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CHAPTER XV1.—Continued. ,

“ Yex, and an amusing spectacle it is—the
gay throng cn the glistening ice in one of
those fashivnable Rinks. A military band is
often in attendaace, and then they enygage in
it with absclute furore. Everyone scems
anxjous to atiitndenize on the glassy ice ™

+ Do the Iadies wear any particular costume
skating 77 asked Miss Clifford.

“ Noj; bai their style of dress is very taste-
ful. Some skate admirably; their evolations
are so perfectdy graceful they seem to skim
over the ice like birds.” '

‘It sbems to me they know bow to enjoy
life in Canada,” observed Cecil.
when you return vo Montreal [ think T hall
sccompany you,”

* Hilda is not going to return to Canada,

Cecil,™ broke in Colonel Godfrey, cagerly. |

“ Her future home will be at Innismoyoe.”

i should like to learn to skate.
shall have a Rink made next winter. Wouldn's
you like it, Hilda %" asked her cousin,

“ It would be labour lost, Cecil 5 the climate |

is pot severe enough. If yvou want to enjuy
sRating you must visit Canada,” observed Sir
Gervase.

* The carnivals at the Ripnks are amusing
spectacles,” obsgrved Hilda ; ¢ the characters
are often well supported, and the dresses taste-
fu_]_,'!

* Yes, the masquerades are gay scenes.

* Hilda, ¢

i
; i you.
[ think [ {darling!” The tones were 20 incfally tonde

AR

i tate to give a decided answer?  He could oot

i sistency
#'And: why not for some time? ™ he asked,

 his tomesl S :
¢ It is'a whim of mine {o.test the strength

of your affection,” Hilda ruplicd, with an vfert

to be gay. ’ :

Yo cannot now doubt my love fur you, Yeou
merely want to show your power over me”

“Qur acquaintance bag bevn (0o short, we
are alinost strangers to vach vther,  Marriages
contracted too bastily are oftin repented of
afterwards. I am young yef, obly twenty!
Can we not wait & year or twe yot, Gervase 27

s Gervase!™ how swectly that word full un
his ear. It was the first time she had address-
«d him »o familiaciy. :

or yeu would not speak so coldly of waiting”

brow.
thought she must be trifling with Lis wtdue-
tiicns.

Hilda did not auswer, bLut =he turndd hur
dark eves on her lover with a {euk that startl-
ed him. Fondaess, anguish, snd svmetbing
very like despair, were mixed op in that louk,
thrill-ng Sir Gervase with an zudcined -
sentiment of evil, He drew nearcr to Hilda,
i he conld scarcely resist the impulse to take
; her in his arms as if to helter ber from the
f sorrow he saw so plainly in the depilis of hose
cmonrnful eyes,

o« What s it, filda?
Reveal it all to

Sorne tlitng
nie.

{the expression of the face s0 woble, s sympa-

P thising, that Hilda's crusbod heatt yearmd to
lay itecif bare bofore him, to tell him wll, to}

1

sexplain the inconsistency of her couduct s Lut
Vit was only fur a moment.  Pride revolted at
i the thought of revealing her murriage o Sir

{ Gervase, she shrunk from such a dueclarativao.
Her connection with such an nne as Dudlr v

D would be degradation in Lis cycs, it was ro in

< her own,
I

is so umusing 1o waich the different characters

skating or dancing together.

maskers.
Chinsman for a partner. A Mary Queen of
Scots, a George Washington. A Kuizht Tem-
plar attitudenizing with » Flower Girl, or a

Spanish Grandee with a preity . Scoich lassie. |
It is this variety and contrast which gives |

such scenes their greatest attraction.™ .
“ Dancing on skates must be a difficult
achicvement,” remarked Lord. Percy Dashion,
“ Skating is brought to great pericction in
Canads.

prising evolutions on the ive performed by |
those who arc adepts in the art,” observed Sir!

