JunE 12, 1875.

THHE SOMOVAR,

A correspondent of the Loudon x\"eu'a. anys
,.T,..<irin‘tixlg is one of the great institutiona
in Ruasin ; thc.outwnrd and visible nxmbol of
this institution is the somovar, - There is some.
thing almost sacred about the. somovar in Russia
1 scarcely like to t,al'k ubont it amongst profans
things. 1t ranks with the pilt images of Greek
saints which are found in the corners of every
wom in Hussia, and before \'vlmzh‘ the pious Le.
liever is never tired of crossing himself.  In the
aaine way not a household, however poor, fn Rus.
sin is withont a somovar. 'I:q make tea in the
vulgar fashion of pouring boiling water into the
tesprot wothl ba to rov it of all its cheering grace
uml to profane the instituhon.' T'he nomovar is
essentinl to the orthodex practice of tex, and aa
the tirst world you learn in Kuasia is ‘tchai,’ so
the first thing which witl strikc'. your eye on ar-
riving there is the sotnovar. The SOMOYRr 8 &
large urn made of bronze or bhraxs, with a tube
running through the centre, into whizh charcoal
is placed. - When the tew hour arrives (knd every
hour is the tea hour in Russin} the churcoul is
lighted, rather ahonld [ say, liks the saered fire
of the Zoreastriany, it is never quenchal, There
it buras in its brazen tube, and the wuter boily
auditdy, and the little china teapot 18 placed
simsmering at the tap of the churcoal--although
this last is really & heretodox practice which has
conpt insenaibly inte the pure roligion of tea—
antl iu this way cup after cup of the Russian
nectar is supplied.”

THE QUATTRE FONTANE.

A Roman cormpoml:rnl writes : The other
dxy | was walking in the Via Delle Quattr- Fon-
wne. | had just croxsed the Via Purta Pia or
Venli Settetubre-~as it has lwen rechristened
with questionable taste since the entry of the
Jralians in 1570, 1t was the Porta Pia, at theend
of the street, the gnte at that part of the city wall
which was bombanded and the breach made in the
wall through which the Italians entered on the
2uth of Scptemnber, 1870, hence the cause of the
new name---Venti Settembre. 1t in & heautiful
strees corner, especially on such an Ajril mora-
ing s yesterday. A soft sirogco was blowing,
and vet thesun was trving to peep out after three
davs sulkiness ; then came littie whiffs of weat
wind, showing a disposition ta sweep cloud and
siroccos off into .A}rica. Az you stand on the
summit where the streets cross, you!rarely see a
finer view. On one hand you look toward Trinits
de’Monti piazza and its obeiisk, and Monte Mario
with its pines, formiug a lovely background,
uow very green aud soft ; on the ather hand, the
great si:rczswn{a down the Quirinal and rises up
the Viminal,'audits vista is closed by theimposing
apse of St. Maria Magyiore, the north piazza of
the church and obelisk.  Then, if welovk up and
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down the street Porta Pia, we sce the Michel
Angelo gate at one end, with its pallium orna-
ments, telling that it leads to St. Agnes, outside
the walls, where the little pallium lambs are
blest in the spring. ~ On the other side the street
sweeps out on to the bold Quirinal hill, which
has one of the grandest of Roman views. We can
seo from tho street corner the magnificent group
which gives the hill its popular name—Monte
Cavallo. This group consists of an obelisk and
the two famous colossi called Castor and Pollux
in former times. Now they are great statues of
men holding boldly each a wild horse. 1n the
centre hetween them rises the obelisk, and in
front is oue of the most charming fountains of
Rome. The water rises in a great tazza of bigio
granite, of seventy-six feet in circumference.

4 FETE OF THE EXPFIRE,

Lucy Hooper, ina Paris letter to Appleton’s
Journal, saye in spesking of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs : In 1857 the first of the official
fancy-dress balls, which were among the inost
aplendid of the féles of the empire, was given
here. It created an unbounded sensation in the
social world of Paris. Count Walewski, in the
dress of a minister of the days of Lonis XV., with

owdered hair, in a costumne of black velvet em-
sroiderad with jet and crossed with a broad
blue ribbon, and earrying a gold-headed cane,
received his gruests at the entrance of the apart-
ments. The Emperor and Empress were always
present at the balls, concealed beneath the dis.
creet folds of their dominoes. They entered the
ministry by a small back-steircase opening upon
the courts. Notwithstanding all their precau-
tions they were generally recognized by their
fellow-guests. A small side room was placed at
their disposal, wherein they took refuge several
times during the evening to change their domi-
noes, in the hope of eluding the vigilance of their
mubjecia. At the first ball the Countess Walewski
apfwared,as Diana, with powdered hair and a
goldeu quiver. The young Viscount Amelot de
Chaillon wore the costume of a rag-picker ; his
hook was of silver, his baskat of gold filigree filled
with bouquets of natural flowers, his suit of white
satin, ang his lantern of silver and °glnte-gln,ss,
with his armorial bearings engraved upon it.
This lantern was lighted, and, on being asked the
reason the Viscount made answe?, *‘ Like Dioge-
nes, 1 seek a man.” Stepping ap to the Emperor
the witty rag-picker cried, ‘1 have found him !
and then blew out the light.

The Empress after supper threw off her domine
and appeared in a superb Bohemian costume,
but stili wearing her mask.

** How did you reengnize me ¥ she asked of one
of her partners who bent respectfully before her.

‘“ By the 8panish grace of vour fan, madame,”
she made answer.
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