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In determsistinsg tie practical value of
a drug journal, it Witl be m5ost, Convenient,
te first ascertaii Ihiat featurcs misako a
drug *journal practically vtalable, andl
then tò.draw our Conclusions fromt such
abst iimet consideration of tie susiject.

'Thie task of treating thlis mllatter fromt
atn iipartial studpoint is no0 light onle.
Editors of inany proiinent -drsg journtais
semu te differ miaterially on certain satlictt
points concerning the running of a drug.
gist's paper, and titis personal rivalry
creeps out in tie colututns over wsicht
tlhey preside, suaiking it albuost imspossible
to esitiite tise onerits of tiese jourrais
fromn si cotmsaon point of'view. It will be
convenient, tierefore, to deterinine tie
practical value of drug journals front tise
expectations druggists eau reasonably
ettertain of tisein, ais Welil as froi tie
actual mncrits connnuon to thle iigier class
of tiese journtls.

Druggist.s follow a peculiarly inter-
national profession. In tie consducstitg
of titeir altirs tiey :re not iemed in
by local prejudices or custoius, are not
dependent. on local resouirces, anld are not
alTected by State or ;ational listes except
in times of social disturbansce. ly tise
resources at tieir command tiecy profit
by tihe labors of inen in al] parts of tie
globe. An original success tcsievel by
piarmnacists or cemiuists in Paris or Berlins
to-day, becoies tnt experimlient in New
York to-iorrow; being successful thlere,
tihe result is ltslied over a tlousand
wires and ini a few iours a continent is
informied of tise acihievemslent, and in aIn
incredibly siort time time world is profit.
ing by teis results.

Drug jotrnals exiibit a pre-eminently
practicil value wsen t!hey contirm and
:ninutely report and explaits sucl dcevelops.
mllents resulting fron scieititic researcis.
Drugists cansot all'ord to be beiind the
tuseS, anîîd lby placing dependence in thsese
imediumis, tihey are csabled to benselit their
patrons by recent progress macde in tieir
profossion.

Next to tie attention givenl general
progress, tie practical value of a drug
journal is largely emîbodiled in its editor-
ial department. Editorial writing lias
itdced becone a fino art. A mati mssst
have a vast anount of skill, experience
ani genenl knsowledge before ie cant
begin tu mscet tie desnanîds made upon ais
editorial writer of a drug journal. Front
titis department are promulgated frou
tUie to -titne, as occasion dictates, tIOre'
unwritten fundatental haws tlsat itaake
plhtruacy a profession. An editorial
writer is generally conversant witih tihe
vagrious phises of piarmnceutical aftl"tirs,
and frot his ripe judgment aand tie re-
sources at bis comnand, professionial
questions of vital importance are best
decided. He is largely respousible for
the platil 4tl iteus pet iuto oreutios at

tise vtriotus association mllectings, for by
the initluenîce of lis pets necessary intio.
vations are popularized, legitiinate scless
atret developed, and professiotial piarsacy
is enouraged. I'n titis department fatkes
iave fousnd thseir deatlt, cransks iave been
permntently discotraged, and petty
schlleines put te sh:nne. liere tie drug.
gsst finds weli.teigied thiosugIts on tihe
proceedings of phsarimaceutical bodies, and
coiments o general topies smlost, prolit-
able te lis ilterests. lie findcîs views
tiat ae sat onsce broad and conservative,
progr'essive and cautiouss, realsonatîble asd
,i ways professional.

ie practicability os reval merit of
neuw plans atsd plausile stggestions un
bo accurately determsinîed only wien tiey
iave been put into actual operation and
tiheir direct results are at hansd. Tt is
for tisis resot tIasut original cosmmuica-
tions to drug jourlnalsI are always of
especial isnterest. ThIey set forth tte
success or failure of boasted scietues and
experisents, andi bear tihe marks of
autisoity becauîse titey aro utnprejudiced
seports of resuslts arrived at by aictual
experience. By paying attention to tiese
corsmuunicationss, practical druggists often
profit by tie trials of otiters.

Thierc is ainlong piarmsacists a deep.
rooted feeling of imutual sysmîpathsy whsicit
mlsanlifests itself towards al the s besurs of
tieir profession. Outr sysmspathsies are
elected by tie successes or misfortunes
tiat come to tie druggists in various
parts of tie country, smuzicih as if we ex-
perienced tie saime conditions, and for
tisis reason personal news given in drug
journals is read withs insterest. Ti titis
connlectiony, h1owever, it mnay be said tiat
connuonplace personals involvintg sinall
detatils, are especially tiresomie and dis.
gustitng wiei tiey appear in ph a cu.
tical literature.