¥

Gurvase. :
¢ Canada ‘is going to be a preat country,”
its place among the nations.”
+¢ + The Star of Empire glitters in the West,'”
sepeated Ceeil sententiously, glancinyg archly
at his lady mother,

I have scen many graceful and sur-

In a quadrille

i P g - < ] S re £ N P N .
you will often see a strange assemblaye of | wight read of Dudley's death—mizht swe kis
A graceful Spanish lady baviog a :

.
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4¢ Not yet, Cecil ; it has not set in our hori- -

zon yet,” »he added, scornfully,
siasm about Canada was displeasing w her.
She merely looked upon it &s a colony of Great
Britain—uw talk of its nationality secmed ab-
Aurd,

Lord Ashleigh, to whom Capada was also
an uninteresting topic, now requested Miss
Cligord to sing.

Asshe rose to comply, Sir Gervase Montague
took her chair near Miss Tremayne, and asked
her in a low voice, #if she had decided upon
spending the rest of her life at Inuizmoyne.”

# Grandpapa bas determined it shall be s0,"
she replied, with a faint smile.

“ Aud vou feel obliged to acquicsce 7

 Yus, 1 vay not oppose his wishes.  Poor
wrmma wrecked the bappiness of her life by
doing su.” ‘

 Hilda, this trifling with meiscruel! I
followed you io Ireland; I came to Innis-
moype 1 have my fate decided. I will speak
w Colonel Godirey to-morrow. I cannot live
on caduring this turiuring suspense.”

# You moust not speak to Grandpapa on that
rutject,” sald Hilda, struggling for corn posure.
Then, fearful that their agitated (éte-a-téle
might atiract attention, she rose suddenly and
withdrew into the deep recess of one of the
deep windows.  Sir Gervase followed.

“Then you reject mel” hesaid in the hoarse
voice of strong emotion. :

Hilda was nilent. Principle prompted her
W snswer in the afirmative, but the passion-
ate love of her heart pleaded for her lover,
She could not Lring herself to pronounce his
final dismissal, She clung stil} to the happi-
ness of enjoying his love, '

¢ [ do not mean that. I cannot reject the
love I 8o bighly prize!” sghe excluimed with
subdued vehemence. - ¢ But it canuot be—not
yet—at least, not for some time!” '

Sir Gervase regurded her in surprise. The
changing colour, the agitated manner, the
trembling furm, all bespoke cmmotion as stormy
a8 his own, : c

She loved him, then! How the certainty
of that thrilled him with delight! She had
awver before spoken ko pluinfyv—hut wihy this

This enthu--

{

) " " : ': < Sunday at Innismoyne.
remurked Colonel Godfrey. 1t will yet take | went, soine from principle, vthirs becanse they

“ kmew of no other way to relivve the ennul of §

No, she wounld wait in hope. If
the Baropet's love for ber was sudch as he pre-
fessed, it would bear the test of time. A
suilor's life was uncertain., Some day she

<

name among the wreeked., To her great selicd]
Colonel Godfrey's voice at this moment was
heard asking Sir Gervase to juin in a rubberat

. whist, their tite-3-téte was thetefore interrupt-

ed, very opportunely, Hilda thougtit, for she
¢ould not answer that gueston of Sir Ger-
vase, ‘
" The next day was Sunday.
frey, at breakfast, invited those of bis guoests
who felt inclined to attend divioe service, to
aceoropany him to church.

Lady Milicent excused herself on the pica
of a tad headache. Colonel Gedfrey declurcd
she always had a headache when she spent a
Toe rvit of the prety

the Sunday morning,

The chorch which Colonet Gudfrey's muu.l_r fCedd) exclaimod, wfer another lalf Lour had !

; Pleen rpenit 30 alixivus cbservation,
B in the dvep

The road leading
to it was little befter than a mcunuain-path, ;

mile fremm 1nuis
7.
v

atiendid was about half o
moeyne. It stood in A lonwiy x
salitude of the mountains,

Its seenwry was peculiarly wiid, On «ith
side were stupendous cliffs, vind with mosses,
lichens, sand luxuriant hoather, while fom
their interstices sprang the ash aud holly, Lae
verdure of the lower sices of the mountaing
cuntrasting strangely with their bare und rug-
ged summits,

A sudden turn in this wild read broughtthie
party from Inpismoyne ia full view of the

f church so picturesquely sitaated, shaded Ly

the dark and lofty branchesof two stately yew-
trees, the whole set in 2 frirae-work of mag
nificent mountains.

