peculium which he reserves to him-
self be not too large. It is then in fact a compliance
with the rule which we recommend. Some have li-
mited the amount to which they will permit themselves
to accumulate. This, in addition to the rule which
| we are advocating, is a very desirable measure. It is
| founded in deep wisdom; for it provides against the
| ruinous consequence to a man's children of his being
: possessed of great wealth. But if it stand alone, it
| partakes too much of the nature of death-bed liberali-
[ ty. It involves no prescnt self-denial, and no present
advantage to the Church. It involves no preseut self-
denial, because a man will be apt to fix on a sum which,
at the time of fixing it, will appear to him wealth.
But our notions of wealth expand as our wealth in-
creases; and it may sometimes happen, that when the
time arrives for carrying the resolution into effect, the
| babit of accumulation, which has been formed, may be
too strong for a resolution unsupported by a habit of
| self-denial, which has not been formed.
: But most men are content to do what they can af-
| ford, and this in a very careless manner. If they are
called on for a contribution to any ecclesiastical pur-
pose, they first decide, whether it is one in which they
are personally interested. = But if'it is, of course others
are interested also; and the next question is, How
| much is my share? I cannot afford to be liberal to

|

(From ¢ Sermon by the Rev. B. E. Nicholls, M. A.)

Observe the subtilty, the deceitfulness of his at-
tack, which appears in the person he addresses,—not
Adam, but Eve, as more likely to be deceived ; and
then in the time he chooses, when she was alone; and
the place, when she was near the forbidden tree. His
mode of address is such as altogether to disguise his
real object. It is under an affectation of concern for
her good he seeks her ruin. As one secking infor-
mation, and thus to throw her off her guard, he asks,
“Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of
the garden? By this his device was to insinuate
(1) that God's commands were needlessly strict, _al
restraint upon her liberty and enjoyment. ~And this |
is one form in which he will seek to entangle us, by |
endesvouring to excite in us a spirit of dissatisfaction |
with God's commands and the dispensations of his :
Providence towards us, and thus to weaken our love
to Him, the loss of which love in the soul constitutes '
the essence of human depravity. (Matt. xxii, 37, 38.
John v. 42. Rom. viii. 7.) His vext step is to pur-
suade her (2) that notwithstanding God's threats, she
wouldno‘t‘ be punished though she sinned ; and thus
are thousands ruined every day by his suggestions, to

The school, with its mysti- | which their corrupt heart lends a ready ear, that God

will not, at least in their case, execute his awful denun-

| ciations against the sins in which they are living, that

my ueighbours, who are as well off as myself; and the !
question is no longer, How mach can I afford? but, |
How much is my share? It is generaily found that |
this arithmetical problem is worked by different men, |
upon different principles; and by every one upon
those principles which will require of himn the smallest |
contribution as his share. Hence it is that our con- |
tributions to joint objects so frequently fall short.

It the contribution be required for a purpose in
which the contributor has no personal interest, from
which he is to have no sensible return, it at once as-
sumes in his imagination the character of alms. It
| takes rank with contributions to relieve the poor, to
mitigate public calamities, to promote science and lit-
erature, to ornament the city or town in which he re-
sides, to compliment public men. He hastily runs
| over in his mind all the sums which he has contributed

for all these purposes, or which he thinks it likely he
may be asked for hereafter, reflects that there is no !

of which he has now no suspicion, and sets down with
the conclusion, that there are a great many calls, and
that he cannot give much to any one. At this point

| the claim made upon him. He feels called upon to

1
| and that forever.”

certainty that he may not be asked to give to many |

Nor does the difficulty end here; |

they shall have peace at the last, (Deut. xxix. 19.)
though walking in the ways of death. (Prov. xiv. 12.)
Again, the devil 1mplies (3) that by sinning, she would
obtain a great advantage ; the fruit being good for
food, pleasant to the eyes, and especially to be desired
to make her wise. Knowledge! wisdom! to be as
gods; these were the objects with which he dazzled
the mind of Eve. He flattered her intellect. What
do we learn from this? That Satan may avail him-
self of our love of knowledge and what we may think
wisdom, to draw away our heart from God; and that
while we may be applauding ourselves for the inde-
pendence of our mind, in having overcome the preju-
dices, as we may term them, of education, and in
thinking for ourselves, we may really be the victims
of his devices, taken captive by him at his will. O
that thus warned, that our wisdom and our knowledge,
it may pervert us, (Isa. xlvii. 10.); the Spirit of truth
may ever impress us with the conviction, that the fear
of the Lord, and that alone, is wisdom, and to depart
from evil is understanding! (Job xxviii. 28.)

