
THE HARP.

his religious convictions; he loved and
lived on the applatise of the gilt-edged-
do-notling's of .lengl[ish Salons i he w'is
invinciblo in sontiment, adi weak-kneed
whe'e princiles iRd te be sturîdily
naintaîi ned. Liko niany anîotLheir, nflso,
he acted, not from conviction, but wilth
an oye te the sinilo and approvd of' tie
bitter eonoics of his Churcl.] G.

1OW TO REKAD PROTESTANT
IHSTORlY.

FRANCIS PARICMAN is a stauînch .ProtCst,
aint us any of'his writinîgs wvill abundantly
testify. is stylo is dashmng and ornato,
often mock-heroic: always sonewhat
stilted withal Tr.atiig alnost always
of' the decds of Catiob warnors or
iiriners, lie never lisses ai opportuni

ty of having a fling at Catolcity, As
a sample of ene of' those arts of vilifica-
tion which are at once so subtle and se
conmonly cm ployed in Protestant
histori es we commend the following :-

-Years rolled on. France long tossed
amongst the surges of civil connotioi
plunged at last into a gulf of fratricidal
var. Blazng lianalets, sacked cities, fielis

steaining witil slaughter, profaned altars,
a carnival of steel and tire inarked the
track of the tornado. There ns little
.room for solcemes of forcign enterprise
Yet far aloof frou siege and battle the fisher-
maen of the western parts stili plied their
craft on the Banks of Newfoundland.
JJumalnity, orality, decencyi, it'ght be for-
qotten, but codfish must stil e h ind for the
use of the faithfù) on Lent and faRtitngdavs."
-(Pioneers of Prance in the New fl"rkd.
'Chap IL. p 209.)

IL is Dean Swift, we think, who gives
it as a standing rule of Protestant clergy-
men, who have net a sermon foi-Sunday
to abuse the Papists. The thome is se
congenial, that no studied proparation,
no deep thought is nocossary for it.
Francis Parkminan cirries this rule into
book ivriting and improves upon it.
Withi him 'abuse of the Papists is an
overy day duty and assumes as many
shapes and shades ,is a summer clod;
when he cannot find rent faults ho
trusts te invention. One would think
the visits of the Basque and Breton
fishormon to the banks of Newfoundlind
te flsh for Cod woree vory prmisi n
pin whereon te hîan a Sce rat Ca th-

lio pratices. Not so Fiariis Pamai.

Catholic France is fighting foi bare
existence against the devilish fanaticesm
of, her Huguendt rebels who threaten te
blot out her vcry nane frin the map
of Ei-opo with one huge clot of blood,
and becauso she, engaged in a holy var,
still continues hier Catholie pr'actice of
abstinence frain flesh meat on Fridays
out of respect fbr the day on which the
Saviour died for ail men, Francis Park-
man deoms it a holy and wholcsome
tlught te sncer at the observance, and
to pt a false construction on the aCt.

]Ifuianity, norality, decen'icy, might be
forgotten, but codfish must stili be had for
the use of the faithuil on i&ent and fastinq
days." The ovident aninmus of this slur
is, that Catholic France (and therefore
by implication ail Catholies) eared more
for the minor practice of abstinence
thlan for the highcr principles of
mtoraliLty, humîînanity, and dccency : Cath-
olics -will br'cak the ton commandiments
of God and twcnty more if there were
se muany rather tian break the minor
hlî of isting. YCl if Catholics are
rcally as bid as Francis Parkman painWt
thin, it mîust at least b som-e consola-
tien oven te Francis Parkman, if ho
values virtue atall, ta find that Cathelis
have somne niorality at least, if. it bo
only on the miner point of keeping
inviolatc the law of their Church with
regar'd to fasting. Suirely ou' Protest-
ant historian is not anîgry with them
becauso they are not wholly reprobate;
becausefor'getti ng h umanity and decency
se far' as in battle to sacik cities and
burn. hamlets, they still have as muélh
decency and morality left as keops
then fron violating an express law of
their Church. Francis Parknman, we
think, is uinreasonable,

Biit on another count Fr'ancis Park-
man is unirasonable. It is not under
any circumstg.nces quite fair' te bold a
nation, as apeople, much less as a Churcli,
answorable for the decds of inimorality,
inhumnanity and indeecncy, which nearly
always mark the path of a conquering
arny. Th war inay be on the
responsibility of the nation, but the
individual nets of imi orlity, inhuman-
ity and indeeëndîest on individual
'esponsbillity alone. commander

mnay punish then "to encourage the
others," buth cannot holl prent
thM. At any rate th. nation as a