The church was built in the form of a cross,
The architecture was Gothic, and buncsth jts
walls was the. erypt of the Godfreyd. There
Mrs. Tremayne now slept with her ancuestors
the quict sleep of death,  The clergyman who
officiated in. this little church awong the
monntaing was the Rev. Mr. Tyndall, a good
man whose life was an excnplideation of the
daties religion teaches.  The seemon he
preached on this Sundey morning had beun
prepared with a view to reach the hearts of
the fushionable visitors at Innismoyne. His
carnestness made him cJoquent, and the fear-
lessness with which be uttered the great prin-
ciples he advocated, gained Lim the respect ag
well g the attention of his fashivnable
auditors, '

He spoke of the grandeur of the soul, and
the madness of those who allowed the world
to fill what was made for Gud alone,  He rte-
presented 1ife as 16 really is—vain, illusive, its
pleasures unsatisfying, its Lighest buppincss
fleeting and imperfect. Then he descrited
the blessedness of a life of faith, of scif-encri-
fice and devotedness to God—a blcsacdness
unfathomably deeper than the evancscent en-
joyment of the worldling or - votary of plea-
sure. :

Hilda listened with reverent attention, She
had never been brought under the infuence of

'
'

religions teining,
W sie W v Ll

unwillingness to accept his'hand? why hesi

enderstand the secret cause of s0 wuch incon- |

very “gravely, yut with adep tenderness in

“This is vers much like coquutry, Hilda.

Ah, Hilda! the love is mostly on wy side, |

and a glocmy oppression clouded the Barondt's |
The girl could not realiy jvve Lim, he

trouldes |

Conside in e 00ng e hened 1n the dirtanier, Cocid?

Colonel God-

Thia high and holy ktrain |
Tae avivwn Gulbs Ar, Tyn-

1
|

dall entneinted, fell startlingly on her ear, To
her awakened conscience the sermon seemed
prached for her,  Every word went straight
to hur heart. Was the linge of conduct she was

| pursuing in accondance with the principles of
‘the Gospel ?

Certninly not. The life of self-
sacrifice, renouncing  the earthly bhappiness
which ‘was forbidden by lawe, human ' and
divive, that was what religion required.  The
path of duty, rugged and uninviting, wuws
opching plaialy bofore her now. . Sir Gervase
must be given up.  Must be tuld that an in.
soperable obstacle prevents theie vnion.  The
cravings of her heurt for a love that was for-
Lidden, must be denied.  The conguest of sclf
must e aclicved at the sacrifice of atl that
could muke life cudurable.

30 raasuncd, and so thought Hilda, but the
will was npot beuanght readily wnder conteol,

{ The fomrful contest betwen passion and prin-

viple was again renesed, rendering bors If sud
Sir Gervese miserabde.

CHAPTER XVIL
THE rHIPWEECK

a1 gaww the sterm was coming up, Hilda,
AH last night 1 Keard the Loaming sound of
the grennd-swell] which always precides a
gale on the Bay.™

1t was Cuvil Godfrey who apoke, He was
stunding with hig young vousin at one of the
windows of the library Inoking vut upon the
storme-foat waves of Bay, over whikh s
pali—voming in frum the ocvan—was wildly
a\Tu‘piﬂ'g
with whith he was s unning the berizon for

fany vesscls mear the coast.
i Dows the ground--well sound Hke a con.

1
nuticed that neise too, but did not koow it
forctold bud woather”

It always o Huaven grant there arc
uo vessuls mear the =Lore, forin this gale—
sweeping (nwurd——ortain destruction awaits
them.”

“Are you sure there sre none?™ asked
Hilda, anxivusly. Lot me look theough the
wlass, Cuocdl, hold it steadily fur me ™

cAWell, whiat ig the rosult of your olscrva-
tiuns?  Have your bright eyes dotected any
vesse}?

