
88

settiements, wlich stout arns and courageous
hearts have overcome elseiiere, and tlic
saine will overcome here.

Yet there is a feature in oui agricuiltuiral
derclopement, (referred to above,) which i3
have cause to fear ivill operate detriientally
ratier tian othcrwtise, (as contemîplated,) aind
that is the unnecessary multiplication of
Agricultural Societies in a county, as has
been done in this. Two Societies would
bave been ample for the convenience and
interests of this, county. This would have
brought tihe backward pa-ts 'of the county.
which are the least advanced or inproved in
eattle, &c., &c., into competition with thel
more imiproved localities,by tis means induc-
ing naot only a desire but a deterimination to
bc able ta compete on fair grounds, and as a
matter of'course improve their cattle, sheep

as wtell as implements, thereas now
those localities laving separate societies are
giving premiums for (lie best of a stock of
cattle wiich, to say the least of, are of a
very inferior description, auid by this means
the public monies are paiid away (worse than
uselessly,) to perpetuate a race of cattle in
the county vhich should ratiher b banished
as speedily as possible.

'l'hera exists also another greut difliculty,
i connexion vithm Our agriculturail iplrove-

nient, wlicli I tlink deserves tie serious
consideration of tiose interested in tIe

*agricultural prospecrity of Canada,.and thîat
is hie diTusion of agricultural information in
a printed forie through the country. (en-
erally our fariners arc tint reading men, and
I have met, eren hure, i resolute resioance
against tlie introduction of Agricultural
Treatises as preminumiis for coiipeition in our
prize lists. Yet somectliing must he done,
and our hopes are on the rising generation.
Les -veux ont la lête trop dure. They
miust bu tauglht the benenfts of suac a course
as far-as practicable, and one of tle very
first steps te this very desirable. state of
things would bc to introduce into our
Elenentary Schools a course of agricultural
study suited to (lie capacities of Our youth,
as recommendet ln tlie reports of tlc

County Society, No. 2, for Vercheres,"
as also the carrying out theother suggestion
of se much uîtility mentioned in thle said
reports, and as I fimd thei stated there, slall
not occupy your time by particularising ai
present.
' There is also another subject in connexion
with our agriculture which I fear is too muc
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overlooked, and that is the manufacture of
maple sigar, a large amount is yearly ex-
pended in this, as well as otlier parts ¯of
Canada, for sugar, vhich nust all be paid for
in cash, wthichi, as a matter of course, must
be taken, fron some other part of our farni
produce, a repreliensible and needless drain-
age on our incomne as agriciulturists, whben
tWl condiment can be imanufictured 6 n Our
oa lands, and tait, not only to the extent
of needful consumption, but also for expor-
tation. Our country is covered to a large
extent with the sugar maple tree, and ail
tliat is needed is energy and industry to meet
our demuands for this article, and yet oiur
farners allowv this valuable-part of the sea-
son te pass uniiproved, and no other work
of importance done in its stead. I would,
tlierefore, suggest te your Honorable Board
hie propriety of calling the atention of our
agricultural populatiou te this important sub-

ject. I aie happy te be able to state thait
these things more than cver ocecupy tle
attention of our agricuilturists, and I antici-
pate for tie f'uture a better state of things.

If thlese tlings arc of imeportance te us,
(and thsey îundoiubtedly are,) thiere are otlier
subjects wvhich have. thi(r bearing on our
interest, probably too nuimerous to mention,
but Ihere are tiwo which I think deserve a
passing notice, the first is tle necessity of
township municipalities, tle wait of wlhici
is felt in tis county to an alarming extent,
and if not speedily obtainedl the roads tlrougli
this county will become utterly impassible,
sa anucli se are they now tlit our agrizultu-
ral interests are greatly retarded and injured
thereby, and if (lie subject lies within Ihe
province of tlic duties of your Honorable
Board, 1 w'oild respectfully suggest ee
pressing of the subject in tlie proper quarter.

The second of these is tlie wvant of a
road-it is truc," we have a road, but vlit
sort of a Road is it V Why, onue wlieli
cuts us ai froîm all communication writh the
iiiproved and improving portion of Lonwer
Canada. Oar ronds are the samne as ail the
roads in (le Districts of Quelbec, on vlicl
trainneaux and carrioles only con be driven
over. The antiquated inconvenience of whicli
cannut but be apparent to every one vlho
travels over therm, the dilliculties of whiicli,
if enumerated, vould -almost ffl a volume.
In a word, they are ridiculed by our neigh-
bours of ic Eastern Townships, and the
United States, and are designated, " ralibit
tracts." In fact they are a disgrace te any

country, and would b tolerated in no coun-
try but Lower Canada. I fiel satisfedl,
gentlemen, tlit you luive not only see, but
felt the inconvenience of sucli roads, and
you cannot lut be ataire of tlie great neces-
sity of our possessing the double road as used
in ail other parts of Cîanada, except flie
District ofQuebec, (to which it it is a sliaime
amd disgracn, nd tlat you wuill use yours
endeavours, as a " Board ofAgriculture," to
have this disgrace wiped avay fromn
amongst us, by representing ta the Ilead of
yeir Departnent tle necessity of pressing
upon the Execuitive Department of this Pro-
rince, to allowing the " Sleigh Ordinaencc"
to comle into operation, wliieli wouild be the
sole mcans at prescent of opening a winter
communication for the East ern Townships
throughi this counity to the City of Quelec,
as well as te advance the agricultiral in-
terests of this county especiaily. The in-
habitants of this, as wreil as of evcry otier
cointy in Lowier Canada, are looking uîp ta
(lie Board of Agriculture, as vell an te the
respoinsible Head of tle " Depar nent,
and 1 believe tliey will not be deceived for
a represeItation Of tleir grievniIers ta the
Executive, as wvell foir the removal of thiem,
as te obtain ameliorations in their stead, anid
none muore needed in thtis county than the
means of locomotion.

ïMany and fearful have been tlie uliffi-
culties wliieli (le setlers have hal to
endure ini settling thtis County, but a briglht-
er prospect is dawnuing upon our agricultural
horizon, and we feel there is hope. The more
especially so, as we feel satisfued fron the
character of the gentlemen forming tlic
Board of Agriculture as ive as the known
abilities of the gentleman at (lie head of the
A gricultural Departient that every thing
wvili be done thiat con coisistently he done
for tlie prosperity of agriculture ie Canada
aud our prayer is that its best hlopes miay bu
realised, and tliat iait Power whichi directs
adsuperintends ail tlie niovemîents of men
iay crown the undertaking se aiispiciously
conmenced vith its blessiigs ara its faivor.

The iwliole neverthieless respectfully sub-
mîîitted,

Joli, R. LA-IiBLY,
Presielcnt of M. A. S.

Leeds, March 29tli, 1854.

BEEF CATTiE..-The prices of beef cat-
tic having declined in ail ic tle great Cen-
tral markets of the Atlantic seaboard-at
New: York, Philadclphia, Baltimore and
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