We Isave yet to consider tihe prices
currentand advertisements given in every
well.regulated drug journal. Tihese feit-
tu are most, convenienit, and valtuable
te tise tirifty druggist ; from tie one ie
ascertains tie iluts.tuatioss is prices of
dr'ugs, ud, incidestailly, any advantagesss
his wholeslr may be t oking of imii, tud
froms tise otier ie deteriines by wlsat
new features ie will profit, or add to tie
attractivensess of iis place' cf busn'
There are tihose whbo argu-e tiat tu hare
advrttiients ini m drutg journal detracts
from its piractical value and places it tpon
a nuercenary basis; titis, iowvever, is
lardly true, for in our successfui jonnal
gr-atenre is takzen not te give prominence
te tradn features at tise expeise of pro
fessional interests. Atd, tuore-over,
atmonsg thse details necessasry to support a
drug journal, sinews of wvar figure quite
extensively Tt is well to bear in inidti
tihat tise valuable journal, are placed at,
so simili a price, witiis tie easy reachs of
aIl druggists,argeliy because advetistri
are willing to part with goodly suims of
tIe necessary ovil in returi for the privi.
lege of commanicating with the diug
trad.

To! conscluçi, theui, tile prac.tiuill vniun

of a drug journal is inbodied ils its
ability te keep tihe sisodesn druggist is-
fornsed ats te cieintcl ad piaurmaisiceusti-
Cal progress, tise transactions of pha-
ceitie:s boilies, itesesting drug nsws,
iltuctuations in prices of drugs, tie gen.
eral mssovemients in drug centers, anld
trade features Iy vsici ie cin prolit.
.tiainy fos -usals do thii s remarkably Weil
antd we cun easily be proud of theim.
Thit a few aret still belhind tie timtes
and atire continually croakinsg verbose)

gattios isand peisimistic ennt is a fact
e'xcedinsgly te be s egretted.

Thge li% e original drug journal is of tie
utmssost practical ('u aue to druggists of
tosda1y, and i i t i a ostint iistructor
'ti gutsardiau of tie m riodri piharmacett
tical profession.
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One of thi relustants of tie dark ages
te w Iticih imiany people of tie present dtay
still clisng witih greast tenasucity, is tie use
of tise word ,,oaxsu i esigating stuci
substanices as uarstenie, strycininle, cor-
rosive subhlimalte, ansd tise iany others
tiats cause serious ef'euts *wien absorlxsl
by tie huinant systet in comparatively
sinall <uaitities.

Th'ie Enîgl'sish lanigunge usfi'ordcs scarcely
Svord tiat ias causcd su iticit diversity
of opinion respectisng its rcal menning as
ias this word "pjsoisoin." As migist, be
expected tie views oni tIis suitbject main.
tainsed ly professiotal men dil'er grcatly
froi tiose ield by tise laitv. Quite as
imarttked, iowever, are tie ditlrenices in
opinion prevailinig Jaionig tie professioial
sei tlemselvs. In ecurts Of latw, for

instaice, tie dcefetdtnit is cases of surder
by poisoning has beetn kntown te escape
ons tecuiic:tl grounds arisisg frois
wrnàusgles tmsong imeical witinesses is te
wihat really cosnstitut"s a poison in law
as adequîsate uleinlitios of titis word is
scarcely ecer perscribed for tie guidance
of authorities, and imay have beis tise
lista'enicess, iot te say diliculties.
arisisg oi this neunst

Ail peroishave cIl fixed isdividual
Opinisifi as to wi-tier tihis os tiat.. sub-
sttistce s poisonusos. but tihe faut tihatt the
sate subsance e i be turisid tv value
ind u.wic is its praper relatin to mian
does niot mua.'s to bear mtiucs weighst witt
tihemî. Tsi, certaisn pet'ople are very
ind *f ushroms and knÀoal full well
tihat tihe genluite article cansnt possiibly
he in;jurious, wsile, othiser insist tit tisi,
fungous growit i-; poisonouns tuicer ail
ciret.msuihseies, and wo011ud sot tlink of
touehîing it, evei thtoughs it is a nourisi-
ing food in constant use. lin somle
localities people eat pukeberty pie and
tihink to muore of it tisan of drinskinsg
water, wsite in othser placés tihese berries
are supposedJ te bse fraugit witih ail
Iainer of poisonous principslejs; atid their
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