A CIRCUMSTANCE IN THE LIFE OF
CALVIN.
(From a Lecture by a Medical Man.)

It appears that, in about twenty years he ruled Ge-
neva, Calvin preached nearly two thousand sermons.
Of these, some twenty have been printed, while, of the
remainder, the texts only have been preserved. And,
of a truth, with two, and only two barely possible ex-
ceptions, these texts are remarkable. They are as
follow : —

Orp TESTAMENT.

T e SN e |
Deuterouomy ps AN e s A Sk an et ane . RIIL
e P A N e R 1
17 Y S e W e Y
L A e s L e S |
LRMGBIALIONE" ..o, .0 ovhivvsshuseyripas= 90
Ezekiel........ PR B
p 20T SR S e e Poiidaa. 47
T e e R T YT TR
R e, e M e e S -
ARAE s s sisinduion sivmwia s smim g anns g
Obipdish . sz sussioniisonn Vabd irme 5
J()r\lh sesssescassessnssseesnssessevsenee 6
o R e e 28
Zephaniall... covsesirsseeisniniserianiee 17
1337
New TEesTAMENT.

ACHE i« swnioni i s v dsvsivasswas s 188
St. Paul's, 1st Corinthians........e.e. 110
Do, 2nd Boriseis s cavbie 160
DaiGalatians i isboises isvavionivns’ 43
Do. Thessalonians ....... sttt
Do. 15t Timothy c.eeenvesseeieaese 85
DpbInd - dods. Selisuiiveosaninmias 81
Db, LBS: 55650 camasindnodrdsisle ot 18
588

1337

1925

Nineteen hundred and twenty-five sermons, and not
one of them from either of the Gospels!!

Now, what may be the effect produce'd upon the
minds of others, by this strange enumeration, is more
that I can say; but, when first brought to my kn'ow-
ledge, the emotion it excited was one of \.mmlxed
amazement. It had not entered my imagination, that
any man, viewing with reverence the Gospels, could
preach, upon an average, very nearly two sermons eve-
ry Sunday, for twenty years, without having even his
fancy sufficiently roused, or his heart sufficiently
warmed towards his fellow creatures, by the ?xalted
morality everywhere diffused, and by the gustnng af-
fection, bursting from almost every page written .hy
the four Evangelists, without being coerced, during
the whole of that protracted period, to bestow, at
least, one single solitary discourse upon Matthew,
Mark, Luke or John.

EXTREMES IN RELIGION.
( By the Rev. W.J. E. Bennett, M. A.)

“In the reign of Charles II, a degree of licentious-
ness was deemed the characteristic of a liberal educa-
tion. It was connected according to the notion of
those times, with generosity, sincerity, magnanimity,

| |loyalty ; and proved that the person who acted in this
| a direct conflict arises between the love of money and |

manner was a gentleman, and not a puritan. Severity

| of manners and regularity of conduct, on the other

abstract immediately from his hopes of accumulation | hand, were altogether unfashionable, and were connec-

’ a certain sum, and, agreeably to a story we once heard |

| ted, in the imagination ‘of that age, with cant, cunning,
| of a miser, “ not only the principal, but the interest, |

' he is called upon to set a precedent for ]iberalityi
against himself, which will extend to every variety of | ners on the one side is sometimes a cloak for hypocrisy,

claim of a public nature which may possibly be made
upon him. Upon this view of the subject, he is apt

heing a prosperous man, he omits to look into the
other side of the account, as such men are very apt
to do; or if being unprosperous, he does look into it,
as such men are bound to do.

