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land. The Acadians had become Bri-
tish subjects in name, but all the secret
efforts of France were devoted to pre-
venting them from becoming so in sen-
timent. What is now New Brunswick
was still French territory, as were also
Prince Edward Island and Cape Breton.
It vas the hope of the French King,
Louis XV., that if the Acadians could be
kept thoroughly French at heart, Acadie
mlght vet be won back to shine on the
front of New France.

As the two nations were now at peace,
any tampering with the allegiance of the

" The lad darted away down the slope"-(PAge 2 

Acadians could only be carried on in Missa
secret. In the hands of the French there to th
remained just two forces to be employed, of th
-persuasion and intimidation ; and their Acadi
religion was the medium through which pend
these forces were applied. The Acadians the E
had their own priests. Such of these as confo
would lend themselves to the schemes of love
the government, were left in their re- to the
spective parishes ; others, more conscien- were
tious, were transferred to posts where comp
their scruples would be less inconvenient. into
If any Acadian began to show signs of and

g to live his own'life quietly, care
to whether a Louis or a George

d over him, he was promptly
at to terms by the threat that the
cs, who remained actively French,
be turned loose upon him. Under
threat, the unhappy Acadian made
te to forget his partiality for the
British rule.
right hand of French influence in
at this time was the famous Abbé

itre, missionary to the Micmac In-
at Cobequid. To this man's charge
,ell be laid the larger part of the

misfortunes which befell the
Acadian people. He was violent
in his hatred of the English, un-
scrupulous in his methods, and
utterly pitiless in the carrying

out of his project.
His energy and his
vindictiveness were
alike untiring ; and
his ascendancy over
his savage flock, who
lad been Christian-
ized in name only,
gave a terrible
weapon into his
bands. Liberal were
the rewards t h i s
fierce priest drew
from the coffers of

Quebec and of Versailles.
In order to keep the sym-

bol of French power and
authority ever before Aca-
dian eyes, and to hinder the
spread of English influence,
a force had been sent from
Quebec, under the officers
La Corne and Boishébert, to
hold the hill of Beauséjour,
which was practically the
gate of Acadie. From Beau-
séjour the flourishing settle-
ment of Beaubassin, on
the English side of the

guash, was overawed and kept
e French allegiance. The design
e French was to induce all those
ans whom they could absolutely de-
upon Io remain in their homes within
nglish lines, as a means whereby to
und the English counsels. Those,
ver, who were suspected of leaning

British, either from sloth or policy,
to be bullied, coaxed, frightened, or
elled by Le Loutre and his braves
forsaking their comfortable homes
moving into new settilenitns on


