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THE SCHOOLS ANXD SCHOOLMASTERS OF
CHARLES DICKENS.

1.
PRIVATE $CHOOLS.

The most forcible and vivid scenes and characters of
Dickeos are these which are faithfol reprodoctions of his own
expeclence. One of his great gifts seems to have been that of
taking by Sbservation a strong mental photograph or brain
picture of his surronndings, and of being able to recall these
and describe them with extraordinary minuteness in after-life.
This appears to have been a natural gift, commencing with
his early infancy, and epabling him to rem2mber toddling
from mother to nurse during his drst eforts to walk, Of him-
self, he sass in his autobiography,which he afterwards adapted
to*: David Coppereld™ : # If it should appear from aoything
1setdown in this narrative, that [ was achild of close observa-
tion, or that, as a maa, I have a stroag memory of my child-
bood, I endonbtedly lay claim to both of these characteristics.”
He :peaks of himself moreover as a @ vory qaeer small buy,”
and again s a ¢ very small and not over particalarly taken-
care ot boy.” We lzarn from Forsteds « Life of Dickens” that
after leaviog a small preparatory day schooil at Chatham
he went for two years to & school kept by & Baptist Minister,
in the same town, the Rev. Mr. Giles, where he laid good
fourdations during a pericd of w0 years—which school he
afterwaris remembered with pleasure and respect, and which
be left with uxteeme regret, on his father's removal to Somerset
Housz Lesndon, and te bis residence in Bayham Street—a
poor neighbourhovad in the porth-west district.

Whilst at Ckatham his imagination was kindled by
Roderick Bandom, The Vicar of Wakesicld, Don Quixotz, The
Arabian Nights,and the Spectator, Idler, &c., a choice cul-
leetion of books to which he bad access ¢« in a little room up-
stairs, which pobads clse aver (roubled,” Here he devoured
snd impersonated the heroes; it was the birth-place of his
fancy, and ke says; 1 have seen Tom Pipes going up the
stecple ; I have watched Strap, resting witk Znapsack oa his
back, at the wicket gate; and I Znow that Truanion heid that
club with Mr, Pickies in the parluur of our little village ale-
Louse,”

That he shoald recite the tales so :trongly impressed or
bis miad to his schovl-icllows is most natural, and even at
this cariy awe ke tovk to writing—one of bis efforty, ¢ Misoar,”
or +The suitan of India,” teing very popular amondgst his
schont-feliows, On leaving De sa3s his < good master vaige dit-
ting iabetween the puRibg cases to zive me Goldsmith’'a » B-e
as = Keepsake. & Keptit for bis sake and for its own a long
tim: afieewards ¥ Daring the publication of @ Pick«1 %" the
same Cgood master,” Mr, Gites, sent a silver souf.box as
ancther souvenic, tn~cribed 1 - To b inimiteble Boz” At
this suhool grotaniy he me: with bis hero Steerforth, and his
remembrayces of it appear 1o be all genial.  Of his journezy up
to Louden bz savs: i+ [ have never furgotlen the smell of the
damp straw o which I was packed and faowarded like came,
carriage paid o there was no other igside passzuger, aod [
consumed my satdwiches in solituds and dreariness. [t rained
bard il the wag, and [ thoughe iife sloppier than { expected
to dnd 1t.”

Just now as his miad was fally open w0 improvemen:, his
opporiunity passed from bim, agad {tom aboui the age ¢f ten
to tweive ke was sadly neglzcied, and bis condition at that
period szems to have called fortk bis tenderest sympathy in
afrer-life. - With touchiog reverenes for his uafortunate and
weak father bz taises vXcuses for him | of whom ke says: « He
waz proud of mein kis way; but fo the ease of hLis temper
any the strailoess of bis mrans, bhe appeared 10 have uiterly
lost the idea of eduvaiicg me at all. So I degencrated into
clwaning nis boots of a morning and my own, making myself
generaily useful in the work of the house, and going on sach
poor erraads as arose oul of our poor way of liviag.”

Things weutl from bad to worse till, moving from Barbam
Street 1o Gower Sireet, north, “a large brass plate appeared
on the door announciug
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¢ I lzi1,” sa¥s he, “a great many circulars at a great maoy
dnors 1 F=t pobody ever came to school or propos=d 1o come,
aud at last my father was arrested.”