But if a man has set aside a portion of his income
as devoted to God in the service of His Church, and
carefully preserves it separated from his own means,
there is no longer a struggle between his individual
love of money and the claims of the Church. The
act of self-denial has been already performed. He
has decided what portion of his means shall be appro-
| priated to ecclesiastical purposes, and has arranged
| his affairs, to provide for his expenditures out of, and

rest his hopes of accumulation upon, the residue.—
The only ‘questions which can arise, are upon the
| comparative merits of the claim presented to him, and
of other Church claims not then made. Such prob-
lems may be settled either way without real detriment
to thre Church, or to the soul of the individual. |

|

hypocrisy, and low manners.” —Adam Smith's Theory |

of Moral Sentiments.

Such is the way of men. Because severity of man-

therefore to be free from this danger, a man must be

| really licentious,
to decide, that he can afford very little, especially if |

Because, on the other side gentleness of feel-
ing, and courtesy of manners, is frequently accompa-
nied by a looseness and depravity of morals, therefore
it i§ hecessary to be morose, austere, to forsake the
society of men.

Why cannot the evils of both these extremes be set
aside, and the good of each be worked down into that
happy and moderate temperature which will enable us
to breathe freely every day ?

Why cannot the world, and its generally frivolous
socie.ty,'be made such that the serious Christian may
join In it without danger, and without offence? And
why, on the other hand, should not the religion of Je-
sus be made that social, affectionate, temperate religion
which every word of the Gospel desires that it should
be?

Why should one christian be exclaiming “Stand off,
for Iam holier than thou ?"
tiad, When he does abstain covscientiously from the

And yet another Chris- |

he have so much reason to remember the words of Je-
sus, “Because ye are not of the world, but I have

chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth
ym ?"

BISHOP WILSON, OF SODOR AND MAN.
( From Stowell’s Life of Wilson.)

A more interesting spectacle could scarcely have
been exhibited to the eye of the philanthropist, than
the Bishop's demesne presented. There he might

h!}Ve seen manufactories of different kinds, carried on |
with greater energy and activity, than any prospect

of secular advantage could have produced. Benevo-
lence gave motion to the wheels, and charity guided
every operation. Days of patriarchal simplicity
seemed to have returned. The materials required in
mannfacturing garments for the poor, were procured
in exchange for the produce of the demesne. Arti-
sans of different kinds were busily employed in manu-
facturing these materials. The poor's wardrobe was
kept always supplied with garments of every size,
suited to every sex and age. The poor who could
weave or .pig}repaired to Bishop’s Court with their
webs, ‘their yarn and worsted, as to a general mart,
where they bartered sheir different articles for corn.
Every species of distress found relief at Bishop's
Court.  Whether the hungry or naked applied, their
claims were sure to be duly considered, and liberally
answered. "he attention of this real friend to the
poor, extended to the minutest circumstances of their
condition. He was in the habit of purchasing an
assortment of spectacles,and distributing them amongst
the aged poor, whose eye-sight began to fail, that
such of them as could read, might read their Bible
by means of this seasonable aid; and that such of
them as could not, might, as their kind benefactor
expressed it, use these glasses “to help them to
thread ¢ needle to mend their clothes.”  Imagination
can scarcely picture a more pleasing and interesting
scene, ttan that which presents the pious and venerable
Bishop Wilson distributing spectacles amongst a crowd
of the aged poor for such purposes as these.

ABRATAM.
(By the Rev. Thomas Scott.)

Abralam was not renowned, either as a conquerer,
or an iventor of useful and ingenious arts; he was
not a mwnarch, a genius, a philosopher, or so much as
an auttor; but a plain man, dwelling in tents, and
feeding cattle all his days: yet perhaps no mere man
has been so widely and permanently honoured. The
Jews, axd many tribes of the Saaacens and Arabians,
justly own and reserve him as their progenitor: many-
pations in the East exceedingly honour his memory
at this day, and glory in their real or pretended relation
to him. Throughout the visible Church he has always
been lighly venerated; and at this day, Jews, Ma-
hommedans, and many Gentiles, vie with each other,

ancient patriarch.

