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CALEND.-\R FOR WEEK END_[NG AUG,

Svxpar, August 7.—EKightk Sunday after Trinity .-\'amc of
: Josus, Queen Caroline du‘d 1821,
8.—Louis V. declares the empire of Germany
independent of the Pape, 1338, Marshal Ney
shot, 1815, )
9.—Battle of Adriavople, 378,
Louis P}nhppc to'the French throne, 1830,

Moxpay, ¥

Tusspar, #

WEDNESDAT, ¢ 10.—3¢. Larwrence. Battle of quntm 1537,
Battle of Montmorenci, 1759,
Tavrspay, ¢ 11.— Frobisher's Strait discovered, 1376.

Battle of Luke Champlain, 1814,

12.—Rowland Hlllborn 1744, Robert Sauthey
born, 1774.
13 —3ir P. Malllnnd Lieunt..Governor,

I

Fripay,

it

S;\Trnn.\\‘,

THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS

- MONTREAL, SAT L’RDA F, AUGUST6 1870

Tur issue of the Queen’s proclamation mntm-' Rupert’s
) 1

Land aud the North-West Territory with Canada ; the |

swearing in of the Ifon. A. G. Archibald as Lieutenant-
Governor of the new Province of Manitoba, and also,
under a separate commission, of the North-West Terri-
tory; the progress of the expedition. and the prospect of
its early arrival at its destination, all point to the fact
that at length, after many false moves and forced halts,
another substantial step has been taken towards the
Union of the whele of British North America. But it has
taken three years to make this one step, and other three
steps have yet to be taken before the work is complete.
The whole process of Confederation has been slower than

s ardent friends anticipated. It took three
the Quebec Conference to the swearing in of the first
Dominion Government ; and three years more from the
date of that event to the swearing in of the first Lieut.-
Governor of the North-West. W
ing slowly, and perhaps it is as well.

v

be nearly a tie; but the Anti-Unionists are still in power,
and we know how poswerful they may be in at least delay-
ing the work on the plea that a stout resistance may
secure them ‘‘better terms.”” With respect to Newfound-
land the question is postponed for years; and as for Bri-
tish Columbia the means of communication are too cir.
cuitous, and the British territory intervening toe much of i
a wilderness to make immediate union of any practical
value. ,

Evidently, then, there is much work to be done before
British North America can be united under one Canadian
(fovernment. And the chief work in our view lies in
lessening the obstacles in the way of inteinal communica-
tion with British Columbia; in other words, in colonizing
the North-West and building a railway through it. The
North-West has ever been consizlered of vast importance

to Canada—especially has it so been considered in the !

Western Province ; and the first organized Provincial Go-
vernment, that of Manitoba, must fort the central point
from which colonization will spread over the whole of the
North-West regions. Such will be the case for many yeurs
and the geographical position of Fort Garry is such L}x'u
in time, it, or some place in its neighbourhood, must be
come one of the most important cities in the Dominion.
These considerations ought to point out the importance
of an early and a vigorous effort to fill up the new Pro-
vince with settlers and to extend its borders as soon as
may be to those of Ontario, 5o that the United Provinces,
so far as they go, may be contiguous.

But there appears to have heen developed, in the very
Province the most desirous of cohmumg the North-West,
an intention to convert the newly. acqmred territory into
a battle-field of party in which the old quarrels of the old
Province of Canada are to be fought over again. The two
statesmen who completed the urrangement for the trans-
fer of the Territory—Sir George E. Cartier and the Ilon.
Wm. Macdougall—have, curiously enough, both fallen
under the displeasure of some who, two years ago, ap-

_plauded them for their patriotic exertions in the face of
the very serious obstacles and powerful opposition against
which they had to contend while negotiating in London.
We do not purpose to discuss the causes of this indigna-
tion at the present time ; we merely note it as one of the
vicissitudes of political life. But it might be suggested
that the raking up of the embers of old party fires, and
blowing them into flame, is not by any means a pohcy cal-
culated to foster the interests of the country at large, or
to promole the settlement of the North-West. “ On the
contrary, if the ¢ firc-eaters” on either side convert the
settlement into o hot-bed of party rancour and political

: ,ex_q;.tement, emigrants will shun it, and seek more peace-

. ,f:ul homes. - It has no rich gold or silver mines to attract
.the adventurous. fortunce hunter, even if he has to fight

his way with bowie knives and - pistols, Its charms are
for the quiet and industrious farmers and mechanics—for.

Accession of l

~ears from |

e are, therefore, hasten- .
The result of the .
recent elections in Prince Edward Island is supposed to

men who hepe to live by labour, and who desiro to luhour

in peace, Nothing, therofore, can be more conducive to
its future progress and prosperity than the speedy estab.
lishment of government on tha equitable and impartial
basis upon which the inhabitants ot Munitoba are about
lto begin the work of local self governmuent. undera pro-
perly constituted representative legislature.