That bis sister fared better by being placed in the Royal
Academy of Music and well instrocted there was the occasion
of much heari-burniez, thoegh he steonygly disclaims the idea
of jralousy, Then came bis tard and depressing strazgle at
the blackiog warchouse, described in - David Copperdetd.”

Poverty was now his © Schoolmaster.”

# [ koow,” ke savs, ¢ that [ worked from morning to night
with common men aad boys, a shabby child, I tried, but in-
efectually, not 1o anticipate my money, and to make it last
the week through, by puatting it away in 8 drawee wrapped in
six little parcels, cue for each day. I know that [ have
loupged about the streets insufBciently and unsatisfactorily
fed. I know that, but for the mercy of God, I might casily
have been, for any care that was taken of me, a little robber or
a little vagabond.”  Refectively he says: <1t is wonderful to
me how®  conld have been 30 easily cast aside at such an ag=.
It is wonderful to me tiat, even afier my descent into the
puor little drudge I had been in Londoa, no one had compas-
sion on me—a child of singular abilities—to suggest that |
should be placed at a common school. No one made any
sign. My fatber and mother conld hardly have been better
gatisfied if I had been twenty vears of age, distinguizhed at a
grammar school sad going to Cambridge.” A change, however,
was aboat o come, and he was sent for nearly two years as a
day scholar to « Wellington Honze Academy,” of which =stab-
lishment he favonrs us with a succinctaccount in  Housebold
Words,” {Vol. 4, No. 31, pp. 49-52) uwader the title of = Onr
School.”  When he weot to look at it in midsammer, 1851,
be found that the “ Ballway had swallowed the play-gronnd,
sliced away the school-room, and pared o a comner of the
house, which resembled a forlora flat iron, without a haadle,
standiong on end.”

s+ It was a school,” he says, % of some celebrity in its neizgh-
bourhood.. Nobody could have said why—and wa had the
honour to attain and bold the emineat position of ficst boy.
The maater was supposed among us to know nothing, and ona
of -the ushers was supposed to know everythiag. The chief
was always ruling, ciphering books, with 2 bloated mahogany

ruler, or smiting the palms of offenders with the same dml;oh—
cal instrument, or viciously drawing a pair of psataloons tight
with one of his large hands and caning the wearer with :h;e‘
other, A profound respect for money pervaded » our schf)ol.‘
which was, of course derived from its chief. *Qur school” was
remarkable for white mice. Red polls, linnets, and goren
canaries, were kept in desks, drawers, hat-boxes and other
strange refuges. We recall one white monse who tived iu
the cover of a Latin dictionary, who ran up laddecs, drew
Roman chariots, shouldered muskets, turned wheeh,a_ud even
made a creditable appearance as the Dog of Mootargis, He
might have achieved greater things, but misu}kinf; his way
in & trinmpbal procession to the Liapitol, be fell into a deep
inkstand and was drowned.” .

The usher, who ¢ kaew everything,® was a great favoarite
with the boys, *and would have made it a much better scheol
if he had had more power.” )

# He was writing master, mathematical master, and Eazlish
master. He made oat the bills, meaded the pens and did all
sorts of things.” He was, no donbt, the original of poor Mr,
Mell, who played vn the melancholy ute, ac Salem Hogse,

% The Latin master was a coloaris doubled-ap, awar.
sighted man with a cruich, who was always cold, am} always
putting onions into bis ears for Jeafusss, and o psing ends
of Aannel under all his garments. He was & very good scholar
and took pains where he saw a de SAIR Gt R C Wi por.
haps not. Wer t
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or r2ply. Theore was, bestde, 3
mended whatever was broken acd made wn
and was general glaziar, He waiisd at b
usually morose and impenetrable, with a profound contempt
for learging, ¥ei ooe time whan #+ had the scarist feverin
the school, Phil nursed all the sivi boys of kis own aleond and

was like a mother to them ~
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$Poor Traddles® in a tizht sky-tlue sull that moude his
arma and legs look Hx- Georman sansages or roivepoly pui-
dings—he wad b= merriest asd modl miserable of all the
boys. He was aiways Being can=d I think he was caned
every day that half yrar, except one holiday Monday wien he
was oaly ruled™d oo both hands—and was always going tuwrite
10 Lis uncie about it acd never did, After faying his hieadd ou
the desk for a little whils he would cheer up) somebow, begi
to lacgh azaia, acd draw skeletoas all uver his state, befoe
his eves were dry. I nsed at Srst to wonder wiat comfort he

foued in drawing skeivtons, but I beliove bz did 38 bevase
want any fealures,  Heo was very
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they were easy and dide'’t
bogourablz, and heid it a3 a soizmuo duty inthe doys o stand
by nne anothee, He sufered tais oa several oecasions, and
particulacly once when 3 weth laughed in churel and the