THE MAN IN THE MASK.
(From “Thoughts for the Thoughtful,’ by Old Humphrey.)

If you have never heard of the Man in the Mask,

We may indeed, imagine Him to be as the air and the
sea, and *“ we all enclosed in his circle, wrapped up in
the lap of his infinite nature.””  Let us, therefore pray
by the bank-side, and in the fragrant grass, standing
and walking, and sitting down ; for the voice of thanks-
giving ought to be as a lyre, whose music is never si-

| lent ; but let us remember in the words of that glori-
ous divine from whom we have quoted, that though

| “ God will go out of his way to meet his saints,"—

~yet that God's *‘ usuel way is to be present in those
places where his servants are appointed ordinarily to
meet."

THZ PRAYER-BOOK.

( Erom the Church of England Quarterly Review.)
With the Bible alone, and with no interpreter but
| man’s frail intellect and frailer heart, the descendants
of Dr. Doddridge, and the inheritors of Lady Hew-
ley's endowment for teaching orthodox doctrines, have
in multitudes degenerated into heretics ; with the bi-
ble and the prayer-book admitted to expound it, this
society cANNOT.  We know how this our deeply sub-
missive homage to the prayer-book will offend many ;
but we have proved its necessity, as they have not.—
It has been our lot to trace, step by step. the prosses
of a noble intlicet, coupled with a heart which panted
above all things for truth, sacrificing to it all that life
held dear, until our heart failed within us. We have
seen this noble intellect deal with the Scripture as an
independent document, to be interpreted solely by its
own word, until this noble intellect fell from high faith
into almost total disbelief. We have seen, in the wri-
tings which this intellect poured forth, arguments
which ordinary minds could not reply to for a moment
in the way of refutation by reasoning; and the issue
has been, a stedfast conviction that it is the most so-
lemn duty of every English churchman, who is called
to teach others, to make this clear to them—that the
prayer-book is to be received as the only commentary
of the Church upon those awful dogmas of divine re-
velation, of which words unexplained by visible actions,
must be such insecure vehicles. And why should the
Church be abused for this by the Dissenter, who ex-
pects that kés oral teachings shall be as binding on his
followers, as the Church expects its writlen teachings
should be learnt and obeyed by its followers? The
real difference is only one of mode; and, whilst the
theoretical philosopher, who, with a deep knowledge
' of the limits and imperfection of the human intellect,
| the human heart, and human language, should be called
upon to judge between them, would not, for a moment,
- hesitate which to accept and which to abjure, we can,
| without this test, appeal to facts; we can say that the
| independent and oral interpretation of Scripture has
- crowded Christendom with sectarians of all grades of
' orthdoxy, with heretics, polytheists, and atheists.—
| We say, then, it is the duty and the privilege of every
! churchman to give the prayer-book, if he can, to whom-
| soever he gives the bible, and to explain why he gives
| it—that, under God's blessing, it may save his reason

and with Christians, who should most honour this | from putting upon the Scripture such interpretation

as the unchecked reason of thousands have put upon
it.

THE INCOMPETENT MINISTER.
(By Bishop Pilkington.)

A tailor that is not cunning to make a gown may

you will think the following narrative somewhat
extraordinary. About two hundred years since, the
astonishment of the world was excited by the remark- |
able eircumstance of a man in a mask being sent pri- |
vately to the castle in the isle of St. Margaret in the
Mediterranean. This personage wore a mask so con-

trived that it gave him liberty to eat without taking
it off.

shoulq attempt to discover himself. After remaining
at St. Margaret for nearly thirty years, he was removed
to the Bastile, at Paris, where he occupied the best
apartments; and was treated with such respect, that
the governor himself placed the dishes on his table,
and stooq ip his presence. Ile was refused nothing
that he agked for; but the mask was never removed.
No one, not even the physician of the Bastile had ever
seen his face. This unknown person died in the year
1704, and was buried at night, in the parish of St.
Paul.  Monsieur de Chamillard is said to have been
the last minister intrusted with this extraordinary
secret,  When on his death-bed, he was urged to
disclose the mystery of the Man in the Mask; he
replied that he could not; that it was a secret of
state, and that he had sworn never to reveal it.

