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TE SOMOVA R.

.4 Correspoideit of the London News stays:
••na-drink ing ie One of thle great institutons

ín Rusita ; the outward and visible symnboI of
thin iistitution in the sonovar, There is sone.
thing aost sacred about the somnovnr in Rtiussia
1searcely like to talk rbout it amoîngsit profane
thinie. it rariks with the gilt imaige of Greek

maiits wh ii are frund in the corners of every
n intRussia, and bfore which the pions be.

hiaver is never tired of crossing himtse. In the
same way not a iouiteliold, ioieCver i'or, li Rus-
sie ie wiihont a osnovar. To make tes in the
vurlg..r fashiioin of pouring boiling water into the
te ot outili lbn to ro) it of litain cheering grace
and ro profane the institution. 'Tire soirovar is
erse.ntial to the orthodiux ractice of te, and s
the tirt world you lenrain litumsia is 'tchlai,' so
the first thiing. whieb will strike your eve on ar.
riving there is the solnroviar. Tl'hre rêornrovar is a
large urnnRle of Ibrole7 or brs, with a tube
running throulgh the ce-nitre, inti whiicL ebarcoal
i placed. WVhen the te thouir arrives( emmi rvery
hiour is the te'ia horur in Rusia) the ch nroal is
liglhteI rathier shotld I .ay. liki the sacred fire
of the Zoroatstrine"i, it li never urnebed. Thire
it birns in itr iramtun 1b, lent the- water boW)ils
adily, si the hitle china t àt il ,lactd
sim1r.nlring et thre top of the chrcol- altlhough
thi ,lit 'i really a iretooitx prarcti'e whic'h has
cot irniiby iite tre puro rrligioin of tae-
and in this w urlp after cup of the Rusian

ctar is suppiii.

TIE Q UA TTRE FON TA NE.
A lormianm correpmdent writ : The other
y I w'as ws'king i the V Pelle Quattr Fon-

une. I had just croeaad thie Via Porta Pia or
venti tttubr-as it lia len r.ehristeI-dl
lth quetionable taste ince' tihe tntry of the

ltaiax rnr in 170. It was the P'or ta Pia, at the end
f the treet. the grite at that part of the city Wall
whichi was bonbardId and tirelr.ach made in ithe
wali throrugh whieh the Italianra entered on the
'2thir of.Srtrtenber, 1870., hence the caiuse of the
tew naru e nVti Setnribtrc It is a bes'autiful
street corner. especially on such an April morn-
ing as yaterday. A soft sirocco was blowing,
aud vet thesun was trving to peep out after three
dayvs' suikines; then came littie whifs of west
wi;1d, shoing a dispoitin to asweep cloud and
à;rocco off into Africa. As You stand on the
samnit where the streets cross you rarely see a
erner vieve, On one hand vou look toward Tnnita
de'Monti piazza and its obeisk, and Monte Mario
wilh its pilnes, forming a lovely background,
now very green and soft ,; on the other hand, the
great streetswee 1 downr theirinaI and riser, up
the VVinsl and;t ista iels lced by the imposing
ipse of St. Maria Maggçiorert, the north piazza of
the church and obeliak. Thei, if we loo)k up &ad
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down the street Porta Pia, we see the Michel
Angelo gate at one end, with its pallium orna-
raents, telling that it leada to St. Agnes, outaide
the walls, wbere the little pallium lambs are
blest in the spring. On the other aide the street
swee out on to the bold Quirinal hill, which
has one of the grandest of Roman views. We can
see from the street corner the magnificent group
which gives the hill its popular nane-Monte
Cavallo. This group consista of an obelisk and
the two famous colosi called Castor and Pollux
ii former times. Now they are great statues of
men holding boldly each a wild horse. In the
centre between them rises the obelisk, and in
front is one of the most charming fountains of
Rome. The water risez in a great tazza of bigio
granite, of seventy-six feet in circumference.

A FETE OF THE EMPIRE.
Lucy Hooper, in a Paris letter to Appleton's

Journal, sav in speakilng of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs : In 1857 the first of the official
fancy-dress balls, which were among the mot
splendid of the fêtes of the empire, was given
here. It created an unbounded sensation in the
social world of Paria. Count Walewski, in the
dress of a mninister of the days of Louis XV., with
p owdered hair, in a costume of black velvet em-
broidered with jet and crossed with a broad

biue ribbon, and carrving a gold-headed cane,
received his guests at the entrance of the spart.
ment. The Emperor and Empress were ailways
present at the balls, concealed beneath the dis.
creet folds of their dominoes. They entered the
ministry by a small brack-staircase opening upon
the courts. Notwithstanding all their precau.
tions they were generally recognized by their
fellow-guests. A small side roomn was placed et
their disposal, wherein they took refuge several
times during the evening to change their domi.
noes, in tihe hope of eluding the vigilance ofttheir
subjects. At the first bhallthe Counteus Walewski
appreared,as Diana, with .owdered hair and a
golden quiver. The young Viscount Amelot de
Chaillon wore the costume of a rag-picker ; his
hook was of silver, his basket of gold filigree filled
with bouquets of natural flowers, his suit of white
satin, and his lantern of silver and plate.glass,
with his armorial bearings engraved upon it.
This lantern was lUghted, and, on being asked the
reason the Viscount made answe?, " Like Dioge-
nes, I seek a ian." Stepping up to the Emperor
the witty rag-picker cried, " I have found him!"
and then blew out t-he light.

The Eripress after supper tlirew iof her dotnino
and apperertd in, a superb Bohemiain costume,
but stili v.aring her mask.

" How did you recognize me !" she asked ofone
of her partners who bent respectfully before her.

" By the Spanish grace of vour fan, madame.
bhe made anrswer.
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