-

teadie thouznt it was Traddles, and ok bim ont. Henever
said who waas the real ofznler, taough be smartsd for 13 noxt

day acd was imprizoned 30 many hours thal ke came forth
vith & whole churchyard (ull of skeletons swarming all over
his Latin dictivnary .’

Under this cruel tvrant, Dickens himsseif
© Not,” says ke ¢ cbatl mean tosay thatth
marks of distinction whick oaly wexd, Hall the estab.
isbme-at was writhiong and oryia: ste the day’s work began
and Bow mach of it bad writhed and cricd Lofurs the day =
work was over, I'm afrabl o raeoll [ ghonid
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Wien Meo Mell admizs upan 3
“his mother lives on charity in as
minwonsly dismissad by Mr <le, Zofilly tAp< 9Dnn Tie
shoulder the consciettestricken Coppreiad, who has (nals
vertently disclosed th2 S, and takes hle fueweil
my lvave of you, Mo Ceoaliz, and all 3
forth, the beat wish [ van Izave 797 b that 3 ; ;
be ashamed of what vou dotie to-lay. Bee L1
would prefzr %0 sew you anvihing rather than a feiend Dy me
o7 Lo agyone in whom [ take ag inie My Creakis theg
can=d Tommy Traddles for imiag df wred o tears {nat-ad
of cheers o6 acesunt of Me. Mell's departare. and [ saon forzas
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bim in contemplation of Steeciiocth, who, in an wady amatenr
way, ok some of Bis classs uotil a new muster could be

found.

The indignasion whick Dickanz felt towards the eraalty
and opprescion practised ifu private schools led him, at an
eacly perind of his popalarity, to uninte Yorkshire to maks a
full exposure of the seandalons slavery theie exanted pader
the lash. Of this' he tells us in-oae of his later editiona of
“Nicholas Nickleby.” I cauaot call to mind, now, how I
came to hear about Yaorkshire schools when I was a not very.
robast child, sitting in byiseplaces near Rochester Chaatle with
2 head fuli of Partridge, Steap, Tom Pipes, and Sancho Panza ;
but 1 know that my !mpressions of them wees picked np at

~deatty of Dide,

bat time, and that they were somshow or other connected
with a suppurated abscess that some boy came hotne with; in
consequence of hid Yorkshire ¢ gulde, philosopher, and friend '
having ripped it open with an inky penknife”

With # view to bis investigation he tells us that he « cop.
certed a pious fraud,” taking some lotters of introduction i o
feigned name, to make enquiries on bohalf of & widowed
mother, who wished to place hor *Osuppositious little boy ™ iy
onw of these schinold,  An honest Yorkshiremnn, to whom one
of these letlers was addressed, on leaving him without Kiving
him the required information, suddenly took up his hat and
said in a low woice: ° Weel, Meadther, we've been vara
pleasant toogather, and ar'ilspak' my moind ti'ves. Dinnot leg
the weednr send her son to yan of our sclivols, measther, while
there's a hars: to holid in a’ Lunnun, or & goothur to lie
asteep {n!’ I never saw bhim afterwards, but | sometimes
imagine that I descry a fint reflection of him io Johy
Browdie,

s This §5 the i+t olass in English apelling and phllonophy,
Nickleby, said Squecrs. P We'll get up o Latin one and hangd
that oeer to you. Now then, where's the first boy ?* ¢ Plo‘-.u.,_
sir, he's cleaning winduws! says a small boy, 80 he is, to
be sure! reioinet Squeers. ¢ We go upon the practical mode
0f teacking, Nickisby, the regular cidncation gyatein —c-l.c.a-n
—clean, verb wotive, to make bright, to ~cour; weisn—win,
doetemder, wimder, w casement. When the boy knows this
it of ook he goes aod dose it Where's the second Loy 10
S He s wesding thoe garden, please, sirt o be sure, so he jse
sanbd Nepspeers, ¢ Beocte"rot, teisne—tin, Beseye—ney, l:d“t’l““:}yv
a kuowlsdee of plants. He goss and koows "em. That's our
syatem, Nialeby  What do you think of it?7 "