Now, extraordinary as the circumstance of a man
wearing 5 mask for more than forty years undoubt-
ef“y is, yet, when we consider the policy, the reserva-
tion, the deceitfulness, the guile, and the double-
dealing of the human heart, we must admit, that to
find a map that did not wear a mask would be still
more extraordinary. Could we but see the weakness
of the strong, the ignorance of the learned, the cow-
ardice of the brave, and the folly of the wise; could
we only discern the passions and motives that influence
the worst, ay and the best of men, from hour to hour,
from day to day, and from year to year, we should be
compelled to regard every man as wearing a mask, and
?oncealing thereby the real features of his mind. It
1S a truth, that we hide more than we reveal ; but God
seeth through all our disguises; “for his eyes are
upon the ways of man, and he seeth all his goings,”
Job. xxxiv. 21. “ The Lord seeth not as man seeth ;
for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the
Lord looketh on the heart,” 1 Sam. xvi. 7.

PUBLIC WORSHIP.
(Erom the British Critic of July 1842.)

If we carry a garland of flowers, gathered only an
| hour before, and still wet with the dew of the morn-
| ing, along the crowded street of a city, we shall soon
discover that the silver dew has been dried up, and the
bloom rubbed from the leaf,

test the superiority with temporal aggrandisement and
present glory, whose treasures are distinctly visible,
and whose rewards are immediate and maguoificient.—
Even the !Ollg watching and steadfast eye of the Chris-
tian pilgrim will sometimes involuntarily turn away
from the contemplation of the crystal towers of the
new Jerusalem, beheld gleaming with a faint and un-
certain lustre over the distant horizon, and the rest
in momentary admiration upon the golden cities which
the tempter has spread around.
plead a“_)'”'illg in excuse of our non-attendance upon
the duties of the Sabbath. Let the evening of the
Saturday find us laying down like tired wanderers at
the gate of the Holy Temple. For our own part, we
may affitt with all humility, that we never entered a
place of worship without feeling a quiet and delight-
ful serenlty diffused over our senses, like a traveller
who suddenly turns away from the burning and dusty

est.

renewed and strengthened.

) | changeable into several shapes, filling heaven and earth
society of the profane and the ungodly—why should ‘

It was not known who he was even by his |
keepers; and orders were given to kill him if he |

v Religion, whose rewards |
are so dimly descried by the mortal eye, has to con- |

Never, then, let us |

road, im‘o the cool and refreshing shadows of the for- |
The animosities of our heart, and the evil
prompti“g of our passions, (and who shall say that |
from these temptations he is exempted ?) rapidly die |
away, and we walk out in the buisness and tumult of |
life with our heart iuvigorated, and our love of piety |
God is of a truth, as |
Jeremy Taylor has nobly said, included in no place,

rot bound with cords, not divided into parts, not | this filling them with prejudices and prepossessions, bis
assertion does not in the least disprove the necessity of
| doing so: it only proves that right prejudices are much

with his present power and his never absent nature.— | What are these in truth but princi-

mend hose; a vobbler that can not make shoes may

{ mend them; a carpenter which is not cunning to make

a house, yet may he square trees or fell them; butan
unable priest to teach is good for nothing in that kind
| of life or ministry. “ Ye are the salt of the earth,”’
saith our Saviour Christ, * but if the salt have lost his
saltness, wherewith shall it be salted 2"’ It is not good
enough to be cast on the dunghill, (for so it would do
good in dunging the field); but it is meet for nothing
but to be cast in ways to be trodden under our feet.

Ecclesiastical Jutelligence.

ENGLAND.

EDUCATION QUESTION.

