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“QUR SEALS,"—“YOUR POACHERS.”

“IfCanada were as solicitous for tho
preservation of onr seals agatust her own
poachers as she is for the conservation of
her trout against our harmless tourists, a
deal of worrying diplomacy might be
spared our unhappy land on the Lrink of a
presidential convention,” Such is the re-
wark made by the Philadelphia Record,
when speaking of a regulation in Canada
providing that tourists shall not catch
more than thirty speckled trout in one
lay.

The observatiorng are in some respects
utterly inappropricte, although, in others,
they may not be open to xo much objec:
tion. They arc emphatically Canadian
trout, though the ownership of the seuls
is one of the points at issue between the
two countrics, and is one of the ¢uestions
~though it is not defined in as many
words—that have to be arbitrated upon.
Our neighbors admit that they know far
less about seals than they had pretended
to do,and so far many of their pretensions
in the matter have been proved to be ut.
terly fcundationless. If there are any
poacliers at all, d¢ facto and de jure they
arethe * harmless” American * tourists,”
‘who not only violate the law, but object to
Canadian regulation of our own concerns.
As for the “ unhappy land on the brink of
a presidential convention,” it is none of
our business if the contending political
factions make the sealing question one of
:the grounds of their partisan controver-
sies.
 The situation as concerns the sealing ar.
bitration that has been resolved upon, is
‘somewhat as follows; * If the decision of
the arbitrators bLe against the United
States, the British sealers will have to be
‘jndemnified by that country for any loss
theymmyhavesustained by the interference
‘with their right of sealing; and if the

ccision be against Great Britain, she will

y the damages which illegal sealing has

used to the United States.” With the
matter as it were sub judice, it will be
early enough at some future time for the
Americans to talk about our seals, should
they be decided to be their property.

i Recently the American sealer, the James
:G. Swan, was confiscated by Judge Han.
‘ford at Seattle for illegal sealing in the
-waters of Alaska, The Judge, in giving
his decision, alluded to the douht about
the validity of the statutes, which assume
to exteud American jurisdiction to =
greater distance than cannoan shot from
the shore; but he took the ground that
this was a question not for the courts, but
for Congress and the Presidcat to deter-
mine. If it be a political and not & judi.
cial question, it may beinquired, what be.
comes of the obligation of international
law?
. A day ortwo since a bLill of cxeeptions,
was filed by the ownerof the Swan, setting
oucthat the claimant, Peterson, excepts
to the ruling because in his pleadings he
alleged that Behring Sea is an open sea
and that there is no clause in Congress
declariog it to be marc cdlausum. The
vessel was at a distauce of more than
scventy miles from the nearest Iand when
meized by the revenme cutter Richard
ush, which fact was admitted by the
yvorament. It is admitted by the claim.

ant that for political reasons an order to
exclude all vessels from Behting Sea may
be made by the President, yet in cquity
and justice and Ly the long-established
law of nations there was no trespassing.
The sealer was not working within one
marine league of tho Alacka coast or of
any Island belonging to the United States.,
It is asked that the bill of excoptions be
lled and entered of record, so that in the
event that Behring Sca be deeided by the
international board of arbitration to be an
open sea all of the claimant’s rights may
he awarded him.

1t is worthy of note that, as has becen the
case with the American authoritics, those
of Britain and Canada, too, do not secm to
have been as well acquainted with the
snoject as they pretended to be or ought to
have been, or they would have more heart-
ily supported the claims of the British
Columbia interest., However, after Sir
Baden Powell's and Dr, Dawson's expedi.
tion, they arc now admittedly much better
informed than are the United States;
hence the latter have begun more close.
Iy to inquire into the subject of *“What
We Don't Know About Sealing?” I'or the
present season & modns vivendi, prac-
ticaliy the same as that of last year, has
been agreed upon under which Bebring's
Sea will be * policed ™ by vessels of both
Governments, and the killing of scals pre-
vented as much as possible,

