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~ NTREAI. Antiquarians have latcly discussed
the following historical point: WVhat is the first

E r militia force to bc féund in the records of
Canada?

1 ina> v'enture to answcr that as carly as 1642 there werc
no less than -4cventy soldicrs at Thre Rivers, wdîose duty
was not only to defend that place against the Iroquois, but
to patrol on Lake St. Pleter also. Thc saule year only
fiftcn soldicrs wec quartered at Qucec-a mucli lcss
exposed station th.tn Thircc River.

In tl)c ycar 1644 somec troops wcerc sent to Canada by
Anne dlVAutriche, Régente de France. Tveity-two of these
soldier acconlpanicd the I lurons, the missionaries and a
fcw% Frcnchîtaien who wvent to the Gcorgian Bay that sumuner.

MI. Fe adsays that the garrison of Montreal1 nunîbecd
thirty n'i'n in 1647 ; but llc cvidentlY mcanls thc thirtY t'le"
placed under the orders of jean Bourdon for reconnaissance

iumposes o11 Lake St. Peter.
Up to now 1 have onl1> founid mention of "odcs

- -apparcntly regular troops.

About 1647, AI. de Montmagny had undcr considcration
a projcct for organizing an active militia force conxposed or
nmen whc> kcpt a constant lookout at tic places whcre thle
Iroquois were iii the habit of niaking attacks to plunider
and murder thc settier. The resourccs at bis disposai did
uîot pecrmit thc Governor to bring this plan into operation.

1 find that in 1648 soidiers arc mcentioncd as bcing
't.rrisosncd at Threc River.,. It is -statcd that iii thc sainc
ycar no Icss than live litndrcd soIdiers wecrc scattced froul