The debate in Parliament on the Education Question
has given occasion to some choice effusion of sentiment,
and notable expression of theological opinion, which go
far to prove that the schoolmaster is about as much
needed at St. Stephens’, as in other less dignified locali-
ties. Take the following specimen, culled from the
speech of Lord Morpeth:—

“ Considering the great variety of disputes and diseus-
sions, that had subsisted since the foundation of Christi-
anity,—whether of Arians and Athanasians, of Augusti-
nians and Pelagians, Catholics and Protestants, Jesuits
and Jansenists, Calvanists and Lutherans, High Chygreh
and Low Charch, Evangelicals and Puseyites—he could
not refrain from occasionally wishing to see the experi-
ment of a boy or girl of fair intellect well instructed and
informed, growing up to maturity without any preposses-
sion on such subjects being instilled into their minds, or
any bias communicated from without, and then seeing to
what decision they would come (Hear). But there were
unhappily t00 many potent counter influences for evil
acting upon the human heart to make this experiment a
safe one.  Few parents would like to make it on one of
their offspring, and no community would prescribe it for
their citizens” (hear).

We should think not. A more absurd experiment we
never heard of except perhaps the following, recorded, if
| we remember right, by old Herodotus:—A certain King
| of Persia desired to know what was the oviginal and
| most ancient language in the world—in order to ascertain
| which he hit upon the following expedient. He took a
| boy and girl soon after their birth, and placed them in
| the charge of 2 dumb nurse, under whose care they were
| to be nourished, without any communication with any
| person whatever,  Then it was supposed that the lan-

guage they spoke of their own accord must be the true
{ and original language. Butit appears that though exclu-
l ded from hearing the voice of men, they were not debar-
red from communication with what are commonly, though
not perhaps quite correetly, called “ dumb” animals; and
s0 it came to pass that one day the children were heard
very loudly vociferating the word * baa baa,”—imitated,
no doubt, from the voice of the sheep. However, the
King made diligent inquiry what language the word
| “baa” belonged to, and. then found ont a nation in whose
language “ baa” meant “ bread.” So that nation was de-
termined to have the honour of possessing the most an-
cient language,

We hope we have given the story correctly, though it
\ is a good while since we read the pages of the old histo-
| rian. It seems to us very aptly to illustrate Lord Mor-
| peth’s sagacious experiment : and we very much suspect
] that this boy and girl, carefully shut out from hearing
| the religious sentiments of their fellow-men, and suffered

to grow up without prepossession in favour of any par-
. ticular sort of religion, would, like the King of Persia’s
| children, take their tone from the brute beasts, and be-
| come their congenial associates,
! Lord Morpeth and others of his school, who talk about
| boys and girls forming an independent judgment respect-
| ing the Avians and Athanasians, Evangelicals and Pu
‘ seyites, and so forth, seem to us not to know what they
1
!

| are talking about. If they did they would be well aware

that such a thing is simply impossible.

| Lord and Saviour.

|

of Athanasius,

tian Church—to “train up children in the way they

portant, live by them. If Lord Morpeth chooses to cal

| to be commended.

) p His Lordship,
who is we Lelieve a serious person, will surely admit
| that a child cught to be tanght to say his prayers, and
| that a Christian child should be taught to pray to his
And what is this but a practical de-
| cision of the question between Arius and Athanasins?—
If the Arian theory is triie that our Lord Jesus Christ is
not God, it is of course blasphemy to pray to Him. The
teaching a child to do so determines his opinion in favor

In truth it is an essential part of Christianity—and per-
haps the most important branch of the office of the Chris-

should go, so that when they are old, they may not de-
part from it,” and to teach them the great truths of the
Seripture from their youth up, so that from the first lisp-
| ings of infancy they may confess, and, what is more im-

ples? We orly wondet that a man of good education,
and possessing the respectable abilities with which Lord
Morpeth is endowed, cotld for a moment doubt that the
bringing up of boys and girls without any particular reli~
gion, until they are able to determine the gunestion in dis-
pute between Ariansand Athanasians, Jeswits and Janse=
nists; Aungustinians and Pelagians, woudld be nothing
more or less than to make them unprinecipled, and con-
sign them almost without hope or remedy to the ranks of
infidelity.— English Churchman.,