' Pechaps we may asstme that Nicholad Nickleby hiag bean
s well read by our readers that fusther quotation wonld be
san obf story” irkens tas, however, told us In o few
peegaant setitetres what he theugiit of it

O thr manstrons negdeet of education in Fogland, and
the disregard of [ by the Ste, as the means of formiug good
o bad citizens, and miderahile or happy moen, private schools
jong afordel a notable example. Adthongh any man who
haed proved his unfittess for woy other ovcupation in e, was
fres, without examioation or quulification, to open s #chool
anywiame o althuugh preparation for the functions which he
arpfertook was reprriced from the surgeot whn as<dsted to
brigg & boy into the worlid or might one day perhaps naaist o
send him out of it) in the chemist, the wltoruey, the bateher,
the baker, thy caudlodtiok-maker ; the whole ronnd of crafts
aad traden, the schosiuster exeptod, and althongel sehool.
masters, ws & faoe, were the bio Kaeads and tmpasters who
et b wXpects 3 tospiring from suoh o state of thiugs and
Soarisin in i1, the ool wsters were the Towest
avd mest rotten rottcd fu the wieede Letder Pradoers ta the
AvAris, 100 ay dmbe Mty of parents, and the helpe
iv u cinibdeen-—iznoraat, socdbf, brotid—mnen to whom
st derate pors sax woihd have cntrasted the board and
prdaius s oa boar s Ot
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WEATHER SUPEHSTITIONS,

Taoers 13 & saturd tendncy in the haman mind arising

from the mutmd inflacece of the diferent organs of the brain,

au-d the cons sation of tdeas, Gy attach notious of

gurd or evil o those ob

il #da0

cts which bave been observed to
=de or o acvmpany pleasurable or painful circumstances |

jys
henee the arigin of many superstitions vpinions.
Prom such assuciativn of ideas wmany avimals were an-

cirntly worshippad, either as good or evil spirita; and even

at a ater puriod when their worslilp was rejected s supers
stitious, or Useless, they were considered as foreboders of evil

Zosnd.

wr ol

urieng and portents whe pretended in the
Bt oand song amd croaking of birds w read the
strarchs anid ol nations,
¢ of the ancients, fots were ofteu
At voatemporaticets remarkable circumstances ; hence
{ Yrocyon or deg-davs, the binstertug of the
gy and many athers. There can be no doubt that
s superstitions originated in the observance of
bl bo atgspheric tntuctse, Rume observations
ab wigia ol Rich saperstitions way be fornnd ta
work o iviaation, Thas, cortain binds being affeciud
aritius of the alr, previous to thund-rstorms, or other
ity and shoewing signs of their atfections by parti.
3, ware fonud to be forvboders ol tempests, huasi-
other dadueraas atmaspheria commaotions ; and
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they  wep:  subsegacatly condidersd mE evil omens in
Tensral; Sdning, as iUowere, an i nams by their uatility
ad e alers. 8o the crow, garenlots  befors stormy

weather, was afierwands roganrded as W predictor ol geoe-

rad waisfortute. Mooy animals too were coustdered as in-
factued by human prayers and sapplications.  The eat,

"

rug the Kevptians, was sacred o Isis or the Moon, their
Heoate o Disna. [ he Egypiians typified the Moon by this
acimal, as the Chines: aod some of the people of Todia do aow
by the rabitat: but the canse i3 83 likely to remain & mystery
a4 their pieragly onic modent writing,  Some of the ancients
Bave wmmclied themenives with gnessing at the reason,  They
hawe sappod that the oit bevame {3t or lean with the increase
or wags of the Mooa ;) that it usually broaght forth ws many
Fotitg ad thees are days io a lunar perfod; and that the pupils
of 14 eyes dilated or coateacted acording to the changes of
the planet, . .

Amsng all the bieds of evil report among the ancients the
ol statuls foretaost, as betng the most generally reganded as
the harbingwr of mischief and of duath.  Pliny represents the
hotn=d owiada funereal bind, 2 monater of the night, the abo:
minatina of buman kind And Viegil deseribos its death-
haw=l from the top of 5 tsmple by night; & circumstance
probally introduced. hers by the poct as a precursor of the
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COvid constantly spraks of this bied nsan evil omen ; and