Canadian, has granted o genernl amnesty to all parties
i concerned in the latarebellion. This may, ar may not, be
‘ true. But supposing it were true, we presume the smuesty

can only cover political offences; no amunesty can con.
done the crime of wmurben.

{ of the Iand. These facts should be kept in remembrance
,h\' those who accept for gospel a telegraphic despatch
Ufrom an Ottawa newspaper correspondent. If the (unn
%nh-m Government did recommend a ‘‘general amnesty™
! for those who openly took part in the rebellion, it ap-
pears to us that it was sound advice. Wby should the
Lfudson’s Bay officials, who left the. fort open to the in-
! surgents, go scot free, if punishwment is to Le dealt out
anywhere 2 Why did not those who were, by law, re-

Queen’s authority, discharge their duties?
overpowered? No!

i authority to assume them ;
rity had been extant, she had the means of asserting it.
;2\ calm consideration of these facts ought to show the
folly of keeping up an excitement about the Red River
" troubles.

LITERARY NO‘J. ICES

Tur Provrurey or Mzruy: and other Pocms, by John Reade,
Montreal : Dawson Bros., 18 0.

Mr. Reade's volume has been for some tinme before us, and
, we have deferred noticing it beenus its mnerits ace such as ought
P not to be disposed of in a mere compiimentary pargmph,
2 But our readers are already familiar with many of his shorter
| pivces, several of those that have appeared in the Cengdiun
| Hlustrated News being included in the volume.

iphecv of Merlin™ itself is not altogether unfamiliar, for
; we copied an extract from it, before it was placed in the prin-
ter's hands for publication, in bosk form,

U The I'ro-

i
!

to the periodical press of Canada. Nothing comes from his
pen that is not good : nothing that does not reveal the true
genins of poetry; and there is much that he
shows the lame of the Promethean fire to have been pnrified
by thorongh culture
; translations—as his

writes which

and very
# Lake ™ from

careful  study,

i their fidelity to the originals,

been written by one who was truly Canadian in feeling,

manner than through the # Poct's corner ' of somu newspaper
or magazine, though many, without a tithe of his genius,
# write 8 book " of verses, calling them % poems,” and com-
placently await the world's applause, shewing how .true it ix
that ! fools rush in,”" &c.  And now when he has ventured to
come before the world with a ¢ book,” a few lines from the
gentle  Whittier, the blank leaf bhefore the table of
contents, is all that rewards the curiosity of those " who
wish to discover, in the preface, the seeret of the authors

on

aim in venturing into print. Some years ago, when
Bealer, the great nagifator, set England ageg on the

matter of the Hyde T'ark gatherings, * Corneliug O 'Dowd,”
in his Tialinn home, was completely puzzled to answer
the question, put to him on all sides— Who is Beales 7'
Bat at last he bethought him of an expedient, ns an Irishman
will, and answered promptly, ¢ Beales! He is our Garibaldj 1"
\0-. “ Cornelius O'Dowd " knew nothing about B enles, bat he

who has not yet made himself acquainted with ¢« The Pro- |
phecy of Merlin,”' and who should have to answerthe question
of some intelligent foreigner, “ Who is John Reade?” let him
answer at once—* He is our Tennyson!” TDeales wag Jike
Garibaldi, in that he had made a noike in the world ; Reade is
like Tennyson, in that ke is 2 true poet; and an « O'Dowd”
was ushamed not to be able to give an account of n noisy
Englishmuan, so’ onght & Canadian be ready with an answer
concerning the poet of his country, who at this time i8 receiv-
ing the encomiums of the best judges and most intelligent
patrons of Canadian literature.

B

'l‘ho nuin (hmgn of Lhu u l'rophuc) of Merlin” is to puy 4
tribute to the virtues of the late Prince Albert, and e 1ot
chosen to give eflfect to it lo geand in its simplicity, ang truly
poetic in its conception,  Merlin, the sage and prophet of the
good King Arthur's Court nt ('nmvlot appears to Sir Bediver,,
the last of the Knighta of the Ruuml Table, who is lsu.,\

Some excitement has been crented by the snnounce- |
ment that the Imperial Government, on the advice of the

The most that even the ,
Crown ean do, in such a case, is to grant a pardon to the
| guilty, after conviction by n jury and sentence by a judge

sponsibla for the mainténance of the peace and the |
Were they
That would have been revelution. .
They abdieated their functions before Canada had any |
and before, even if the sutho.