Mg. Brioat’s Sperer oN e Epvearion QUESTION,
—Mr. Bright, in his speech on the government plan of
education on Tuesday evening, is reported to have said
(alluding to the Established Charch):—* His forefathers
had languished in prison under the direction of that
Chureh which the house was now asked to aggrandise.—
Within the last two years, the place of worship he attend~
ed had heen stripped of its furniture to pay the salaries
of the ministers of the Church.” As Mr. Bright's usuat
plaee of residence 1s at Rochdale, this assertion would he
generally understood to have reference to something
which had occurred in that town. We have therefore
been requested to state, that, so far as regards the clergy
of Rochdale, or any of them, there is not the slightest
foundation for the statement; and that none of those gen~
tlemen have salaries or stipends derived from any source
which would have given rise to any such proceeding a#
the stripping of the place of worship attended by the 3
gentleman, or any other place of worship.—Manchester
Guardian. '

EpvcatioNn witeovr Revieron.— The eonception of
education apart from religious instryction cannot ha wa-
alized in precticn. Xt is quite drae ihu. hout giving
religions instruction, you may teach a child reading,
writing, arithmetie; and many things more; but, carry
this system of lessons to what extent you will, it is not
education. The progress of education surely involves
the formation of a child’s habits of thought, manuers and
morals; from which certainly it would not seem possible
wholly to exclude religious elements of some kind. If
lessons be one part of education, moral eulture is ano«~
ther, and one quite as indispensable; and this necessarily
implies the communication of religious ideas,and the em~
ployment of religious motives. Conceive the total omis«
sion of these in the process, and to what result could it
possibly be conducted? The universa} convietion of the
indispensable admixture of the religious elemient in edu«
cation, is expressed in the uniform desire that school«
masters should be good and religions men, If this desire
arises in part from the feeling that such nren will execute
their office more faithfully, it arises in part also from the
feeling that they will exceute it in a better masmer. Is
it possible that a master bimself religious can educate @
child withont a perpetual inculeation of religious senti~
ment and application of religiows motive? By what use
of constraint or violence upon himself could he act at
such habitual variance with his own character? We
must have religious education, therefore, tmless we make
it a sine qud mon to have teachers without religion. But
teachers without religion are teachers positively irreli«
gious (for there is no neatrality in this matter), and edu-
cation in their hands must be irreligious too. 'Lliere ig
no such thing possible, therefore, as a merely non-reli«
gious education; education must be either religions or
anti-religions. Even those who ery out most loudly
against teaching children religion are within the scope of
my argument. They are for repudiating the Bible, and
setting aside Christianity; but it is because they will
have a higher morality than Christianity teaches, and
draw from philosophy sublimer doctrines than the Bible
contains. 1 demand, then, to be informed why these sub=
limer doctrines and purer morals are not to be called re<
ligion? Whether the attributes of God be learned from
David or from Plato, the respeetive sentiments are equal-
ly, I presume, “theological dogiias,” and being brought
to bear upon the minds of children, tend egually to im=
press upon education a religious character. I repeat my
assertion, then, that the eemception of education apart
from religious instruction cannot be realized in praetice.

0 consent to an anti<religious edueation would of course
be impossible; and there ean be no other, unless it be @
religious one.—J. H. Hinton, a Dissenting Teacher.

Excuism CHURch 15 Borneo.—The project of estab<
lishing a cherch, mission house, and sehool at Sarawak,
in Borneo, under Mr. [irooke’s protection, has received
the sanetion of his Grace the Archbishep of Canterbury,
the Lord Bishop of London and other right rev. bishops.
The Rev. F. T. M‘Dougal, M. A., of Magdalen Hall, in=
tends proceeding to Borneo as ehaplain, and is desirous
of taking out with him additional assistance in the prose-
cution of his missionary Jabours. "The Rev. W. Jacobson,
M. A., Vice Privcipat of Magdalen Hall, Oxford, receives
subseriptions in aid of Mr. M‘Dougall’s intentions.

An “anonymous friend” has sent a donation of £350
towards the Seaman’s Church in London.

Tommunications.

(For The Church.)
LETTER 1L

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES AND “THE CHURCH.”