THE B. C. SOUIHERN.,

Coutrary to tiie expectations of some
people, the British Columbia Southern
Railway Bill ha« passed through the Rsil-
way Committee of the lHousc of Commoas
at Ottawa, a clause being added which
provides that the road shall not be con.
structed so as to obstruct any other roads
which may wish to get through. It isin.
timated that the Alberta Railway will be
granted the right to go through: the pass,
The British Columbia members have been
strongly urging that o subsidy be granted
by the Dominion to the British Columbia
Southern, but it is announced frem the
Capital that the ganeral feelingamong the
members is that the subsidy will not be
grantced, as it is morally certain that aline
through Crow’s Nest will be built irres.
pective of the subsidy. The probability
appears to Le that the Canadian Pacific
will take immediate measures to get the
Columbia Southern Company’s charter,
and will commence the construction of the
linc at once.

Woxbnenrs will never cease. The latest
ingenious scheme is in the interest of the
farmer, and promiscs to dispense with
plowing, using dynamite to stir up the
carth. Holes ure drilled in the voil two or
three feet deep and five fect apart, making
1,600 to the acre. In each holeis placed a
suflicient quantity of the explosive, con-
oecled with a wireleading to the Lattery,
and after the holes have heen plugred with
clay, the wholce is discharged by a spark.
In recent experiments, after the explosion
the ground appeared to be Jifted two feet,
some clods heing thrown to the licight of
thirty fect,while the carth was found to be
broken to the depth of thirty inchies at the
pe’ t of explosion, and for a considcrable
distance around the holes.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

o

Snyr one, evidently with malicious in.
tentions, circulated the report that Mr, R,
S. Norton had left the employ of Gordon,
Mackay & Ca, Mr, Norton is still travel.
ling for that firm, and will be in Victoria
inthe course of a couple of wecks witha
full line of samples,

IN view of the course of the bauks and
many business men in declining to receive
Amerijcan silver except at adiscount, there
has been a greatly augmented demand for
Canudian silver, of which several consider,
able consignments have latterly been re.
ceived by Ar, McLaughlin, of the Govern.
aient Savings Bauk. It is of the various
denominations, and, it is said, sufiicient
will be provided to meet all requirements.

Tin: appointient of Mr. Robert Ward as
representative of the British Colambia
Board of Trade at the Trade Congress, to
be hield in London, Eng., in June, will be
apnroved by everyone interested in com.
mercial matters, Mr. Ward is thoroughly
conversant with matters concerning trade,
and no doubt his presence in London on
this occasion will result advantageously
both to the Trade Congress and the body
he will represent from this Province.

Tix approaching annual report of the
Canadian Pacific Railway will, it is said,
be the most favorable in the history of the
road. One of the most important features
of the company’s transactions during the
last three months hias been the tremendous
increase of land sales both in Manitobe
and the Northwest territories, probably
induced by the reduction in the price of
these lands from 25 to 33 per ceut. The
success following the reductior has been
worked in the wonderlul quantity of Jand
disposed of during the months of Jauuary,
February and March.  President Van
Horne believes that if the present unprece-
Jdented demand continues, the company
will have no more Jaud to sell east of
Moose Jaw in two years,

ANY one who has noticed the report of
the Departiment of Marine with all its ful-
somcness and self-gratulation, and has,
morcover, scen the estimates of proposed
expenditure, will be surprised, remember-
ing how littlchas been done, to find what
asmall amount of further consideration is
tobe shown to the maritime iuterest of
this ono of the most important portions of
the Dominion. Canads must do much
better by us in the future than she has
donc in the past. In the carly days she
paid special atteuntion to the Marithme
Vrovinces on the Atlantic, making extra
coucessions and provisions that were not
contemplated in the Act of Union; Que-
bee has had evoryihing that she chosc o
demand, but as far ay British Columbia is
concerned, she gets as little as can Le
avoided and frequently but scent courtesy,
presumably because the majority of ber
representatives are presumed to be solid
for the Governmeat, 1€ s little more kick-
ing were doance far better results would be
obtained,