¢ There is something looks like ¢ne crossiog
that desk swa-line far away, Leook, Cecil, um
I not right?™

1 am afraid it is indeed a bLrig, her mosis
—louking like bare poles—are just visible”

*And iz it very ouar the const? Do you
think it will be drives up the Bay ? Grand-
papa says et navigation in'a storm 8 very
dificult.”

Cueeil was still looking through the glass.

d1e seems drifting rapidly towarda the
mouth of the Bay.” ) ‘

“« How the yale freshens,” he continued,
ufter sume tweuty minutes had clapsed, and
they were still anxivusly wawhing the yot
diatant vessel.

“ You Lave no »torms hike this in Canada,
Hilda. The countsy is so far inlasd.” '

] supjpusse not, although I have seun a wild
gule sweeping over Lake Gntario

 The brig is coming up e the gale,”

VMR,

At lorgth & distrass vin wus heard bovming

over the Buy. With a white face, Hilda locked : furin in his arms
s oot lubg susponded.
thomn, | R !

fut her counin.

Le  done

(Cun
Cocil 27

nethiog to help

more hives,
puortuous waters i

“Oh, Cecil! how cuimly you speak. Just
think of the feclings of those on buard, with
death staring thom in the {1 and, over-
vome by ber high-wroeght feelings, Hilda wept
bhysterivally,

Again the sad suund of the minute-gun was
heand, making the windows rattle,

* Where is grand-papn?” asked Hilda, ex-
citeuly, < he will best know what ought to be
done

“ Notking can at pruscnt be dune, my denr
child!” said Colonel Godfrey in sad tones, as
he at this moment catered the rovm aud joined
the cousing in their anxious watch at the [i-
briry window, '

A rilence of some minutes ensued, daring,

whivh cach wag observing anxiously the on-
ward motion of the tll-futed vesscel,

U What a gecoe of awful geandeur that bay
is in a storm!” remarked Coloncl Godfrey.
s How thuse gigantic billows lurp against the
dark ¢liffs and dash theic white foam and
spray high above their rogged shmmits !

¢ Is there nob 8 low dangeroua reef about
two hundred yards from the mouth of the
cove runuing purily across the bay 77" asked
Cevil. ’

*Yes itis only hidden at high water, It
ia covered now, wnd if that brig should be
driven on it it will be wrecked almost at our
door,”

“0Oh that would be dreadful ! excluimed
Hilda,

¢ But it would perhapx be safer for those
on buard” observed Ceeil, ¢ We could then
help them by flinging them a rope and, fas-
tening it to the rocks on shore.  Such things
are often done !

Y But not easily done, Cecil,” vemarked

Colouel Gudtrey gravely,

In his band Le held a wloscope, |

—— T

t# But :( the‘ }'ﬁﬁ&ﬁl strikes on the reef Some.
thing of the kind must be attempted,” yroo
his grandson. v Urged

¢ How many persons are there on the
Let me lovk through your glags, Ceil,
of ‘the crew must wlrcady have bo
vyerboard,” Colenel Godfrey continy
carcful inspection of the brig. o gy
Sve men on deck. One stalwart fellow 53’;[;'&
at the helm, although any effort W steqr e
safely seoms vain't w

4 There is Gervase Montague on the beach v
vxclaimed Cecll, “and Lord Ashleigh gl .
they can scarcely keep their fect, the wind iy
so high." '

s They are sheltered by those bigh racky »
said Hilda, ¢ Do you not think they wil] i
to do sumething to help the unfurtuuate Crew 7?.
she askod very snxivasly, '

4 Gervase is a noble fullow and will do what
is in the power of man to du, and Lord Ag),.
teigh would be brave cnongh to act, althyugh
rathier too stupid to devise nny plan. | gy
go »ud juin them. I trust we shull be able g,
suve the poor fellows

ol see some country prople gathe
the beach,” said Hilda, sws Cecil Lo
brary. ¥ Do you not thiok, graud
will be willing to lend their wid ™

“They will do what humap ‘creatures cag
do,” be replicd; “ but in danger like thig
wan's pewer is wenk indecd.”