The second proof of the truth of the doct¥ine maintained
in the extracts placed at the head of my former letter,
namely; that “the phurch is the divinely appointed inter=
preter of Holy Writ; and only judge in matters of faith,”
is, as [ there stated, to be found in the Aunalogy of Faith.

IL. The more carefully God’s dealings with man are
examined, the more clearly, I imagine, will it be seen that
all those of an important nature are &riune in their cha-
racter. Had I not resolved to be brief, it wouald be easy
to show this. Now, the doctrine I am endeavouring to
maintain, is in exact accordance with this fact, '%he
Bible, with God for its author, is the fountain of h
knowledge ;—the Church, having the Son for its head, i3
the expounder and enforcer of this saving knowledge,
that is, to her, as Christ himself so clearly declared, is
given the key to unlock this treasury of divine wisdom,
and she also is the channel through which is conveyed
the grace enjoined by the Bible and given by the Hol
Spirit;—while the ever-blessed Spirit, which proceedet!
from the Father and the Son, it is which speaking through
the Scriptures of the Father, and operating throughutge
Church of the Son, causes the truth to have its sanctify=
ing influences upon the hearts, and its saving effects int
the final trinmphs of His persevering eleet. Thus, do
the “ Three who bear record in heaven,” bear witness
upon earth also,—the Father in the written Word, the
Eternal Word in his Chureh, and the Spirit through both.
Thus does the analogy of faith seem most sweétly in fa-
vour of this important principle of the Church Catholic,
that the Seriptares and fhe Chureh are nnzted with the
Spirit in securing the blessings of redemption to God's
elect.

I1L. The next proof which T was to give of the trath
of the doctrine in question, isy that it is decidedly and
strongly supported by the voice of the Primitive Church,
For the sake of brevity, Ishall omit the quotations them=
selves from the early authorities to which 1 refer. If
any candid and earnest-minded person should doubt the
accuracy of my statements, I can then give them at
length, ~ Suffice it, therefore, for the present to state, that
Sts. Irenmus, Tertullian; Origen, Saints Cyprian, Basil,
Epiphaniag; Chtrysostom, Augustine;, atd last, but not
least, the Council of Nice, all teach as an important doe~
trine of the Gospel, that the Church is the divinely ap-
pointed interpreter of Holy Writ; or, in the words of St.
Irenseus, (who flourished near the Apostolic age,) thas
it is necessary to ‘hear the Preshyters which are in the
Church; who bave succession from the Apostles as we
have shown; who, with the succession of the episcopate,
have received the certain gift of trath, according to the
Father's will ;"—or that, in the lTangoage of Origen,
(written little thore than one hundted years after the
death of St. John,) “If the law of God be received ac~
cording to the meaning which the Church teaches, then
truly it transcends all human laws, and will be believed
10 be trely the law of God.” Indeed, that the carly
Church taught thus, I find that even the most ultra dis-
senters admit, though they endeavour, with pamful per-
verseness, to put aside the strong argunment thereby
afforded of its truth.

In addncing these evidences, however, let it he remem-
bered that we do so, not on aceount of the intriusic ex«
cellence of the individuals of the solemn importance of
the council, great as these pndoubtedly weve, but beeause
of the fact that if they were merely honest men, and this
your readers, at least, will reverently acknowledge them
to be, they must be most competent and satisfiuctory wit-
nesses as to what was then the teaching, and consequently
the doctrine; on this subject, of the Church universal.

The fact then being admitted, that the doctrine under
consideration was held by the Primitive Charch, it ap-
pears to me necessarily to follow that it must be true !
Otherwise, we must believe that the whole Church, when
in its purest state, went astray, even while yet illumined
by the lingering rays of Apostolic light, and completely
misunderstood the teaching of the Spirit, and the mean-
ing of the Holy Scriptures! But, surely this is too mon-
strous a supposition to be for one moment entertained ;
as were it 80, the promise of Christ to be with his Church
and guide it into al trath, must have failed ? In faet,
1| were such a supposition correct, the very foundations of
Christianity would be shaken; for, if the whole Chureh,
in the first days of its unity, was liable to be mistaken in
a question so vital as that of to whom we are to look for
the authoritative interpretation of the written Word, how
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