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locd 1dm boyond the lirnits of prudence. Sncb was the religion of our fore-
fathors for nearly four thousand years. Tis barbarie intercourse between
the .MI-wvise and the created, -%as gradually ceasing. Tho éra of Christi-
anity thon dawnvred upon tho Jewish nation, and the benigai teaching of the
gentie Ilazarene cleared the cloads from the blackened horizon. Critics
May refuse to believe it, 'as the religion of E Mmanuel that aloie did that ;
that point we do net discuss. The progressionist may declaro it the more
advance of the intellectual mind of the world ; the Chriztian cas it the
atonem ont so long demanded by an AMl-wise Being. The fact, however,
romains the sanie; no longer -was the «brutal maximn of a tooth for a tooth
demanded, nor an eye for an oye exacted. Hle tauglit love and peace. The
priesthood, howvever, stili ruled. Fifteen hundred years leter, a sohisin
ocourred in the Ohureli; a vast, revolution broke out; -whole countries threwv
off the supremacy of Roeine. The Printing Press *was discovered, wand
lîberality in tliougit, and .expression -%vas the resuit. Was tItis the work of
mani or the fulfilment of the theory of the Creator?

Note the fact, Frotestantism without the printing press was a failure,
wvith. it, a success. Years passeLi by and the absurd idea of the divine riàght
of kings wvas cast aside. Despotisins, te a great extent, ceased to éxiýt à-ac

Corsican Corporal laecame the Emiperor of the world. WVas thià chace?
«Was it destiny? Or, was it the progressive inarch of the intellect of nations?
It -%as net chance; it, was not destiny; it wvas the maturing of ton thousand

hughts that for a thousand yeani liad been incubating, until, at last, they
burst forth frein their shéli, that had se long cenfined them.

But, what lias Freemasonry te do Nvith ail titis ? The question is easily
answered. The Masonic Fraternity, censistiug as it doos of xxearly two
million Mnen, the picked and chosen of the earth, is either fighting the
battie of progress or else retreatingi beore our opponents. Which is it?
WTe must either progress or retrog-resm. The history of man as portrayed i
the Bible itzelf, witheut refererice te the thoological doctrines thercin con-
tined, but simply viewing it as the outline of the variotis sparks of
human events, clearly and forcibly shows that the mmnid, the. geniws, the
intellect cf the human race advancos. To lower us te the illiterate dogmas
of our forefithores is te curb the reason of the present age. IEvery man i
part and parcel cf a vast assemblage, an immense body, that writhes ap(d
throes in endless revolution. Thoen what, is Modern Freeuiasonryl. Is -it.
the i3fasonry that some cail Anocient Craft Masonry, which a, 1high
authority isînuiates wvas tauglit by the Deity te Adam, by Adamn te E 'noch
et hoc ainne gcnus? Certainly net. If sncb a systemn cf allegory, &c., dia in
SoMe shape or form exist thousands cf years tige, it resembled the reli.gion
of tktat age as followed under the Mesaie Dispensation. It was crudo-a
mere outline cf principle-s vithout, the dovelepment of facts. There Mnay
have been, let ua admit for argumnt sake there were, certain signs, tokexis,