Very anxiously Colutel Gedfroy wod ki
grand-dangbter watched the approach of the
brig. At hength it reached that part of ¢,
Lay where the daugerous reof Iay concvaled
by the fosting waters. It was & moment o
decp suspunge to those un shore, who Lnow
the hidden danger; but those on board were
wnly made aware of it by the striking of the
vessel, The force of the stk parted her
amidships, A gignotic sea swept uver the
wreck, varny ing with it two of the crew, ang
breaving thim an its vrestad lop towands the
bench, it dashed them lifeless on the rocks.

A cry of hotror rose from the shore whey
the brig parted, and the white fuces of 3h-
sailors wore sevn rising out of the wild wavey
as they steugpbod Boroely for Bkl In the
stern of the vessel, which yet romaiued fast
an the reof where 1t strack, three of the cnes
wore seen Jlinging to the bulwarke and mtely
lm).']uring nid,

The gentlemien on the beach were new ob.
gerved spenking to some fahermen, and offer.
ing them woney W indoce them to 8id in sav-
ing the sutforers.  But all held back, she duy-
ger was so groat, althetgh the distance 1o the
wrevk was not very far,

o Bless-my soul! can 8ir Gervase be mad
enotgh to think of periliing bLis ewn life
save those men.  Look, Hida!” oxclaimed
Colvtel Galfrey 3 « he has tivd a rope round
him, and i3 actually atwut to Jdasb into the
white breakers.  What an act of noble

deck 7

Mon
R Bweyt
ed ‘after A

ring on
the {i.
pepn, they

- dartng

A tow cry of borror frem Hilda noew made
Colunel Goifrey turn quickly towards her,
She had Been looking thruagh the telescops
at the wreek, and the hogpard fiwes of thone
sarlors yot on deck were brought close before
hor wyes,  In one of thom she reesgnizod the
fatures of Dadley!  What o moment of
agony npd despair?  The plasg @1 from ber
trombling hauds, and she would oA buve
fallen Lad not the Colonel vanghbt her fuinting
But Hilda's senses wore
She swun recovered,
with a dull, snsccountable scuse of suffuring,

2

D feclt 3 e d - . Gicnend
“dmpossible! It would vuly be peritling itt:zrm?nml’di,:}“ had euddenly vxpaivnod a
No best could live i such tem- | & blow.

Surprisest atl her cmotion, but atiributing it
to anxivty alwut Sir Gervare Montayue, Col,
Godfrey vlscrved with a confidence he did
ot feol, ¢ Sir Gurvase is such an cxpert
swimmor thore i8 no cension o Teel so much
alarmed,  Besides the repe secures his safety.
Look, Hilda, kow munfully be bruasts that
wave | He will soon resch the weeck”

This wus the first intimation Hilda bad of
the Batenct’s danger.  Colunel Galfrey's pre-
vious observation about him hed been un-
noticed in ber intense dismay at recognising
Dudicy. Sir Gervase was then risking his life
o save her hushand's—the enly one who stood
between him and the happiness he coveted !
How strange that it sbould happoen thus!
Who can paint the feelings of Hilda as she
»at there, pale nnd trembling, watching with
breathless intercst the scene passing before
her! She suw Sir Gervase, nfter hattiing with
the wild sea, gain the wreck and climbon
deck by the aid of a rope, which the man she
thought was Dudley flang him. She then
sow these two men—the husband and the
lover—stand side Ly side upon the deck,
making fast the rope—which the Baronet had
brought—1io a cable, which was then drawn
on shore, By the communication thus effect-
¢d, the rest of the crew were enabled to reach
the land in safety.

The sailors were, by the direction of Cecil,
bronght to the house of Colonel Godfrey, and
one uf them, the captain of the brig, who was
in a ktate of great exhanstion, was put under
the care of Eveleen, an. old woman who had
been nurse in the Colonel's family, and. who
still continued to reside with him, his most
privileged retainer, ' .

At dinner the shipwreck was the topic of
conversation, and Sir Gervase Montague's act
of generous during elivited many complimynts,