Mr. Reade has lurf
s0me years held a front ok among the poetical contributors

Some of his !
Lamartine, aud several
short pieces from the Greek—have lwen prononnced Ity com- ]
petent judges to be gems of composition and remarkable for
There are over sixty minor com- |
positions, original or translated, among the Cother posms” of the ;
title; and it is safe to say that, if the anthor's reputation rested |
upon these alone, he would take honoured rank among the me-
dern English potts—we mean amonyg those who use the English -
language as the medinm of communication with their readers,
Of course, we claim Mr. Reade ag a Conndian poct, for som o
the minor pieces to which we have referred eould only have -

Mr. Reade has herctofore shrunk, with natural timidity, from
thrusting himself before the public in any more pretentions |

satisfied his questioners : and should there be any (unmhmﬂ

waanded, and in deop sorrow at the dlnnpp«-mnm o of Kiyg
Avthur,  But beyend the fact of adopting these two ¢
Pacters, and some incidental references to the Lo

Hirw
Ring,
Conrt, Mr, Reade dmws no more upon the Arthurian legemuly

“he builds his stroctore on the prophetic powers of Mertin,
The Knight, whose wounds are healed by Moetlin, is Cager gy
; find out whether King Arthar will return to eartls .

1t And will he not nxgemble round his board

The best and bravest knights of Christendom,

And all the fairest ladies of the land,

And reign as erst he reigned in Camelot 2

Merling whose is * the blnzonry of prophet souls,” then do.

seribes to Sir Bedivere the great changes through whickh .
country shall pass, during all of which Arthur shall be the
-ideal king, though still he Spiee wil
not permit ws o follow the revelation throughont |

¢ rleeps in Avalon.”

bt afiep

long ages

R ] . . . -

The earth and air
Shall yield stmnge soerets for the use of men;
The planets in their courses shall draw aear,

And men shall see their marvels) as the Qowers
Thut grace the meads of summer ——time and gpuee
Shatl kuow new laws, and history shail walk
Abreast with fact o'er all the peopled world ;.-
For words ahiall flash like light frow shore to shoore,
And light itself shall chronicle men's decds,

Grent ships shall plougly the ocean without sail,

And steedless chariots shoot with arroswy speed ™

And this fair land of Britain then shall e
Engriled with stately cities,—and Ly streama
Where now the greedy wolf reams shindl be Jeand
The multitudinous voice of Industry —

And Labour, inevuse-crowned, shall holid her court
Where now the sun scarce totiches with his bongas
The acattered seeds of futore srgosics,

That to the furthest lmit of the world

Suall bear the glory of the Britisk name,”

Thus poetically and propheticnlly dovs Merlin et .
all the achievements of scicnve, art, and industy we the st
when a UQneen,

] # Heir to the ripe fruit of Jonyg centuries,

Shall reign o'er anch an Empire, and Lier nane,
Clasping the trophies of all ARes, wolt

By knightly deeds in every land and sea,

Shatl be Yietoma”

L

Prince Albert, of = goodly micnand Frie, " is then introducsd us

the ¢ Blameless Prinee,”

who reprodinces, tn their plenitad,,

the virtues of Arthur.  The clief events of bis T EORET IS ST TITIN

the great exhibition of "a1, wre indicated in stvle shmtar g
that quoted above, refereing to telegraphy, stesm, & &,
The death of Prince Allwrt, the mowrniog of the Qoeen aind

cafir winic .

Morlin pro-

the nation, and other incidents are fureshadowed
in reply to the anxivns question of Sir Bedivers,

phesics that  there shall be o Prinee bearing the nan

who
< Ina far land beneath the setting sun,

Arthur,

- . . . - .

Shall shed new glorics npon him we loved.”

Nothing could have been more happily expeessod, ar intree
duced in better taste, than this aliusion ty Prives Arthur
visit to thir conntry,

loth Tennyson and Reade deal bacdly with Sir Bediveroe,
In the “Passing of Arthur” he is left stauding alone,
having ¢ clomb™ sundry craggy heights to wateh 5 the xpeck
that bore the King,” until he saw it grow

aiter

* From less 1o less, and vanish inte light o
whereas, -in the Merlin ™

left

i Prophecy. of the buld knight is

# Alone upon the bench, amid the dead !

Tt is to be hoped that Mr, Reade, if he does not choose to
relieve the ¢ bold Sir Bedivere” from such a melancholy situn-
tion, will, at least, continue to cultivate the art of poctry,
which he has already proved himself a master,

in

Recevip.—Stewnrt's Quarterly.

The City office of the C’nnmh.w flluatrated " News has been
remaved from No. 10 Place DPArines ta No. 1 Place 1PArmes
: Hill, first door from the corner of St James Street.

Tneatne Rovar.—The Lisn Weber troupe close their perior-
mances At the Thentre this evening, nfter a most successfal
engagement, during which they have been exceedingly well
patronized having grown iu fuvour ag they became betior known.
i They go henee to Quebee, and we can prowise the denizens of
the aucient eapital a rie h treat in thelr opertic burlesqnes,
Ou Monday eveniog Miss Ravel will cominence a six nights'
cugagement, wnld will appear in the drama of lh(' sFrench
Sl)y n




